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X HE marvellous fertility of the present sera 
in extraordinary occurrences will reconcile the 
reader to the publication of a postliminious pre- 
face to a work, that has been upwards of six 
months before the public. Whilst the great 
Ruler of th^ Univerai^ continues to produce the 
vise ends of his providence over human beings 
through secondary causes, the reasoning powers, 
with which he has gifted them, continue to be 
the Qfdinary means, by which he enables them to 
face the circumstances of the day, however awful, 
pregnant, or unprecedented they be. To eveiy 
function and department in social life, appropriate 
duties are affixed, which arise out of, and can 
only cease in the extinction of social nature itself. 
If Bolingbroke observed truly, that the love of 
history seems inseparable from human nature, the 
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Iiistori6grapber fills no unimportant station in 
society. His first and last duty is a sacred ad- 
herence to truth ; and until it please the Divine 
Ruler to suspend or alter that system, by which 
he has hitherto given action and protection to 
the physical and moral world, profane and irre- 
verend would be the attempt to attain the truth 
of human events otherwise than by the light and 
rules of that reason, which for this very end he 
has indiscriminately infused into every human 
being. 

The author, conscious of his eagerness to in- 
vestigate, and bis stern determination to disclose 
the truth, did not heretofore feel himself called 
upon to make any avowal to the public of his 
intention and endeavours to fulfil this indispensa-* 
ble duty of the historiai^ The case is now 
altered ; and he does feel himself called upon to 
submit to the public several facts, which aflFect 
the credit of his History, and which most inti- 
jnately touch the interests of Ireland, and there- 
fore involve the firmness and prosperity of the 
British empire. 

Consistently with the views, motives, and prin- 
ciples, which led the author to undertake the 
arduous and important fand to some, invidious) 
task of bringing down the Irish history to the 
present day, he cannot pass wholly unnoticed 
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the invectives upon the Historical Review in the 
British Critic for November and December i8c;j* 
The work appears to have set afloat all the gall 
of tjie reverend wiiters of that periodical publica- 
tion. In p. 465, vol, xxii. they assure their 
readers, that ** the publication is considered by a 
** great part of the Irish as a libel upon the |oy- 
** alty of Ireland ; and his (the author's) object 
** in publishing such a work at such a time is 
** best known to himself.'' It is now become 
necessary to ipake that object known also to the 
public. They add (p. 483), *' As this Historical 
** Review of the State oj Ireland by Mr. Plowden 
** has very imprudently provoked investigation, 
** it is alone answerable for whatever contention 
** may arise from the discussion." Such respon- 
sibility is common to all publications ; more es- 
pecially to such as deal in invective. These con- 
siderate censors are, doubtless, therefore prepared 
for similar responsibility. But the iufluence, 
under which the British Critic is well known to 
be directed and circulated, gives no opening to 
individual controversy or personal reflection. 

The author repels with scorn the false charges 
of writing his History to serve the interests of a 
party y and to mislead the people of England. He 
avers, that it contains no wilful historical misrepre- 
mentation ; he believes it contains no actual historic 
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cat mhrepreseniaiion. It contains no vnde$^ved 
panegyric upon any set of individuals ; it contains 
some sensure, but no unfounded calumnies against 
the living and the dead of any sect. Such general 
charges can only be m^t by general denial ; and 
in support of such denial, beyond the authorities 
adduced in the Historical Review (not to be tgfcen 
on the credit of the gross mistatemen^s pf the 
British Critic j, the author forewarns his reader, 
that the first overflow of their acrimonious hu- 
mourfor the month of November does not contain 
one specific charge, much less a proof, that th« 
author h^s falsified one single historical fact. 

If from thesip first workings of the British 
Critic it be allowably to analyze the dose admi- 
nistered (however gilded the pill), it will be found 
to have been composed of the following ingredi- 
ents : three-fourths of antipathy against the pror 
fcssors of the Romap Catholic religion, not in^ 
epily termed, Papaphobia ; and the remaining 
fourth of a powerful compound of the drug called 
Miscriniay or hatred of the Irish nation ; an equal 
portion of a higher sublimate of this compound, 
lately prepared by Sir Richard Musgrave, Bart. 
and forced by the puffs of the British Critic into 
general circulation amongst their customers ; ancl 
a discretional infusion of the common drug 
Doulodynamyy never known for ages to have failed 

in 



in producing in the patient a blind unqualiHed 
submission even to the most nauseous, painful, 
and humiliating recipe of the physician. Whether 
the administration of such a pill have been judi- 
cious under the e:xisting circumstances, may be 
doubted by many; that it has operated power- 
fully, must be allowed by all, who have examined 
its effects. 

Under the operation of this dose, so keenly 
ferocious are the patients' animosity and hatred 
to the Irish nation, or to their religion, or to 
both, that they take offence at what the author 
has very compendiously inferred from the inde- 
iatigable researches and unanswerable disquisiti<» 
ons of the late Charles O'Connor of Bally naga re, 
die learned and ingenious Vallancey, and several 
other respectable Irish authors, concerning some 
facts, which preceded Christianity by nearly one 
thousand years ; others that happened before the 
Reformation by as long a period ; and many that 
pre-estisted by several centuries the invasion of 
Ireland by Henry II. the epoch, from which the 
author commences his Historicai Review. These 
facts are not the assertions of Mr. FlowdeUy as 
falsely advanced (p. 471)^ but the concurrent 
testimony of the ancient and modern historians 
of Ireland, backed and illustrated by a body of 
cvideoce of moral and even physical certainty, 

which 
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vhich baffles scepticism. Yet in the face of such 
incontrovertible proofs, the British Critic re^ 
commends to his devotees to rely rather upon the 
conjectures of David Hume ♦. The unsupported 

audacity 

♦ As the conjectures of Mr. Hume are here brought forward 
to discredit the very foundation of Irish history, it will not be 
found invidious in the author to call his reader's attention to 
that gentleman's claim to historical veracity. — Amicus Plato .• 
magts arnica veritasm If these theological anathematisers of 
the Historical Review have read the work regularly, they must 
have seen (p. 114*) what was said by the Rev. Doctor Warner^ 
(a protestant divine, perhaps as well qualified to know, and as 
well disposed to disclose, the truth of Irish history, as any 
writer for the British Critic), concerning Mr. Hume's historical 
Sdelity to Ireland* *• To such miserable Jhifts are able men n- 
«' duced^ when they write to please a party ^ or to support a cha^ 
*< racter without regard to truth.^ While Mr. Hume was 
writing his History, a certain lord of session supplied him with 
several original documents concerning Elizabeth's conduct 
towards Mary Queen of Scots : they tended to render the 
character of Elizabeth less amiable in the eyes of the English, 
than it is generally represented. Mr. Hume worked them 
faithfully into his manuscript, which having been perused by or 
on behalf of Mr. Andrew Millar, his publisher, he was in- 
formed, that this new and less favoured portrait of that fovourite 
sovereign would be by 500/. less saleable than a highly finished 
^opy of that, to which the British eye had been so long accus* 
tomed* Mr. Hume took back his manuscript, and complied 
with tKe prudential suggestions of his bookseller, observing, 
with philosophic pleasantry, that 500/. was a valuable consi- 
deration for settling differences between two old friends about 
two w — s that had been dead nearly two hundred years. The 
abilities of Mr. Hume as a writer are allowed by all : his reli- 
|;ious doctrines have but few professed supporters ; and his histo* 

rical 



audacity of contradiction in the British Critic^ so 
prevalent throughout their two first essays against 
the Historical Review^ throws them directly 
within the observation of a great man, who also 
had to combat a class of general deniersof pal- 
pable verities — Nee tarn pertinaces fore arbitror vt 
clarissimum solem sanis aique patentibus oculis i;/- 
dere se negenU Lactant. 

The author is charged (p. 476) with having 
passed over sixteen reigns, viz. from Richard !• to 
Henry VII. Allowing the charge to be either 
true or important^ ^t clears him at least of even 
an attempt to falsify any historical fact during 
those reigns. He is gratified, however, in the 
British Critic's bringing before the public the 

B transaction 

rical veracity will certainly be questioned by those, who credit 
this anecdote, which can be still verified by ihady living acquain- 
tance of the late Mr. A. Millar* But, ex ore tuof te jndlcp. 
Mr. Hume has himself confessed, that no man has yet arisen^ 
who has heen enabled to pay an entire tegard to truths and has 
dared to expose her without covering or diigutie to the eyes of the 
prgudked ptdflic. (Hift. of Eng^) With how much more 
dignity spoke an honest Englishman, ere modem philosophy, 
deistical scepticifm, or political refinement had disguised the 
British character : Dura est enhn conditio historiographorum : 
quia si vera dicantf homines provocant / si falsa scripturis com- 
mendantf DominuSf qui veridieos ah adulatoribus sequestratf non 
acceptat. Mat. Par. 774. For hard is the lot of the histo- 
rian ! if he speak truth, he offends man : if by his writings he 
countenance falsehood, the Lord, who segregates trutli-teliers 
from flatterersi will not receive him* 
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transaction of the imposture of Simnel: for ad« 
niitting that adherence to the claims of the House 
of York Avas no act of rebellion, the attachment 
of the Irish to the supposed Earl of Warwick is 
an illustrious instance (amongst many) of the 
grateful affection of that nation to their benefac-^ 
^ors, and of their distinguished loyalty to their 
lawful sovereign ; for presuming that impostor 
<o be the Earl of Warwick, they considered him 
to be the true Platitagenet. 

So gross are the deviations of those bilious 
critics from the knowledge of the scholar, the 
fairness of the gentleman, and the candor of the 
reviewer^ that, after having illustrated an instance 
of each, the author will dismiss them from his 
thoughts for ever ; unless some future well-founded 
or tempered critique should suggest the inaccuracy 
or falsehood of some historical fact, which he 
will then correct, and publicly recognise his obli- 
gation to the suggester of the mistatement : for 
truth, from whatever hand it comes, fhall continue 
to be, as it has hitherto been, the sole object of 
his attainment. 

The British Critic (p. 48 1 ) betrays the slender 
store of legal and constitutional knowledge, with 
which he so confidently arrogates the function 
of librorum censor. In his pruriency for invec- 
tive, he charges the author with not having read, 

or 



or not understanding the statute against marrying 
with the Irish, In turgid hebetude, these time* 
serving commentators upon the statutes confine 
the prohibition to intermarriages between the 
King's subjects and Irish rebelsy unless they 
became denizens: ignorant that denization is the 
cure of alienage^ not of high treason. But what 
will the rural curate, who reluctlantly pays for the 
impartial elucubratione of the British Critic^ as the 
sine qua non of his promotion, what will his rector, 
what his ordinary, what will any man, who has 
hitherto given thjem credit for the knowledge of 
the scholar, or even for common honesty, say, 
when he is apprized, that the 56th page of the 
Historical Review, which has drawn forth their 
Pharifaicar rant, contains the solemn opinion, 
agreeing with the authoi^s (and with every iaw^ 
yet's) interpretation of that statute, so recently 
given as on the 10th of February i8co, by the 
lajte Earl of Clare, undoubtedly the most able, 
and by his creatures and followers cried up as the 
purest supporter of the Protestant ascendancy in 
Ireland. ** The early policy of the English Go- 
^ vernment certainly was to discourage all coui. 
f* nexion of the colony with the «/i//t;^ (mark, he 
*^ says not rebel J Irish : it seems difficult, howe- 
^* ver, to reconcile it to any piinciple of sound 
** policy : it was a declaration of. a perpetual 
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" war against not only the native Irish, but against 
" every person of English blood, who had settled 
*' beyond the limits of the Pale, or from motives 
** of personal interest^r convenience had formed 
** connexions with the natives (this was no aft 
•^ of treason), and adopted their laws or customs y 
*^ and it had the full effect, which might have 
" been expected : it drew closer the confederacy 
^^ it was meant to dissolve, and implicated the 
^'colony of the Pale in ceaseless warfare and 
*^ contention with each other, and with the in- 
^^ habitants of the adjacent district.'^ (Speech of 
the Earl of Clare, in D. P. 9.) 

As the author's view was the publication of 
truth, he once thought, as he continues to think, 
that it was his duty to send it forth in the form 
in which it should pass the most current. He 
was aware that, to that class of his readers, who. 
are really desirous of attaining the truth, it would 
I?e immaterial, from whose pen it came: and to 
that class of them, whose prejudices baing once 
fixed would reluctantly submit to any truth which 
counteracted tbemy he presumed the words of one 
of their favourite writers would receive more 
ready credit than those of the author. For this 
^e^soQ tl^e author designedly copied from Leland, 

w^hcr^ 



43 

vhere Leland spoke the truth * ; particularly €on» 
cerniug the early scenes of the reformation and 
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* The late Dr. Leland is well known to have written hm 
History for a bishopric^ which he never attained* It is b&t a 
more polished edition of Cox, the falsities of whose work am 
too rank and numerous for specific refutation. The author 
never intended to publish a polemical work, to refute other false 
historians, but to submit to tht public a genuine view of the 
9tate of Irelai^d, by tearing away the veil of fictitious stofy^ za^ 
exposing facts, such as they were. Dr. Leland was amply 
furnished with documents for writing a true history of Ireland 
by several, who were desirous, that historical justice should at 
length be doqe to that much-traduced people. He cultivated 
the acquaintance of, and was in habits of intimacy with the late 
Mr. Charles O'Connor, of Ballynagare, who was possessed cS 
the best collection of materials for writing Irish history down t^ 
^e period, to Ayhich Pr. Leland carries it, ^f any individual in 
£urope, and which is now deposited in the Marquis of Buck* 
ingham's library at Stowe. The author has been repeatedly 
assured by two gentlemen of great respectability now living, 
that they have heard Dr. Leland assure Mr. O'Connor, that 
he was fully aware of the false colouring and unfair tendency 
of his History ; but that the persons, for whom he wrote and 
published it, would not relish or encourage the work, unless it 
supported those facts and principles, which had received cur- 
rency with the English ascendancy in Ireland since the reform^ 
tion ; admitting he could write a more true, which would, of 
course, be a less saleable history of that country. The late 
Mr. Edmund Burke had made some important researches into 
one particular period of Irish history, the author's representa*. 
tion of which has given such offence to the British Critic^ and 
from public records had extracted most authentic documents i*^- 
Ij^tive to the Protestant massacre, which would have given a 
^ery different cast to the complexion of that supposed event. 
When Dr. L. undertook to write the liistory of Irdand, Mr. B. 
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its introduction into Ireland. He said therefore 
in a note, and it would have been candid in the 
British Critic to have noticed the words (p. 52), 
" For yery obvious reasons I have chosen to follow 
** Dr. Leland's account of the effect of Arch-> 
^* bishop Browne's mission to Ireland.'* 

A reader of the British Critic, giving the writers 
credit for common honesty and truth, must ne- 
cessarily infer from these words (p. 475), As to 
Mr. Plowden^s philippic against coygn^ and livery^ 
ls?c. that the author h^d indulged in some vehe- 
inent invective against that usage, which those 
writers dignified by the apellation of z philippic. 
But what will be the conclusion, when .it shall 
appear that all the author has said of it is 
thus expressed in p* 41 : ^* It was a system so 
** grievous in its nature, that, had it been con- 
" fined to that disastrous period of the Irish his- 
♦* tory> I should haye spoken of it v^ith the same 

freedom 

pat these and all his other papers iQto the Doctor^^ hands^ 
in order that facts might be brought to light, and |ustory bot^ 
tomcd in truth. But truth was not the object of Leland's 
publicauon ; a good sale was his only aim ; and facts, which 
would have counteracted t)ie prejudices of those, who could 
afford to bay^ were suppressed for fear of blasting with ynpar 
Jatable truths, the pages of his work. He not only withheld 
the papers from his History, but from Mr. B. likewise. Mr. 
B. was never able to obtain them from him again.. The truth 
of this anecdote has been confirmed to the author by sereral 
intimate friends of the late Mr. Burke* 
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^freedom I have used in narrating other barba- 
rous usages, which civilization and political ii-* 
berality have long entombed : but recent revivals 
^ of this system of inhumanity render it prudent 
•* for a modem writer to use other rather than 
** his own language in detailing these ancient 
•* enormities/' What will be the astonishment, 
that the philippics found in the Historical Reviiv^ 
against coygne and livery^ are those of the first 
law officer of the Crown, and of a Protestant 
divine, and not of a Catholic historian ? The 
first of these philippics is of Sir John Davies, and 
begins with these remarkable words : ^^ But the 
*' most wicked and mischievous custome of all 
•* others was that of coygne and livery^ often bc- 
•^ fore mentioned, which consisted in taking of 
•* man^s meaUy hcrfemeate^ and money of all the in- 
•* habitants of the country at the will and pleasure 
" of the soldier ; who, as the phrase of Scrip- 
•* tureis, did cate up the people as it were bread*'' 
And it ends with the following remarkable words : 
** That though it were invented in hell, yet if it 
^ had been used and practised there, as it hath 
^ been in Ireland, it had long since destroyed 
** thcvery kingdom oYBelzebub.*' The second of 
these philippics is from the pen of Dr. Leland^ 
and is expressed in his strongest colouring : it 
ends with these words : ^' Riot, rapine, massacre^ 

and 
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** and all the tremendous effects of anarchy, were 

• 

•' the natural consequences* Every inconsider^ 
able party, who under the pretence of loyalty 
received the King's commission to repel the 
adversary in some particular district, became 
pestilent enemies to the inhabitants* Their 
property, their wives, the chastity of their fa* 
milies, were all exposed to barbarians^ who 
sought only to glut their brutal passions, and 

by their horrible excesses purchased the curse 

■« ■ 

*^ of God and man/* If the ire and indignation 
of the British Critic be roused into such pa<» 
roxysms by these philippicsy truth and candour 
must admit, that they are the philippics of Sir 
John Davies and Doctor Leland« and not of Mr» 
Plowden. 

For the sake of such persons as are ignorant 
of, but who wish to attain the truth of Irish his- 
tory, the author passes not over unnoticed the 
piteous attempt of the British Critic to discredit 
ihe Historical Review^ hy falsely asserting, that it 
is bottomed only upon the authority of some few 
Catholic writers, in palpable contradiction to the 
Protestant historians of Ireland. For the refuta- 
tion of this unmanly falsehood^ the author refers 
bis readers, and particularly his English readers 
(the British Critic has inadvertently uttered one 
truth, p. 464, That very general is the ignorance^ 
. . which. 
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^bichy even at this day^ prevails in England (f the 
true state of that country)^ to the authorities h^ 
has quoted in his work, of Dr. Nalson, the Bishop 
of Derry, and Dr. Warner ; all three Protestant 
clergymen ; and the author presumes, in as high 
repute for knowledge, candor, and religion, as 
the writers of the British Critic. 

Doctor Nalson says (and the British Critic could 
not wick so hard as not to see it quoted), p. 13, 
•* That Borlase's history of the Irish Rebellion is 
rather a paradox than a history, and that his 
distorted plagiarism of Lord Clarendon's ma- 
** nuscript rendered him suspected not to be over- 
** stocked with honesty and justice, so necessary 
" to the reputation of an unblemished historian. 
•* He wrote for the avowed purpose of defending 
** the harsh government of his father. Sir John 
•* Borlase, and Sir William Parsons.'* — Xbe 
Bishop of Derry admits that "he continued Sir 
John Temple's partial and unfaithful Memoirs, 
and wrote Reflections upon Lord Castlehaven's 
•* Memoirs, as being openly and avowedly a fa- 
** vourite of the faction, and the men and' the 
** actions of those times," 

Doctor Warner is quoted (p. 113), and no 
man of ordinary understanding will give credit to 
such severe censors, for having inadvertently 
overlooked so long and important a quotation from 
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ft Protestant gentleman of their oivn clolh. ^ Th€ 
*• orfginal Protestant writers of this period are 
*' Sir John Temple and Doctor Borlade : the first, 
•* who was master of the rolls and a privy coun- 
" sellor, has confined himself entirely to the 
" massacre and rebellion in the earfy part of it ; 
*' and the sense of what he suffered by the insure 
rection, together with his attachment to the 
ministry, led him to aggravate the crimes and 
•* cruelties of the Irish ; the other was the son 
^ of Sir John Borkse, one of the lords justices 
•' of that time, and seems to have been an officer 
*' in the civil wars, who hath made great use of 
** Temple's History ; and,, as far as be liked it^ 
•* of Lord Clarendon's Vindication of the Mar- 
** quis of Ormonde. If both these authors are 
to be read with great suspi<:ioa of partiality^ 
as they eertainly are, except in the copies of 
*• original papers, and the facts which tally with 
** them, Sir Richard Cox, who has done little 
•* more than transcribe the accomits which they 
have given, is entitled to still less merit, and 
yet open to the same suspicion. When he bad 
no longer these to be his guide, the remain- 
U der of his work is little more than an extract 
<^ from the newspapjsrs and pamphlets of the time, 
** and in no part deserves the name of a history." 
And he further says, " As to all the writers of. 

English 
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** English history, who attempt to give any relar 
** tion of this rebellion, having compiled fipm 
** some or other of the materials aforementioned, 
they have copied lil^ewi^e their mistakes anci 
imperfex:tions f hence they are §o inaccurate, 
'* partial, ?nd uninformed, that whoevfsr contents 
himself ^ith the accounts that be meets with 
of it, in any of. our histories of England (not 
ope excepted) may be sajd to kno\jr little of ft.** 
Thp same reverend author, speaking, in the body 
of his IJistory, of Mr. Hjiime's gross infidelity^ 
in representing the conduj:t of Charles I. to>yards 
|iis Irish subjects, says (p. 359), *' Tp such n)i- 
** serable shifts are able men reduced, when they 
^f write to pleasp a party, or to support a cha- 
" racter without regard to truth. It is but very 
*^ lutle that Mr^ Hume hath said on this critical 
^ part of King Charles's reign; but unless he could 
have said something mi;ch more ^o the purpose 
f* than he hath said, he had better have taken the 
^* way Lord Clarendon took, ?ind haye said nq- 
" thing at all/' Can they claim titlp to the 
fairness of Reviewers, who charge the author 
(p. 661) with interdicting any reference to Te?nple^ 
jBorl/ise^ Clarendon, Qirte^ and Cox, and accusing 
the Protestants with having commenced the first 
piassacre in 1641 ; a position (they assert) contrary 
40 ^ie faith of history; when they must have read the 

c z followin{^ 
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Following words, quoted out of Clarendon (Hist. 
Rev. 137): ** /ibout the beginning of November 
1 64 1, the English and Scotch forces in Carrickfer-^ 
gus murdered^ in one nighty all the inhabitants of 
the island Gee^ commonly called Mac^Gee^ to the 
** number of above three thousand men^ womeny and 
** children J all innocent fersonsy in a time when 
** none of the Catholics in that country were in arms 
" or rebellion. Note., that this was the first mas so* 
^* ere committed in Ireland on either side^^ Let 
any man of common honour or honesty (I 
appea^l to none other) say, is this interdicting the 
authority of Clarendon ? Is this Mr. Plowden's 
or Lord Clarendon's accusation ? 

Such barefaced attempts to impose upon igno- 
rance or inability to attain the truth, such pros^ 
titution to every thing uncandid^ such total aban- 
donment of uprightness, will discharge the author 
from the nauseating task of specifying more of 
the wilful falsifications and mistatements of the 
writers of the British Critic. They have, howe- 
ver, called upon the author to disclose to the 
public his object in publishing such a worky at 
such a time as ihepresenty with a further complaint, 
that at this mpropitious moment he has thrown down 
the gauntlet of religious and political controversy 
(p. 465). Before the author enters into the detail 
of the circumstances, under which he wrote and 

published 
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published his Historical Review, he begs leave to . 
premise, that the work does not contain a single 
sentence of religious controversy. If the narra- 
tion of historical truths be, in the. language of 
the^e pseudocritics i throwing down the gauntlet the 
author declines not the contest with any one, 
who fairly enters the lists to disprove thenav 

In the autumn of i8oi, the author had in the 
press a work, that has since appeared, upon the 
constitution of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, civil and ecclesiastical. It 
was his intention to have subjoined to it an 
Appendix, relating to the th^n recent transaction 
of the union. The difficulty of procuring any 
materials for the purpose in London, sharpened 
his eagerness for research, and led him to con- 
template that great event in all its bearings. The 
subject was not new to him : he had long consi. 
dered *, as he still does consider, that an inrcqr- 

porate 

* The author hady in April 1792, after several conversations 
with the Minister upon the subject of Ireland, put into his 
hands the following considerations upon the state of that country, 
accompanied with a letter, which, should these sheets cpmc{ 
under his eye, the author trusts will work an impression on 
that great man's mind, which either was not produced or not « 
expressed at the time he received them. The writer was or- 
dered, and he obeyed the order, to put a copy into the hands 
of. Mr. Dundas (now Lord Melville). From that hour, 
though the author frc^^ueoUy so(icIted an interview with that 

^nister. 
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porate union of the two kingdoms must be the 
greatest blessing to the British Empire, if followed 

Minister, he never could obtatn one during the remaining nine 
years he coqtinued in office, though the objects of his solicit^ • 
tion were of the first i^ation^l magnitude. Truth alone survives 
all changes of times, fashions, and circumstances. In justice 
to himself and family, the author now submits to the impartial 
public, th^t letter and that pi^per^ w}uch the consequent conduct 
of the minister, who received them, towards the writer, shews 
to have been displeasing or offensive. The fate of the Historic 
eal Rgifiew renders the ease of the author the cause of Ireland $ 
and it is now become expedient, just, and necessary, that his 
negociations in Downing- Street concerning it fhould be disclosed. 

Sir, jidelphiy lyh Jpril l-jf^t. 

Your apparent surprise at what I hinted to you about Ireland, 
the last time I ha<| the honour of seeing you, has made me turn 
lyiy thoughts more than eyer to that subject. If the information, 
which you haye received concerning the situation of affairs in 
that country be contrary to my representation of them, for once 
I shall cordially rejoice in being deceived* I have used what 
me^ns I coul4 to come fit the truth : and you may rely upon the 
uprightness of my intentions in communicating to you the 
contents of the enclosed paper. I have withstood some pressmg 
solicitations to publish an argument in support of the eraancipa?* 
tion of Ireland. For very obvious reasons, I have preferred 
l^is measure, of submitting privately the grounds oi the case 
to your<:onsideration, that your prudence may aj^ly such remedy, 
as you shall find the riature of it demands^ You will forgive 
perhaps an officious, certainly a zealous attempt to contribute 
towards the prevention of very serious e«rils. I have that conr 
fidence in your judgnjent and resoli^tion, that nothing but misiur 
formation of facts, can betray you into an inefficient measure of 
Government. I hope, therefore, that my surmise of false 
reports having been made to you will plead my apology for 
liaving troubled you upon the su)>jecu I most devontly wisb 

the 
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up by an indiscriminating adoption of all his 
Majefty's subjects^ in the assumption of the 

Imperial 

the circumstances not to happen, which, I am sorry to acknow- 
ledge, I see the strongest probability of happening. If happily 
they do not, I shall rejoice in having given an useless alarm : 
if unfortunately they do, I shall console myself in the consci- 
ousness of having done whatever lay in my slender ability to 
prevent them* My constant ambition is to promote and ensure 
tlie welfare and happiness of every part of the British empire. 

I have the honour to be with the most respectful deference 
and highest esteem. 

Sir, your devoted and obedient 

Humble Servant, 
The Rt, Hon. IVtlUam Pitt. Francis Flowden« 

A sincere welUwisher to Government thinks it a call of duty 
and loyalty to submit to the Minister the following considera* 
tions upon the present state of Ireland* 

It is allowed that 3,000,000 of the inhabitants are Roman 
Catholics. It is a matter of notoriety, that they have petitioned 
Parliament in vain for the free elective franchise. The indul- 
gences, which have been granted to them by Parliament, affect 
but few individuals of their body. 

The situation of Ireland is at present widely different from 
what it was twenty years back. The sentiments and feelings of 
men upon government and subordination are also widely different 
from what they were five years back. Wherever a government 
or constitution is radically good, the discussion of its principles 
will strengthen and confirm it : but where it is otherwise, such 
discussion must produce a contrary effect. 

Eveiy general principle of the British constitution operates in 
the inverfe ratio upon Ireland ; and the Irish are now taught to 
see, and spirited up to feel, that a nation cannot be taxed that is 
not represented, nor bounden by laws, in the framing of which 
they do not concur. They know themselves to have been loyal 
tp their King and country : they profess that faith, which they 

believe 
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Imperial Parliament's manifesting the same tu- 
telary atteniion to the interests of the people of 

Ireland^ 

beKeve their consciences require, which they know to be civilly 
innoxious, and in no manner repugnant to the spirit of the 
constitution of their country. They therefore feel themselves 
galled by persecution and oppression merely on account of their 
religious persuasion. They know that they form a most decided 
majority of the nation ; and they are now forcibly taught to insist 
upon the practical effects of the first principle of all civil govern, 
ment, that the free will of the majority can alone bind a nation. 
The bulk of the Irish Roman Catholics consists of their peasantry. 
They are chiefly aggrieved by the want of the elective franchise, 
which subjects them to be constantly postponed in the letting 
of farms to Protestant 40/. freeholders, to keep up parliamentary 
influence. Catholic families are daily ejected from their tene- 
ments to make room for Protestant 4ar. freeholders. 

The body of Roman Catholics indeed, is generally inclined 
to monarchy : the society of United Irishmen of Belfast are 
mostly, if not entirely, Presbyterians, who are known to be less 
cordially affected towards monarchy: and it appears evident 
from their refolutions, oath, and proceedings, that they aim 
immediately at a total change in the representation of the king- 
dom of Ireland, intended probably to be followed up by a total 
separation from this country, and, if possible, by the establish- 
ment of a republican democracy. 

The attempts of this society to form an union or coalition 
with the R0man Catholics are unremitted : every lure, every 
promise, ei^ty temptation to civil freedom and liberty, are art- 
fully displayed, and every incentive to retaliate for past horrors 
or grievances, every provocative to reclaim usurped rights, are 
most ingeniously and forcibly and seasonably bit)ught forth to 
keep up the irasciWlity of those, who have been so sorely hurt 
at the disdainful rejectioi3»f their petition to Parliament for the 
right of the elective fraticl&Q^ The few Romin Catholics of 
landed property, or ostensHsk respectability, who have signed 

any 
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Ireland 9 which they do to those of the city of 

London, or other the most favoured portion of 

the British empire. 

t> He 

toy instruhi^iii to denote or intimate their acquiescence in thd 
deprivation of this great civil right, have either lost their in- 
fluence upon the body at large, or repented, for having com« 
mitted themselves i^pon the question. The body itself has 
acquired an increased degree of spirit, energy, and determination 
to pursue this object to every extreme, in proportion as they 
have been heretofore supposed to be under the influence of Lord 
Kenmare and others who sided with him. 

The unparall^d sufferance and forbearance of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland for this last century, under the galling 
pressure of the severest laws, was solely owing to the influence 
and exertions of their clergy over their respective flocks. But 
now, from forming themselves into association^ and being taught 
to think more Rilly and freely upon their civil rights, they have 
determined amongst themselves, that in this they have been de^ 
ceived and misled by their clergy t that no consideration 
whatever ought to have withholden them from asserting their 
just rights, as imofiending members of that society, of which 
they formed the dedded majority* The consequence hs^ been» 
that the clergy haye found it necessary to secede from the com- 
mittee of the Roman Catholic Jbody. They have also felt, that 
during this unaccountable and io&mous stupor of their body, as 
they term it, Lord Kenmare had pretended to command and 
exercise an influence over the body, which he really never 
possessed ; and lest the deception might still continue, they have 
expelled * him from the committee i and it is notorious, that 

his 

* The reader is re(|iie8te<l to notice, that this paper Was not a public 
historical detail of facts, but a private communication to Ministers of 
Teports thefi in general circulation, and a reasoning upon the effects of those 
reports, in the truth of which the Author at that time assui^ed the 
Minifter, he should cordially rejoice in being deceived. The historical 
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He passed in revietjr all the intermediate scene* 
Exhibited on iHq theatre of that fatal country- 

between 

Ais Lordship Could not command one single name or signature 
io an address, that he \vished ta be presented to Oovernraent' 
from his owil county of Kerry^ ^here the bulk of his' property 
fies»' 

'rtte consequences of irritating and proTokingthe majority of 
l!hc Irish nation, by the refusal of what they feel they hare a 
right to, are too horrid to dwell upon, and much too serious t& 
trifle with.' The resolution, no longer to submit to any incapaci- 
ties or grievance^ tkpon the scot'ii of religion, is general with the*- 
tody. And those who think that the Irish 'Kbman Catholics 
are now peaceable, inactive,- quiet, and* contented with their 
situation, are grossly deceired^ A spirit? o£ i?esiitance has per< 
^ded the greater part- bf them, and h increasing in a rapid 
though silent manffe'r: the more so at present,^ as their Riture 
measures will be probably planned and concerted by the society 
of the United Irishmen of Dublin, who have deeper schemes' 
than the Roman Catholics, whom they mean to- use as theii^ 
instruments for executing them.* 

They are taught and spirited up by some very artful and 
determinate individuals of their own and of other bodies bfmen, 
to be insulted wth the very idea of the Frotestant ascendancy^ 
to insist Upon absolute equality in^ all civil advantages > to view 
every ascendancy over the bulU^' of the natieil as an unjust and 
tyrannical monopoly of a few interested individuals ;• in a wordy 
not to look upon those their representatives in- Parliament, whom 
lliey neither elect nor depute. What must be the consequence^ 
of an enraged, reflate, and united people, thus tutored, and 
thus a^edted i 

The 

detail of the conduct of the late Lord Kenttiare, and some other gentle- 
Inen who sided widi him,, and of their di£ference from the Catholic 
Committee, ^ to be found in the sccMd Volume of tkp HUUrU^l 
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between the years 1792 and. 1801 ; he inquire^ 
into jtbe effects producjsd up to that time (the end 

D 2 of 

The radical defect of redres? lies In die act of the ^^d of his 
present Majesty, which established a sort o£ smptri^m in imferiop 
and made Ireland independent of our Legislature. A most fataj 
solecism in politics ; which nothing but an tmion can now possibly 
correct ; and to that Ireland will object, and jEngland is disa^ 
Ued by tnis yery act to caforce it. 

Government best kno^s of what importance it is to the state^ 
tha,t Ireland should be dependant upon, or united with Great 
Britain : they ^ill therefore be the proper judges of the necessity 
of engaging the majority of the nation to rejish and support that 
dependance or u/ilon. I^et them not, therefore, permit the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland to remain under their present pre^ 
possession, that their exclusion from the state is necessary to 
preserve that depend^ince or ufiioOf 

£re some fatal resolution be entered into, let them be conr 
xrinced that t^eir petition wil^ be attended to, and granted. Under 
the desperate irrita^on at its rejection, some moderate men 
shudder at the violent extremities to which the more active and 
lietermiaate members of the body are now proceeding. 

The Irish are determinately EiithAil to the cause they embark 
in, and they would remain loyally attached tp their King and 
their Constitution, were they admitted to an ec[ual participatioii 
of it with others. TJieir religioa enforces the observance of 
civil duties^ wherever they have ciyil rights. It appears the 
extremity of rawness to alienate their affection, and drive them 
to the fatal provopation of asserting what they cl^im as an unalier 
liable right, by force or violence^ 

If Government wish to preserye Ae form of die British con? 
Stitutipn in Irel^nd^ if the possessors of landed property in that 
Jcingdom wish to annex any parliaipentary influence to thtir 
possessions, if the publip wish to ayoid bloodshed, to preserve 
the harmony and ensure the prospefity of that kingdom, it is 
jevident that the content, freedom, and ijidependeiice of theif 
fiativfi ten^mtry are essentially necessaryt 
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of August i?io!) by the union ; and he lamented 
to find, that it became daily less palatable to the 
people of tliat part of the Uniteid Kingdom. He 

di^covefed 

The spirit in which ycry many Roman Catholics have embark- 
ed in the resolution of asserting an equal participation of civil 
Tights and advantages wi^ their ^rotestant brethren, is empha- 
tically expressed in the form of the oath* which i^ required to 
be taken by all who enter into the society of United Irishmen^ 
which is as follows ; •* I A* B* in the pre8en9c of God, d^ 
<^ pledge ipyself to my 90untry, that I will u^e all my abilities 
<< and influence in the attainment of an impartia][ and adequate 
representation of the Irish nation in Parliament ; and as a 
means of s^bsolute and immediate neqessity in the ^stablish^^ 
^5 ment of this chief good of ][reland, I will endeavour, as 
<< much as in my ability, to form ^ brotherhood of affection 
^. and identity of interests, a com^nunion of riehts^ and an union 
^^ of power among Irishmen of all religious persuasions ; without 
«.* which every reform in Parliament must be partial, not national, 
^.* inadequate to the wants, delusive to the wishes, and insuffi* 
«* cient for the freedom and happinessi of this country." 

Many thousands of Ropan Catholics have already entered 
into this ^ciety. A coalition between the Catholic committee 
of Dublin and the Dissenters of the north, is already completed^ 
though not with the Roman Catl^olics of t;he south-west. The 
most earnest attempts are made to bring this tp bear, and the 
prevention of it alone can ^ave that country from a general 
attempt, by means perhap? the most horrible, to throw off their 
dependance upon this government (if any they still have), and 
to form a new one for themselves. 

The enthusiastic conviction of asserting civtf and religious 
rlghtsy superadded to the nat^ral impetuosity of the Irish disposi-. 
tion, and aggravated by the most artful incentives to retaliate for 
the oppressions and confiscations of their ancestors, must fill every 
tlioughtful person with the awful dread of scenes, at whicl^ 
humanity will shudder, and from which God of his mercy 
preserve us. 
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discovered from inquiries, that, so far from its 
uniting and consolidating the affections of the 
Irish with those of the British, a general discon* 
tent and disgust at the measure seemed to per- 
vade all ranks of people throughout that country. 
He was assured by an Iiish member of the Impe- 
rial Parliament, that although he had ever exe- 
crated the measure, he had voted for it uniformly 
from its proposal to its accomplishment ; and that 
it wis, he believed, cordially detested by ninety-f 
nine out of one hundred of his countrymen. It 
was impossible not to see, that the consequences 
of the rebellion of 1798 had left an impression of 
vindictive soreness in the breasts of numerous in* 
dividuals : and it was evident, that the union had 
not hitherto counteracted those effects. The 
ffforts qf soiiie anti*unionists to discredit the 
measure, and render it unpopular, were increasing* 
not abating. To the disaffected, the union offered 
^ plausible ground for indulging an acrimonious 
fjisgust at Govern^ient Many •f the venal fup* 
porters of th^t measure, having either gotten all 
they expected, or less than they thought them- 
selves entitled to, were wickedly mischievous in 
endeavouring to bring it into contempt and 
hatred. Two powerful argumwts were employed 
in traducing it in the eyes of the Catholics. To 
^h^ supporters of the measure (they were for the 

majority). 
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majority), that they were swindled into that sup# 
port by false promises and delusive ejicpectations 
never intended to be realized. To the hw who 
opposed it, it was argued (^by the conduct of Go- 
vernment since the Union, the argument now 
;EiffeGts the whole body), that their claims and 
interests will for ever be, as they hitherto have 
been, neglected, despised, br rejected by the Inii* 
perial Parliament. Such reasoning falling in with 
the seductive artifices of the restless, discontented, 
vindictive, and desperate (such there are in Ireland 
to this moment), tended in different ways to es- 

trange the public mind from that affectionate 
confidence in Government, which is the natural 

supporter of duty and loyalty. Observation conr 

vinced the author, that the bulk of the Orange* 

pien were from ptinciple, disposition, and interest, 

determined anti^unionists ; that with this body of 

men it had been long a practice to measure and 

appraise their own loyalty by traducing such of 

their fellow-subjects as they excluded from their 

societies f the exclusion of the Catholics extended 

to a population of nearly four millions), holding 

out their Catholic countrymen as rebels and 

traitors from disposition, principle, and religion j 

that the quintescence of Orangism was necessarily 

productive of disunion and enmity between the 

members of the Orange cluljs, an4 thosp whq 

fouid 
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could not be admitted into thera. The pretailing 
belief * that their Viceroy, when Colonel of the 

Cambridge 

♦ Since the publication of the firet edition of the PojtRmniour 
Preface^ the author has been faroured with a document, which 
Strongly repels the report of his Bxcellency's ever having beea 
sworn into an Orange lodge* It was probably set afloat by the 
Orangemen themselves, with a view to give respectability to their 
declining credit on one hand, and to follow tip their innate spirit 
of disunion^ by rivetting a diffidence between the mass of the 
people and the chief governor, on the other. During the time 
that the Cambridgeshire militia remained in Ireland, the chie^ 
if not the only public lodges or societies theri subsisting, were 
those of Orange'men y and they were then seen in the true l^fat 
by this nobleman. He coidd not but be sensible of the artful, 
practices of many membm ef these lodges and societies to ex« 
acerbate the spirit of the newly arrived troops beyond the gene- 
rous and manly bravery of the British soldier^ His LfOrdship 
accordingly issued the following salutary order, which has been 
sent to the author from a gentleman of respectability, as extract- 
ed from the Cambridgeshire regimental Order book : 

^ Dublin^ April ijti, 1 799* 

** RkGIMSHTAL OkDSKSf 

** The Earl of Hardwlch iainng hem Informed that ieverat 
'* Lodges and Societies exist in this town and other parts of 
•* Irelaudy formed for party and other mischievous purposes^ 
'' wider various denominations^ mates it his particular request 
** to all the officers not to suffer themselves to become members of 
<' any of them ; and all the non-commissioned officers ^ and soldiers^ 
^* are strictly forbidden to be members of any such lodges or 
** societies^ or to frequent them under any pretence* 

** Any man discovered to have transgressed this order ^ must 
^ expect the consequence of such disobedience* 
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It is to be lamented, that when this noble Colonel became 
the Chief Governor of Ireland, some act of state was not- 

passed 



CsLmbridgeshire militia, had been sworn into 
an Orange lodge (the author has noe attempted to 
tcrify the fact), tended to weaken the personal 
confidence of those, who considered all Orange- 
men indisdriminately bdundefi bjr ties and engage* 
ments adverse to the Catholic interests, and who 
teperiraentally reriiarked the exclusive preference 
and predilection of the members of that society 
in the dispensation of grace and favour from th6 
Castle. 

Under these itnpressioiis tte author solicited, 
and was quickly honoured with an appointment 
to wait oil Mr. Addingtoil ; when he s^ubniitted 
to him, that the calumny, traduction, and mis* 
representation, under which the bulk of the Irish 
laboured, was a national grievance ^ that nothing 
could tend more powerfully to excite and promote 
rebellion, than to bold out, consider, and deal 
with them asi with incorrigible rebels by disposi- 
tion, principle,, and religion : that the evil was 
increased by the countenance and forced circula- 
tion given to Sir R. Musgrave*s Memoirs of the 
Irish Rebellions ; a work so false, inflammatory, 
and malignant^ that Lord Cornwallis had been 

forced 

passed for chectdng or breaking up all these lodges and socie- 
ties, formed for party and other mischievous purposes, the evil 
tendency of which his Lordship once clearly saw and so pru* 
dently gjoarded his regiment ag^tbst* 
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.forced publidy to tlisclaim the dedication of it t 
that the Irish ^atipn was pre-eminently fond of 
historical justice, and felt more sensibly than any 
other people the deprivation of it : that it there- 
fore had become an object of national importance^ 
that a fair, impartial, aqd authentic history of 
that country should be written, to counteract the 
jeffects of Sir R. Musgraves's, a^d such other 
.Orange publications, in or<ler to reconcile the pub- 
lic mind in Ireland to the^neasure of union. That 
the Premier might be put into the full possession 
of the author's sentifioents upon the state of Ire- 
land, he delivered to him a copy of the before- 
mentioned letter arid paper, written twelve years 
before, and took the liberty of desiring that they 
might be kept by him as a test of his sentimett% 
and a pledge of his fidelity in de3:ecuting l8)e 
commission, which he then received, of writing 
an impartial and authentic history t>f Ireland, to 
shew the utility, and reconcile the Irish mind 
to the prospective advantages of the union. When 
on this occasion the author's proposal was ac- 
ceded to by the Minister,^ a gracious remark ac- 
companied that accession, that he was happy in 
employing the author's talents in an undertaking 
of so much utility to the pubii(:; and when refe- 
rence was made to the observations of the Member 
of Parliament before moticed^ upon the unpopu- 

& laiity 
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lafity of the union, Mr. Addington observed, 
that he feafed that feeling was but too general 
in Ireland. The author having consented to take 
the work in hand, and to go oter to Ireland 
during the vacation, to procure matefials and 
information, the Ptemiei* remarked, that the 
only remaining consideration was, to settle what 
cottfpensation the author should be allowed for 
his time and trouble \ti going over to Irekud^ 
the immediate reply was, that, confiding in the 
ultimate remuneration of Government, upon the 
accomplishment of his mission with fidelity, be 
should hope for the present, that some few hun- 
dred pounds would not be "found unreasonable. 
The Minister consented to allow him three hun- 
dred pounds 'i one hundred to be paid down, the 
second hundred at Mi(^haelmas, and the third 
hundred to be paid when the author should be 
ready to go to press^ The Minister assured him 
he was to be put to no expense or disburse- 
ment in procuring the materials necessary for 
the undertaking y he was to publish in his own 
name, and at his own risk, and to take no- ad- 
vantage of the support and countenance of Go« 
vernment. The interview ended in the promise 
of such a recommendation to Mr. Abbott, the 
Secretary, as should in every sense secure to the 
author a satisfactory reception at the Castle. 

having 
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Having collected some books upon the subject 
q{ Irish affairs, in Londpn, h^ arrived in Dublin 
ipi the begiiining of September j^ci, where having, 
opened his missioa to Mr. Secretary Abbott, hp 
W^s coldly received, ^n^ laconically assured^ that 
without instrucpoQs h^ could give no counte* 
nanqe tp ^n undertaking, to which he was till 
then ^n utter stronger. On that day the author 
tieported himself to Mr. Addington, arrived iqi 
Pub)in, ai^d gave him an ac(:ouQt of his reception 
at the Castle. Before ^uy answer could have ar- 
rived to his^letter, th^ author received a summon^ 
to attend at the ca;tle» from Mr Alexander Mars* 
den, who informed him, that orders had been receiv- 
ed from Downing-street, to furnish him with matCr 
rials for writing the History of th^ Unipn. Mr. Un- 
der-Secretary, tp whpm the author was a stranger, 
received him very graciously, and conversed upon 
the subject of the undertaking for nearly two 
fapurs ; he was .particularly inquisitive about the 
period, from which the history was to be deduced^ 
the size of the work, the probable time of its 
appearance, and t|ie feature of (he documents and 
materials, tq which h? wished to have access, or 
to be furnished with. To these inquiries it was 
answered, that the intention was to give to th^ 
public such a portion of Irish history as should 
§hew tl)9 necessity of an incorporate union, bv 

E 2 contrasting 
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contrasting the dVih which that (ibuntry had suf- 
fered from the want of utildri, against the adyan* 
tiages wh'ch they had a welUfoundcd cxpcctatioft 
of deriving from the enjoyment of it ; and mean- 
ing to write znautbinticYihiiity^ he should find 
it requisite to annex a qopioUs appendix to the 
work, to which the readers might be referred for 
documents, that would be fddnd tedious by some/ 
if retailed in the body of It. Mit^y state papers; 
would therefore be wantiftg. This was Instantly 
resisted ; and the author was gil^$n td underscaild, 
that documents of that njJtqJr?" were wholly inac'* 
cessible j he was s^ssured, wilhiutly is much con* 
fidenc^ a$ truth, that all ^uch papers ai^d docu- 
ments! were the property of the different secreta- 
ries, who carried them away upon quitting their 
. ofiice ; that in tfee progress of time, the papers 
of Lords Hobari^ Pelham^ Casflereagb^ &c. might 
come to be published as histdrical curiosities, like 
those of Strqffordy Ormonde Mssex^ Boulter^ &c, 
Circumstanced as the author was, and considering 
Mr- Marsden ^s ^tterjng the instructions of Mr. 

Secretary Abbot, who ^pon the first dawn of the 

• 

undertal&mg had shewn his tparlced di$approba« 
tion of it, tamely remarked, that \% was not for 
him Xo dictate j he was under orders, and should 
endeavour to (hf: best of hi9 abilities to make 
the proper use of whatever materials be should 

he 
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te furnished mth ; remarking at the same time, 
that a difference of opinion in the two cabinet 
appeared rather singular, now that the union had 
taken place. But as no authentic history could 
be written without the aid of the journals and 
statutes, they were instantly promised } and whea . 
it was urged, that maiiy proclamations, addresses^ 
and other such pieces^ could not be dispensed . 
with, Mr, UnderrSecretary replied, that as they 
had all ilppeared in di^erent newspapers, the 
author might extract fron^ them. Upon assuii 
ranee, however, that, after a diligent $earcl| 
through Dublin, no files of newspapers could b6 
found, even for three years back, an p^er wa9 
made to lend the author the regular files of the 
Freeman^ s Journal, which were kept in the Castle* 
Fropi these, during his sfay in Dublin, the author 
procured such extracts to be made by a scrivener 
as he conceived would be wanting for his history* 
It was recommended to the author to wait agait^ 
upon M^. Abbott, who was only visible at the 
Castle on Tuesdays and Fridays, from the hours 
of eleven till four, upon business. On the en- 
suing Tuesday tlie author announced himself to 
Mr. Abbott ^t eleven, ^nd was admitted at te]> 
minutes before four o'clock. Mr. Secretary wa$ 
on his legs, booted and spurred, on the point of 
departing ; he made sQme excuse for having kept 

him 
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him so long in waiting, and gave bim an order 
for the statutes and journals. On this day 
the author wrote fully tq Mr. Addington upoa 
his disappointment at bis reception at the Castle ; 
observing, that tbe refusal of access to the stat^ 
papers in Ireland would be of less consequence* 
a$ he presumed that duplicates of all the materia V 
documents ip^st be found in England, and that it 
would rest with him to admit the author to then^ 
ypon his return. During two i^OAths Residence 
in Ireland, the author collet^ted whatever ma- 
terials and information he cou|d acquire for 
his undertaking. 

With very iiitense application^ the author had» 
by the end of January 1802, prepared su^cient 
ipanuscript to got to press ; and as he had of- 
fered to submit ll;tQ the perusal of a9y person, 
whom Mr. Addingtbn shpul4 appoint on his be-* 
half, he carried the ipanuscript tp Mr, Hiley Ad- 
dington, who h^d hitherto been his p^yniaster, to 
know before whom the manuscript should be laid,, 
and to solicit the third and l<^st payment of one 
hundred pounds, ^ow, for the first time, the 
author remarked an un willingness on the part 
of his employers that the work should go on^ 
A peremptory refusal to make good the last 
payment alarmed him ; and ho was astonished 
to be told by Mr. Hiley Addington, that it 

had 
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liad been promised only after publication of 
the work; and moreover^ that it might never 
become due, as the work, if disapproved of, 
might never be published at all. To this the 
author, with some firmness replied ; he was con* 
fident, that, were he honoured with an inter- 
view with Mn Addington, he could readily bring 
to his recollection the particulars of the pro- 
posal and agreement about the payment of the 
money : but as to the publication of the work, 
afcer the trouble which he had already taken, 
and that it was known to several, that he had 
engaged in the undertaking, it should be said 
by none, that he had failed in what he liad 
taken in hand ; and that the work should posi- 
tively appear, though under the correction of 
Mr. Addington, as he had agreed, (and he never 
swerved from his word). He then had by him 
a folio manuscript of six hundred pages, ready 
to submit to perusal, and would engage regu- 
larly to furnish his censor and printer with a 
constant supply of manuscript till the whole 
should be completed. 

Reflection upon what had passed with Mr» 
Hiley Addington, induced the author to solicit 
an interview, with the Minister, expressing in his 
letter for that purpose, his astonishment at the 
misrepresentation of the agreement made by his 

brother. 
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brother, who was not privy to it. After the 
lapse of some days he procured the honour of an 
appointment ; and, after he had waited some 
lime with hrs manuscript in Downing Street, he 
was remitted to a future day by Mr. Hiley 
Addington. Five subsequent appointments werg 
made and ended in the same manner : an unfore- 
seen press of business, or the intervention of 
some one of more consequence prevented his 
admission. A fresh appointment brought the 
author and his manuscript a sixth time to 
Downing Street, where, after having waited for 
three quarters of an hour, he was in the old 
style again remitted to the following day. Upon 
letiriog, the author was accosted by Mr. Hiley 
Addington, and imperiously told, that, had he 
chosen to have been punctual to his time, his 
brother would haye seen him. The author 
xeplied, that he had arrived in Downing Street 
five minutes before the hour of appointment. 
7hat cannot be^ said Mr. Hiley Addington ; and 
instantly demanded to see his note, which the 
author had not about him ; relying however on 
the correctness of his memory, he promised to 
be punctual also to the hour on the next day. 

Suspicions now became convictions that Mr. 
Hiley Addington had adopted all the prepossessi- 
ons and prejudices of certain gentlemen against 

the 
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the (Commission given to the author to write a 
historv, which it was neither their wish nor 
their interest should appear in tt^e garb of truth. 
He thenceforth considered him is the tool em- 
ployed to provoke, irritate, or force the author 
into an abandonment of the undertaking. That 
was vain. £\ery such attempt put him upon 
his guard, and invigorated his determination t6 
complete his labours, with punctilious, attention 
to the terms of his original engagement. To this 
no third person was privy; and to the non- 
interference of a third person the author attributes 
the Minister's prompt candor and fairness in ac- 
ceding to the terms of hi^ original proposal. 
He gives credit to the Premier for uprightness of 
intention, where his feelings are not affected, his 
judgment warped^ or his conduct overawed by 
art, influence, or power. 

The next appointment w as more fortunate to 
the author : he was admitted to the presence of 
the Minister for the first time since his return 
from Ireland ; and with him he found Mr. Hiley 
Addington ; whether as a witness, adviser, or 
controller, he knows not. The fir^t word uttered 
at this meeting was by the author, who apologized 
to the Minister for the apparent inattention to his 
commands on the preceding day* He held the 
letter of appointment in his hand^ offering to 

F Ihew 
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(ifew it t6 the Premier, in justification of hi* 
punctuality. That this supposed of wished-for 
want of punctuality bad been the subject of con-* 
tersation, and perhaps of difterenee, between the 
brothers, was evident, from the Minister ^is theni 
tsttering thesie wordft, with a familiar !iod, / told 
pu so, brothef. Instantly the letter was snatched 
tiolently out of the authot's hand^ from behind/ 
fey Mrw Hifcy Addmgton, and committed to the 
frames. A dead sitence ensued for aibout a 
minute. The author with difficulty belieyed, but 
fortunately reflected where he ^as. Wh^n or- 
dered to be seated, he obserted, that, to hi9 
Biortification, he was received with a very different 
cbuntenance from that which he had noticed at 
%\% last mterview. Conscious of having pursued 
his ertgag^ment with unrelenting assiduity and 
punctilious fidelity^ he entreated to be informed 
of the cause of the difference. He teas sternly 
assured, that it rested t^rith himself: for that he 
Aad been the only individual in the nation, whor 
kad the indelicacy to break in uptm the Minister^^ 
feeling^ by pfessing for an interview, when hd 
was suffering under the domestic misfortune of 
his daughter's illness. The anther's embarrass- 
ment and mortification were now turned intt> 
amazement. After the Minister had thrice at- 
tended in his place in the House of Commons^ 

the 
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the author conjceived there could i^e no indelic^y 
on that score in sin insigaiBcant iodividuarf 
^olidting au interview upon private business* He 
bad, however, an apology to offer for having 
unguardedly, and be now found most unwar* 
rantably, presumed to internQiix bis sympathies 
Krith an official application to th^ Pria^e Minister 
p{ State ; and he then recollected that in one of 
his notes he had presumed to say, that he made 
large alloipari^es tg family feelings ani anxiety^ 
Jbaving himself bfien drenched in dom€$tic calamity-^ 
(the author aUu4e4 to the recent misfortune of 
his having io3t bis tw^ eldest child ren)p Thi$ 
i^teryiew ended in the Minister's fiousenxiBg to^ 
pay the r/emain^er of his eji^gagement^ and in^ 
lima ting to the author, ^ho h^d with him a large 
folio yo^um^ Qf manuscripts that, if it were 
perused on his behalf^ no rjesponsibility woul4 
^t with tfa^ afitbpr ; if oiherwiise^ none iDi^ould 
Jie with the Mi^ister^ Mr. Addington appeare4 
jun willing to name a person to peruse the manu- 
^ilpt, and Left it to the discrf^ion of the autbor^ 
iiwiho UQ4^took to u^ it to the bes; pf j^is judg? 
P^nt. 

It must be pbsprved, rhat^ hjefore the authof 
went to Ireland, he had made arrangements wicb 
jMr. £gerton for the publication of his work ; but 
^ he declined going to press, 'till he haii come 
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to a thorough uncierstanding with his employers, 
Mr. Egerton, from whom the author concealed 
nothing relating to the work, positively declined 
the undertaking, lest it might not be agreeable 
to Government ; he accordingly wrote to Mr. 
Hiley Addington, to be distinctly informed, 
whether, by undertaking the work, he should 
please or displease the powers, upon which his 
interests as general bookseller to the army so 
materially depended, ^n assurance against any 
displeasure from Government, in a letter from 
Mr. Hiley Addington, brought back Mr. Egerton 
to his old, or induced him to form a new resolu- 
tion to undei^take it. The author^s difEcultieai 
with his bookseller lasted some months. 

The author continued his literary labours ; and 
the printer manifested no ordinary exertions in 
forwarding the work. la the autumn of 1802, 
the History had been brought down to that period, 
at which ^it became necessary to have access to 
some modern state-papers ; and as Irish aflfairs 
were frequently debated in the British Parliatnent, 
the author felt the want of the latter part of the 
British journals and debates. He had before 
made an i^nsuccessful application for them to 
Mr. Hiley Addington. He now' found the ne- 
cessity of the most guarded caution in all his 
communications with his employers. On Michael- 
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mas Day he wrote the following letter to the 
Minister : 

Sir, Es^eX'Sireetj 29/J& September 1 8o«« 

Having reasonable expectations that my History 
will be published early in the month November, 
I feel it my duty to renew my application to 
you, to know whether it be your wish that I 
should be admitted to the sight of any of the state- 
papers relatiog to Ireland for these last twenty 
years, which I expected to have seen, when J 
was honoured with your recommendation to the 
Castle of publin. Of my disappointment on 
that head I wrote to you fully from Ireland last 
year. If not^ I must conclude, as I have hitherto 
proceeded, with the aid of the shop and the 
stalL I humbly beg leave to repeat my request 
for the English Parliamentary debates from the 
conclusion of Chandler's. If you have any comi^ 
mands to honor me with, relating to the publi- 
cation, they shall be faithfully attended to. 

I have the honor (o be9 with the highest 
IPS teem aiid respect, 

S1R9 
your most devoted and obedient. 

Humble Servant, 

Francis Plow den. 
To the /?/. Hon» Henry Addington. 

To this letter, after the lapse of six weeks, he 
):eceive4 the fpllowing answer ; 
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Sir, Downifj^ Street^ JVw. i5, i8e2^ 

J am desired by my brother to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 29th September, and 

to apologize for haying so long delayed to 

answer it. There seepi^ na^ no possibility of 
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your having access to the state-papers which yoc^ 

A 

mention ; and my brother seems to think ths^t 
^ny bookseller's shop can furnish you with th^ 
l^arliamentary Debates. 

I remain. Sir, 
Your most obedient humble fervant, 

jF. Pltfwdifly Eiq. J. HiLEY ApniNGTOM ♦♦ 

This letter bespoke a change in the miud an^ 
counsels of tl^e Minister respectiQg the author's 
commissiQiif The redundant eagerness in inter- 
lining an additional n^w^ demonstrated the promi- 
xieAt zeal witb which Mr. Hiley Addington con- 
Teyed this refusal of th^ author's request ; and i^ 
evidence, that there had been a time, when suc)^ 
access to the sta^te papers was intended to have 
been allowed. As, however, no countermand or 
fresh instructions were ever communicated to the 
author, bis duty remained the sgme, from the 

acceptance 

♦ These two letters are submitted to the publipi ^ conclusive 
evidence^ that the author ardently wished and earnestly em- 
deavoured to lay before them^ the whole truth of the Irish 
history ; and that the present Minister, his whisperers, advisers, 
or directors, were determined to suppress as much of it sa 
posfiblef 



Acceptance 6f hts (commission }n August l8ot, 
to the close of his labours in June ^803 •. 

Whoever considers, that a space of about one 
hundred and thirteen years from the Revolution 

m 

* The author submits to tte reader the foilowing letter to die^ 
Minister^ written about one month before the publication ^ as a 
proof of his continued adherenoe to the spirit and terms of h^ 
original eiigagement* 

SiKg £siex Strettf 12th Mayt iSoj^ 

- I have the honour to inform you, that I have at length com<! 
to the end of my laborious uctdertaking* But although I have 
finished the ratoKscript, it will be «ome time befbre the printef 
vrill have completed his part, as the Index and other matter of 
that sort proceed mitfre slowly than the body of the work. Whe» 
the whole is fiiiished» I shall entreat your leave to present you % 
copy* The Work has grown fery colisiderably aud very unexpect* 
edly under my pen* It contains tbe H(|uantity of four usual quarto 
volumes. Although its bulk have r^arded the publicatioli £ir 
beyond my expectation, yet I cafinot help feeling that the present 
tBomedt is provtdentiafly tdtktl for its pt^licatioti. As you» 
Sir, must know, better than I can, the powerful and artful 
means that are at present employed in Ireland to alienate the 
puMit mmd and s^ecfttons from the British Government, it b 
now ifnpcaioufly necessary, that t^ Irish should feel thee&cts 
of the Uniofl. I Speak as t judge and feel, and I hope I may 
say without offence, Disciie juttttiam monsti et non temnere 
lemam* I take this opportunity of acknowledging your kind* 
ness in patronizing the work, and of assuring you of the puncti^ 
lious fidelity, with which I have endeavoured to comply with 
the terms of my tmdertaiking* 

I have the honour to be, with the most profound respect and 

deference, 

giU, 

Your devoted and obedient humble servant. 
The Rt* Hon. Henry JMngton. • FfcANCis Plowdbk* 
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in i68$to the Union in iSoi, \tra» a trackles^^ 
unbeaten, and perilous field for an historian to 
travel over^ it will not surprise him, that the 
latter part of the work should have swollen into 
a bulk that far exceeded the author's original ex- 
pectations. It is now before the public, as the 
British Critic: observed, with all its imperjecttom 
upon its bead. From the imperfections more or 
less incidental to all literary productions, it is not 
the intent of the author to undertake its defence. 
He has endeavouted throughout td t^e the una-, 
domed language of simplicity, as the appropriate 
vehicle of truth *. But as the truth of facts was 
the substantial object of his undertaking, he again . 
asserts, that he is guilty of no intentional, and, he 
confides, of no actual deviation from this ss^cred 
duty of the historian. 

After the work had made its appearance, it 
goon became evident to the author, from the to- 
tal silence of the Minister and several of his col« 
leagues, to whom he had sent it, that it had not 
altogether met that approbation, which the au* 
thoronce expected, and incessantly endeavoured 
to merit. The reluctance of his publisher to ad- 
vertise, his slackness in subscribing, and back- 

wardnefs 

^ Nihil est In butorldpurd ^ iUtutri IrevUaie dulctwm 

Cic« ia Brat« 
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irardness la pusbing the sale of the work, after 
the most urgent importunities of the author, be- 
came so many proofs of his acting under an influ- 
ence, if not an indemnity to check the circulatioa 
of it. The work appeared in June, 1803, ^^^ ^^s 
subsequent fate has created the necessity of this 
Postliminious Preface. It is no longer a private 
case; it is a public cause: it involves the dearest 
interests of the most important, because the most 
vulnerable part of the British empire. It will de- 
velop in detail, and fitting it is, that Ireland, that 
Great Britain, that the world should know who 
are the men, who oppofe the emancipation of 
Ireland ; what are their views and motives for 
such opposition, and what the ways and means of 
e^ectuating it. 

In the intermediate time between the publica- 
tion of the work and Michaelmas last^ the author 
frequently and urgently solicited the Minister for 
an interview. It was at last accorded on the 
a 8th of September, 1803. The circumstances 
under which the Historical Review was written 
and published, and the conduct of the Minister 
with reference to it, since its publication, render 
every act that affects the work, a matter of public 
concern ; and sanctions, therefore, the publica- 
tion of what passed in Downing Street upon the 
subject of it. The author submitted to the Mi- 

G nister^ 
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xiistet, that, after the Herculean labout of bring-* 
ing before the public such a body of history so 
peculiarly relevant to the critical circumstances oi 
the day, it was a painful disappointment to him 
to have brought upon himself the displeasure and 
offence of the Minister, not for having disobeyed^ 
but for having punctiliously adhered to the spirit 
imd tenor of the terms of his commission and un-' 
dertaking. Mr. Addington admitted the displea-* 
ifeure and offence, and wetit the length of assuming 
tio small portion of merit for suppressing his in- 
dignation ; he had not read a line of the work 
himself, but he was informed by others (who may 
have rested their charges upon report, as the Mi- 
tiister did his feelings^ that the most unwarrant^ 
able freedom had been taken in speaking of cer* 
tain characters, to which government looked up for 
the falvatiort of Ireland ; that the general bearing 
^nd Uniform spirit of the work diametrically con* 
travened his intentions and expectations in coun« 
tenancing and encouraging the undertaking ; that 
the errors and faults (if any had eVef existed) of 
his Majesty's servants ought to have been sujs 
pressed, not exposed ; in a word, that the author 
should have striven to render his work palatable to 
his employers ; and he then sorely lamented, that 
he had not procured it to be perused on his behalf. 
To these observations the author replied^ that he 

bad 
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had been most explicit in disclosing tl)e spirit, 
yiewTs, an4 motives of his undertaking, when he 
first made overtures to the Minister on the sub^ 
ject ; that in addition to his verbal statement, he 
I)ad left with him thf^ written document laid 
before Messrs. Pitt ai^d Pandas in 1792, as a 
pledge of bis sentiments upon the state of Ireland^ 
and the expediency of her being united with 
Great Britain. (Had thes^ sentiments not been 
then approved of by the Minister, the work woqld 
pot have been taken in hand^) That whate^eTr 
subsequent changes had been produced in his; 
mind, he had never condescended to communis 
cate any of theni to tjie author : that at all events, % 
without revocation or countermand, his original 
instructions continued to bind and guide him in 
the eifecutipn of his commissipn* Thajt it wa;^ 
moreover impossible for (be author to suppose he 
meant to have an untrue and unfaithful history 
given to the public } that the very commission to 
write history was to a man of character, a special 
commission to write a true one ; that had he 
written a partial, unfaithful, time-ferving history, 
he inight perhaps have looked up tp him for 
grace, favour, or remuneration ; but he must for 
ever have renounced the character of the histo- 
rian : that it was beyond the powers of man to 
V^rite a faithful history of recent events, especially 

.62 of 
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of such as had lately been exhibited in Ireland, 
without wounding the feelings of many of the 
actors in those scenes ; but to meet those defa^ 
gremensj the mind of the man, who took the pen 
in his hand to write modern history, was to be 
made up in the first instance. The author gave 
a solemn assurance to the Minister, remarking 
that he believed few historians would join him in 
the declaration, that he was ready to call God to 
witness, that he had not throughout the work re- 
lated one historical fact, which he did not believe 
to be true, nor made an observation, by which 
he did not mean to promote peace, harmony, and 
good will between the inhs^bitanta of the sister 
islands*. 

Mr, Addington referred with peculiar empha- 
-sis to the question, which he observed, and the 

author 
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* Khfft the cQQsciousaes^ of upright iateotion, the next satis# 
&ctory reward of buman actions in this life, is the approbation of 
the wise, great, and good man* On the 2d of January last, 
the author had the high gratification, of receiving a letter from 
Mr. Grattan, upon his History, containing amongst other, the 
following testimony of his approbation ; Tou are owi of the very 
few Ir'uh historians ^ who have ventured to deal in the commodity 
tedled truth* Tou have done so like a man with vigour and ability 
against the tide of fower and frejudiccm Tou must hah to the 
reward of mer'ttf i* e. the censure of those^ whose censure is pane* 
gyricm And Some of those^ who have attempted to write the history 
of Ireland are men who sold themselves and the country* .. Their hitm 
fory is their apology ^ not the recitation offsets* They ar$ bigots^ 
and they are slaves^ bought and sold* Tour" history carries in it a 
cbaracteristical st^mp^ that it was written by a free ma9% 
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author admitted, was very improperly called 
Catholic Emancipation ; he took pepuliar pains ip 
convince the author, that his opinions upon that 
important fubject bad been made up on ^he 
purest motives of conscience. The author herp . 
observed, that he was the last man in the world to 
refuse to o|hers what he himself claimed so 
strongly, against the prejudices and even against 
the laws of \i\s country, namely, ihe right of 
forming his own conscientious convictions. Mr. 
Addington then remarked, that he repented f\ot 
having sooner reflected what must have been the 
author's sentiments upon this question* by the r^- 
sistance of which he siqod in that house^ and whiqh 
he should ever continue to oppps^ till his latest 
breath ; and he added, that the author knowing, 
-as he must have known, his, (the Minister's) fe^- 
timents upon this fubject, ought, from the naturp 
pf his eniployment, tp have paid peculiar defer-^ 
ence to them in his History. The author ad- 
mitted, that he was in part aware of his public opi- 
nion upon the question of CatbQlic Emancipation, 
and being himself a Catholic, he had fcrupulously 
ifefrained from making a single observation of his 
own upon that subject in the History : adhering 
to the strictest duty of the annalist in the faithful 
narration of what others had said and doneupon 
it. That, replied Mr. Addington^ tmght be more 

effectual 
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effectual than any thing of your own. The author 
would not dissemble, that whilst he was writing, 
he so conceived it would be. The Minister mani» 
fested more than ordinary astonishment, J^ppa-p 
rently not unmixed with anger, when the author 
informed hin7, that he had given in a note to hia 
History the papers put ir^to the hands of Ear^ 
Fingall, and Pr. Troy, by Mr. Pitt, and Marquis 
Corpwallrs, respecting their going out of officq 
upon their inability to carry the Catbolig ques* 
tion*. The author ^let the rising displeasure of 

the 

* In Mr. Pittas paper xht Catholics are assured, that the then 
kading part of his Majesty's Ministers finding unsurmountabla 
obstacles to the bringing forwa^rd measures pf coqc^ssjon to the 
Catholic body, whilst in office, had fel^ it impossible to continue 
in administration under the inability to propofe it with the cir-r 
cumstances necesetary to carrying the measure with ail its ^dvan^ 
t^ges, and they }iad retired from his ^^ajesty*s seryice, consider- 
ing this line pf conduct as mosf likely to contribute to its ulti- 
mate success* The Catholic body might with confidence rely on 
the zealous support of all those who then retired, and of many wha 
remained in office, when it cquld be given with a prospect of suc- 
cess. They might be assured that Mr. Pitt would do his ut- 
most to establish their cause in the public favour, and prepare the 
way for their finally attaining their Qbjects. 

Marquis Cornwallis's p^per is in^ided, fbe Sentiments of a sin* 
cere Friend to the Catholic Claims* It purports, that if- the 
Catholics should proceed to violence, or enterwiin any ideas oF 
gaining their object by convulsive measures, or fonping associk- 
tions with men of Jacobi^iical principles, they must pf course lose 
the support and aid of those, who have sacrificed their own 
situations in their cause ; but who wo\ddj %t the same time, feel 



the Premier, by submitting to him the utter im* 
possibility of-^suppressing documents of such con* 
sequence, which manifested to the nation^ or ra* 
ther to the whole British empire (they are not 
slightly affected by the change) the grounds, upon 
which Mr. Pitt and his friends retired from of- 
fice ; consequently of those, upon which his sue* 
cessors came in. In the course of this interview 
Mr. Addington very distinctly^ and very forcibly, 
thrice intimated to the author, that by his pledged 
resistance to this question of Catholic emancipa*^ 
tion^ he had come into and continued in that 
bouse. The author presuming, that his Majesty 
had other motives for pi-omoting him tp that im- 
portant station, took the liberty of expressing his 
hopes, that he was not inexorable in that opposi<i 
tion ; he replied, he was not to be moved from it. 
Another topic of conversation at this interview 
was far from 6eing unimportant to the public* 
The primary object of the author's commission 

was 

It to be their indispeilsable duty to oppose every thing tending to 
confusion. 

On the other hand^ should the Catholics be sensible of the 
benefits they poss^ess by having so many characters of eminence 
pledged not to embark in the service of GovernmetU except on the 
terms of the Catholic privileges being obtainedy it is to be hoped, 
that in balancing the advantages and disadvantages of their situ- 
aition, they would prefer a quiet and peaceable demeanour to any 
line of conduct of an oippOsite description. Vide Hist. Rer* 
voL ii. p. 944* 
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wasito convert the truth of Irish history into evi- 
dence of the utility and advantages of incorporate 
union ; it was but therefore consistent, that the 
historian should, as far as truth would bear him 
out, commend the system of Marquis Cornwallis's 
government of that country. , The commendation 
of that humane, just, and firm governor became 
indirect censure upon the opposite system of go- 
vernment pursued by his immediate predecessor ; 
and the author submitted to the Premier, that he 
did not conceive he could do more honour to Earl 
Camden, than to say of him what the Earl of 
Clare avowed in the Irish Lords in January 1798, 
that the system of coercion was extorted from 
him; and as it wa^ evident, that this system had 
diffused a wide and deep sense of soreness and dis- 
affection throughout the country, it became the 
duty of the historian to remove the odium of those 
measures, as far as truth would allow, from the 
door of the British cabinet He had therefore 
thrown it where it immediately rested, upon a 
certain triumvirate, who then monopolized the 
political power of that country. They have since 
been chiefly removed from it by the hand of God 
or the power of the executive. The author was 
here sharply interrogated, whether he could for an 
instant presume it to have been the Minister's wish 
or intention^ that a syllable should have dropped 

from 
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from the author's pen to the disparagement of the 
f cspectable names of Clare^ Foster ^ and Beresford^ 
He scouted the idea of any diflPercnce of principle 
or system in the two governments of Earl Cam- 
den and Marquis Cornwallis. It was an identity 
of spirit and principle applicable to the varying 
circumstances of a rising, raging, and expiring 
rebellion*. Mr. Addington very significantly 

H assured 

* Such also was the language of every other gentleman con- 
nected with or dependant upon the present administration, with 
whom the author, at any time since the publication of his history, 
has conversed upon the subject of it. They have been all 
taught to identify the spirit and principle of the governments of 
Earl Camden and Marquis Cornwallis ; as if a besotted pub^c 
would second their attempt to vamifh over a system of discord, 
blood, and terror (the discordant part of it has been since 
revived), with the wisdom and lustre of the opposite measures of 
his immediate successor ; or to defile the moderate, humane, 
just, firm, and uniting system of Marquis Cornwallis with the 
slightest tint, shade, or spirit of that system of acerbity, which 
the late Lord Clare vaunted had been extorted from Earl Cam- 
den. So spoke Mr. Wickham to the author on the 24th day 
of July last (the day after the late explosion in Dublin). In a 
conversation of nearly two hours, Mr. Secretary distinctly dis- 
closed to the author the grounds of the MinistePa displesisure 
and ofience at his history : it treated with unseemly freedom 
some of the most revered characters of that nation : it spoke dis- 
respectfully of persons (the Orange-men) to whom Government 
looked up for the salvation of the country : it retailed horrors 
beyond those of the French revolution* When the author sur- 
mised the probability of some immediate attempts of the discon- 
tented in Ireland, he was boastingly assured of the unprecedented 
tranquillity aud content diffused through the coimcry by means of 
the Wd and conciliatory measures of the Casdm 

Thuj 
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^sured the author, that he knew not the gtoutidi^ 
'Hevrs, or nttotives, of Lord Gornwalfis's actions^ 

This 

Thus also spoke Vi^coaflt Castler^gfi to the taihcfr on thd 
i^ih of August ; anfd who should better ksfow the different 
iystems> than the Secretary at the close of Lord Camden's and 
through the whole of Lord Comwallis's admnilstratio^ ? He 
also identified the views^ spirit* principles, and measures of the 
two goTemments^ When this Noble Lord assured the author^ 
that he had never before that day heard of such a work as the 
Historical Revie^^ the author apologized for not having sent a 
copy of it to his Lordship, fesu-ing thereby to offend him, as he 
^nceived he had offended others* The author was probably 
more sensible than an indifferent person of his Lordship's igno-^ 
lance of the publication two months after it had been before the 
eublic. His astonishment however abated on reflectingy that this 
was the same Noble Lord, who in the Imperial House of Com- 
mons Off the i8tfi of March iS'ox, (Vide Pari. Reg. 435) in 
all the pomp of oficial solemnity alleged, that no torture had been 
wed in Ireland under the authority ^ or with the approbation of 
Government, Notwithstanding it be matter of lamentable noto- 
riety, that triangles were kept in daily ajod often itf hourly agita^ 
^on otf the Ftoyal Exchange, on the old Custom-house Quay^ 
ia. Mr.' Bteresford's Riding-house, the Pretost at the Bar- 
racks, in the Arsenat-yard within the Castle, and other places 
In Dublin, for several months together, in the year 1 79 Jf, when this 
Noble Lord was Secretary, and consequently must have known^ 
^t such unconstitutional engines (how could he be ignorant ?) 
^ere worked with the authority and approbation of that Govern- 
ment, of which he Was the active mimster. The sufferings and 
cries of these tortured victim^ were certvnly calcidated to make 
a deeper impression upod iiis Lorciship's conceptions and me^ 
mory, thafi Mr. £gerton's extensive advertisements of the HistO' 
fical Revieto. This ignorance add denial of the Gotemment^s 
sanctioning the torture seemed confined to this Noble Lord ; for 
even Mr< J« C« Beresfbrd admitted (ParL Reg. 4319) such /nv- 

ritiii 



This the author admitted the possibility of ; he 
(Cpuld not however presume, tbj&t in so mauly^ 
fiumane, just, and noble a character, (here lurkec) 
in the back ground ai|y views or motives imper- 
vious to the observation of eyery candid by- 
stander ; and he asserted ^ith more than ordi- 
nary firmness, that he had, nojtwithstanding, rea- 
aoti for msistiog, that his l^ordship's sentimeiiU 
with regard ia Ireland were well known by the mta^ 
sures be ptfnued, and those whifh he recomtftertded* . 

H % The 

fittes to have been really exercised In many easef $ thai ptnisbmentt 
had been if^Ucted for the purpose of extorting confessions from those 
who 'o/ere suspected to have concealed arms, he wtpld not, and ii 
would he immanfy in him fo ihtfy. Sucb» finally, was the boguage^ 
pot indeed of I^ord Pelham, but of his confidential friend and 
secretary Sir George Shee, Baronet* The author fears the pre« 
•eotation of a copy of tis work proved ofleiisi^e to thi^ NoUe 
jLord ; for all tljiat 1^ he^d of it$ rec^tion irom Sir George 
Shee was, th^at the representation made by the author (Hist^ 
llev. vol. ii. 667) of his Lordship's resignj^don ymdxx a disgust 
at the system of bbod, in sympathy noth Earl Camden, waaaa 
erroneous and fidse stateii^ent* He was assured by the Honor- 
able Baronet, tha^ disease alone presented him from continuing 
to co-operate in measures, which he cordially approved of, and 
to the prosecution of whidi he wfs eager to return^ had his statt 
of health allowed bin]t so to do^ T^e author promised to seize 
the earliest opportunity to recant his error ; it has now become 
necessary, as a contrary opinion has prevailed, namely, that h< 
quitted the country under a want of tierve to weather the 8torm| 
jvhich the system had so effectually raisedi. 

♦ The author had at that time in his pocket a letter from the 
Marquis, containing those words^ which iH)wer^ ]he did not 
Hfiew to the inpisterfL 
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The result of this interview with the Premier 
conyinced the author more forcibly than eyer of 
the powerful interest attempted to be raised against 
the question of Catholic emancipation ; and that 
its having been made the ground of resignation 
in the last» and the tenure, by which the present 
administration bpljd their offices, it becomes an 
object of very interesting anxiety to a very large 
and very important part of the Bi:itish empire. 
As the author abstained in the body of his History 
from making any observations upon the merits 
of the question, be now confines himself to the 
statement of some of the consequences of the ex- 
treme vehemence, with which the opposition to 
that question is maintained, and of the effects 
it produces upon the people, whom it chiefly 
affects. The question having been of such mag*' 
nitude as to give either cause or pretext for the 
resignation of Mn Pitt and his friends in the most 
awful crisis of public affairs, the thoughts of 
every observer of the political events of the day 
must at one time or pther have been tprned to the 
consideration of it. It has latterly become of the 
more singular importance, from having brought 
the twQ great rival statesmen to a full coinci- 
dence of opinion upon the imperious necessity 
pf the measure. Mr. Fox, and the adherents to 
his political principle^, havQ always, and under 
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all circumstances, been staunch advocates for 
the measure, upon large constitutiona) ground^. 
Mr. Pitt, after having for nearly twenty years 
resisted or kept back the question^ after haying e:^- 
perienped the fsfiects of withholding it, after 
having co|itemp)ated the fatal consequences of z 
dire rebellion, and after having, by tbie most cx^ 
extraordinary exertions of Government influence, 
composed the troub|e$ of c^i^tracted Ireland in tfa^ 
vniting arms of Qreat -Britain, becam^ so sincere 
a convert to the opinions of his rival upon thi$ 
question, that he sacrificed \i\s pplitical existence, 
to the truths, which |[ie had so Iqng combated^ 
resisted, or evaded. ]EIxperiencc of the want of 
that measure through th^ awful period of iifr 
teen years of the n^ost convulsed politics ever re- 
corded in history, taught him a lesson, -which 
his great mind could no louger stand agaiostf 
His heroic retirement from office on such con- 
stitutional grounds reconciled many of his former 
opponents to his uprightness and sincerity, and 
in the ^es of his friends it raised hin^ to the 
pinnacle of political greatness. 

While the Earl of Rosslyn vr^t the keepe^ 
of his majesty's conscience, the question was 
first moved and pqblicly Snooted, whether the 
emancipation of Ireland would be an infringe* 
of the coronation oath. The doctrine was par* 

ticularly 
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ticnlarly enforced ia the enfeebling hour of 
disease, and the impression gained with convales* 
cence. Many pamphlets appeared on each side» 
It created a new po^nt for political adventurer$ 
to rally lound ; all the seceders from Mr. Pitt^ 
1;vbo emulated nof: his virtue in sacrificing si- 
tuation to principle, ranged^ themselves under 
fhis new banner. Individuals froin every party 
fell occasionally into the treasury ranks. Some 
solemnly recanted their opinions ; others, with 
an affected blush at open prostitution, pretended 
fo retain their maiden priuciptes, but deprecated 
the time for giving them effect*. All were 
well received. On one side the whole corps 
in office, Ranked by all the dependants and ex« 
pectants upon Government patronage, and sup- 
|K>rted by certain members of the two hierar* 
cbiesf, British and Hiberiiian, niaintained, that 

Qubolic 

^ When this suEject was broc^ht heft^re the British Parlia*. 
meot, it was observed by Mr. Fox> that there were two seasons, 
in which it was sure to be resisted by Ministers^ viz. war and 
feace^ In the Irish Parliament, it was remarked by Mr^ 
Grattan.and Mr. G. Ponsonl^, that it Mras al^/ays proposed 
cither too soon or too iate* 

f Several members of the estabOsbed church, highly reelected 
for their Kherality and knowledge, are of a contrary opinion || 
witness the learned and reverend IVelate of LandafF, who has 
not scrupled, in the year 1803, to make the following open^ 
manly, and Christiaa dedarstioiv ^ (Vide the Substance of a 

Speecfi 
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Caibolic entanclpatton as it is termed, would l^e i^ 
direct violation of the coronation oath. Thejr 
were attended by large bodies of freebooters : tb^ 
ferocious Orange-men were eager to offer their 
services, la which thejr might revel in their lust 
for traducing, reviling, and oppressing their Ca« 
tholic countrymen. On the other hand, the pub* 

lie 

Speecli intended to have becA spoken in the House -of Lords, 
]p. 37*) *< We think the Catholics to be in error : they think 
'< the same of us : both ought t30 reflett that every error is not 
^ a criminal error ; and that their error is the greatest* who 
^ most err against Christian charity. If any otie shodd ooA^ 
^ tend, that this is not the time for Government to make con* 
^* cessions to Ireland, I wish him to consider* whether there 
^ is any time, in which it is improper for either iildividuals 
^ or nations to do justice* any season improper for extinguishing 
^ animosity, any occasion more suitable than the present iof 
^^ putting an end to heart-burnings and internal discontents I 
<^ should be as advene as any man from making concessions to 
^ an enemy invading the country t but I would do nimch to 
^ gain a cordisd friend 10 assist me in driving him back 9 
** and such a friend* I am confident* Irdand would become*'' 
A like spirit of liberality and moderation must have ia- 
spired the breast of the Ornate of the British hierarchy* whea 
he modelled the form of prayer* in whBch the nation last year 
invoked the Divine protection and blessing on the solemn 
fast-day : ^ Give us all grace to put away from us all rancour 
<* of reli^ous dissentton* that they who agree in the essentials 
^< of our most holy faith* and look for pardon through tho 
*^ merits and intercession of the Saviour* may* notwithstand« 
** ing their differences upon points of doubtful opinion* and 
<< in the forms of external worship* still be united in the bondi 
** of Chrisdan chanty* and fldfil thy blessed Son's command^ 
^ ment| of loving one another as he hath loved them/* 
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lie beheld the unusual phenomenon of the great 
political rivals, with their respective friends and 
adherencsy maintaining the imperious necessity 

of the measure, and denying that the free will 
of the executive can in any possible case be con- 
stitutionally fettered from assenting to whatever 
bill the Lords and Commons in Parliament as^ 
sembled may advise ; that the coronation oath, by 
its words and spirit, enjoins the observance of ex- 
isting laws ; and theconstitution leaves them essen* 
tially open to repeal and modification, according to 
the exigencies of times and circumstances. It is at 
this moment an awful consideration to a reflecting 
mind, that upon the liberty and welfare of four mil- 
lions of his Majesty's subjects, inhabiting the most 
i^ulnerable part of the British empire, the whole 
body politic is drawn out in full array, every one 
dreading the word of command. In this unac- 
countable suspense, fear, or stupor, the passive 
victims are silent and quiet — plectuniur Achivu 
The most lamentable effect of this perilous state 
of things, is, that the straggling corps of free- 
booters and marauders, presuming on their com- 
missions, which recognise them as an irregular 
part of the general force, are permitted and en- 
couraged to commence a masked warfare* They 
are let loose unmuzzled, fresh trained to the old 
game, without badge, name, or responsibility. 

The 
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The war-hoop of defamation, slander, and op- 
position has long been given. Every engine has 
been put in requisition, that can be commanded 
to spread again wide and deep the baneful spirit 
of teligious discord. As if Ireland, poor :ll-fated 
Ireland, had not yet been saturated with blood 
and wretchedness ! As if Great Britain feared 
that union should expel the dsemon of dissention, 
and diffuse indiscriminate concord thiough that' 
long- distracted country, the Government papers 
in England are fed from Ireland vi^ith the foulest 
calumnies and falsehoods. The nauseous cant of 
bigotted mendacity is largely administered, as a 
provocative to stimulate the wasting lust for re- 
ligious persecution. They are the unadministered 
doses, with which Ireland has been overgorged, 
sent under Drogheda covers to take their fate 
upon such British patients as shall madly swallow 
them. Such anonymous discharges of rancorous 
falsehoods, even in the supposed pay of Govern- 
ment *, would produce but slight effects upon the 

I imparual 
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The Times being the official Government paper, has with 
certain persons the authority of a British Montteur. This paper, 
for the 5th January 1804, in a letter signed Moiynevxy sets out 
in telling us that, " the disaffection and turbulence which have 
<* disgraced Ireland for above twenty years, have arisen from a 
** radical ignorance in the English Government, of its real 
** state." This is a prelude to a second letter of the same 
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impunvaX poblic, were they left to dpertte Mf 
their liierd intrinsic virtue^ If in sfnte of SU 
Patricias wahd, thete still be found sume enve^ 
nomed reptiles in the holy island, the dnnghiils 
in which their baneful eggs are hatched, may be 
easily traced to Merrion AventUy or the vicinity 
of Lis more* The venomous issue may be foU 
lowed home through all their windings, form$i 
Ind craft, to the parent vipers. These poisonous 
nondescripts have, however, the peculiarity oif 
being innoxious to all but to their kindred spawqw 
The author has already endeavoured to gqiV' 
vince bis reader of the real and true groundji 
upon which he prq>osed, and the Minister ao* 
ceded to his writing a History of Ireland. Yet^ 
ere he quits the subject, he submits to the public 
this written declaration^ which he made to Mi. 

Addingtoii, 

tureling/ in The Ttmei of the $th Jantsaryi in which he himself 
says, that the aadior's ^^ vobtminous work it" a grots Mel onAe 
^ conduct of the Brl^h Government I" From Mofynemc*t com- 

Sdatioil of the Brititb Critic^ it may be inferred, that those 
aUe ftnd well-founded invectives have been made np in the 
gross, by the sam^ hand ; to which also may be attributed some 
other such potioss sent fortlirin the Traveikrf for the benefit of his 
Brituh cgqptry costomers s'<^j^hich may be read this description 
v4^ mi hk Cadiolic countrymen : whose wantt and withet are^ 
says he, to entemunate oB loyal ttdjectt from Ireland^ to seize ihesr 
property f to separate k for ever from Enghmdf and to appropriate 
/«f exchmvdy to themsehet : attd this olject they have invariably 
^nrsued^ ever tince the Reformation wot itdrodnced into Ireland^ 
Such are thefe Doctrni* Vniw pillt^ 
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AddlngtcMDy in a letter of the 2$th of July 1 8031 
which was iiever honoured with an answer. 

** Sir, JB^sex-Stna y %6ih July 1^0^. 

^^ I ^m soirry to find, £rom a conversation 
*^ with Mr. Wickhum, that the long and painful 
^ labours I have utidergoncl to promote unioK 
^^ and afiection in the sister kingdom, have in 
^' some shape failed of the desired effect \ and 
^ that it is found impracticable to give public 
^ CQuntenance to the circulation of my Historyp 
^* I bihenty that the same object can be Sjsen in 
^^ suchopppsite lights. I appeal. Sir, to your 
^ candour^ whether the express conditions, under 
^' which I took tb^ work in hand were not, to 
^* write 4n authentic, impartial, and true History 
^^ of Iri^ndy to counteract (he effects of Sir 
** Richard Musgrave's falsities and calumnies, to 
'* render the union popular, and follow up and 
^^ support the spirit of Ix>rd Cornwallis's admi- 
*^ nbtration^ To effect this, it became essentially 
<^ necessary to decry that system, which Lord 
^' GpmwalKs so* pointedly reprobated ; nor could 
^* those persons be consistently praised of pal^ 
^^ liat|Bd, against whom he had either expressed 
^^ or diewn displeasure, or offence. I havie 
f^ laboured incessaiitly and zealously to inculcate, 
^^ on. every occasion, gratitude to hi^ ttiost gra- 
^^ (ioua Majesty for the many signal favours con- 
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^* ferred Upon the Irish Catholics durii^g his 
*^ reign ; to display the advantages of union in 
*^ the most fascinating colours, and io cobviuce 
** the people of that country, that it is the in ten- 
^ tion of the present Government to tread in the 
footsti^ps of Lord Cornwallis, and not in those 
of his predecessor^ I have necessarily thrown 
^^ the odium of certain me^sares upon a junto in' 
Ireland, whose monopoly of power I neither 
did or do ponceive the present Government 
** wishes to revive or support. I have laboured 
all I could to purify the British Government in 
the eyes of the Irish nation, and to make them 
*^ sensible of the advantages of the union from 
** the innate and unvarying corruption of their 
" own Parliament/' &c. Such were the senti*' 
ments of the author, not obliquely hinted at, 
ambiguously assumedi or obscurely stated, but 
explicitly urged both before and after publication, 
perhaps.^ nauseam. Great then was bis surprise, 
when he observed the mind of the Minister ob- 
stinately bet^t upon inverting, counteracting, and 
undervaluing the measures of Lord Cornwallis^s 
administration ; greater, wheo he passed in review 
the long procession of characters implicated in, ' 
dependant upon, or interested in the continu- 
ance of the present system of government in ' 
Ir9la^d, wl;io now fill high offices. in (he state,' 

and 
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and command an influence upon hh Maj^sty'if 
councils : all combining to revive, extend, an4 
give permanency to the Macfaiavelian -^principle^ 
so fatal to Ireland, divide ei impera. The author 
undertakes not to combat these principles. He 
pretends not to lay,|biOt to expose to view the 
Orange spirit, which lies a deadly incubus upon 
the present Ministry^ the country. If Ireland, 
after the union, be not emancipated, fitting it 
is. that the Irish should know the men * and the 

iheasuresy' 

* The irnt;att9n and yirnleQce of the British QiliCf and othet 
anooymoos writers, who are stimulated and hired to disgorge 
their venom at the Historical Review f shew, a|Kl it has become 
the author's duty to- unfold, the conspipcy, formed, not merely 
against Catholic emancipation^ but against the publication of the 
tfuth of Irish history. Her masked assassins indiscriminately* 
plunge their envenomed' steel in the breast of every votary t» 
truth. Tros Tynusve mlhl nullo dlscrmlne babetur, Protestant, 
CathoKc, churchman, layman, are equally included in their 
cieadly warrant. The author has in his possession a letter, 
written ynthip these two mop^s, froyn the Rev. Mr. Gordon,* 
whose faithful and impartial History of the Rebellion of 1 798, . 
is too well known to all, who make common cause with truth, 
to need commendation. They will rejoice to learn, that thi» 
diligent investigator and illustripus martyr to truth is .emplo3ring . 
his literary talents upon a more extended scale. << I am," says 
be, *' engaged for some time past in a History of Ireland, from 
*^ the earliest accounts to the present time, and hope that you ' 
<< will find that impartiality in it, which you have had the 
'< goodness to prais^ in my Account of the Rebellion ; on account 
*^ of which I have heen^ and am most mnHcumsly and meanfy per* 
•* sectstedy to the discr^dk ^ "»<l»y professors of the Prgfestanf^ 
<* rdl^tOHt** 
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aneasures that ke(^ them outpf thislong-sighed-for 
land of promise. 

In tbe^^ont of their opponents stands con- 
spicuously forward the Lord High Chancellor of 
Ireland^ Baron Rede8dale« The fierceness of his 
9e^l bespeaks all the predpitancy and heat of 9^ 
recent proselyte to the cause. What powerful 
potion has effected the stupendous change of a 
liberal English Solicitor-^ener^l into an austere 
Irish Chancellor, the reader may, the author 
cannot, diseover* The public has now had before 
them a chain of polemicaji covrespondence between 
that noble Iibrd and the E^rl ol^Fingall^ the firs^ 
ki rank of the body of Irish Catholics. The' 
circumstance of Lot4 Hardwicke^s desiring the' 
Chancellor to put that Noble Earl into the con^^ 
missiop of the peace, gave occasion to this ex- 
traordinary correspondence. When Sir J[oba 
Mitford brought a biU into the British House of 
Commons, tn fs^vour of the English Catholics, 
he is presumed to have thoroi\ghly coQsidered, far 
he then expressed himself well pleased wi^h the 
tenets, principles, and conduct of that body, 
which received great benefit und^r his act. Tbq 
nation rejoiced: The Catholics were gratefol^ 
Local circumstances may occ^ion a difference in 
the actions aini conduct of the Irish ,;^om those 
of the English Catholics : but all the tenets an^ 

principle! 
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piriiStiples of tbe Koman Catholic church being 
common to all the members of it, Wllipther resi* 
dent in England or Ireland, hisLordihip's objections 
to Catholic doctrine must have had the same 
force (if any force th«|f have) against the English 
Catholics in 1790, and the Irish in i8o5« Not 
a man, who had not read his hypertK>lemical 
ebullition, could believe it possible, that the great 
arbiter of national equity, the prime adviser of 
his Majesty's councils^ and keeper ef his coup 
science, should descend to become the iEolus of 
polemical discord, in a nation still throbbing 
with the green wounds of religious rancour* 
Reason will not second the warmest wish to excul- 
pate the Irish Chancellor from making charges 
he knew to be false and groundless. Theact, 
of his own introduction, requires, fit>m every 
English Catholic, both a declaration of his ad- 
herence in spirituals to the see of Rome and aa 
oath dF allegiance to a Protestant King. He did 
cot then think them incompatible. The Legislah 
ture does not now think them incompatible. 
The author knows not to what account to place 
the confusion of the terms drfection from ibe 4ee 
of Rome, rebellion^ and allegiance^ in the following 
sentence of his first letter. " Until the priests of 
^* the Roman Catholic persuasion shall cease to 
^^ inculcate, that all who difier from them in 
^ f* religious 
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^' religious opinions are to be co^isidered as 
guilty |if <]efection from the see of Rome, that 
is, as guilty of rebellion^ including his Majesty's 
^^ sacred person in that description, it cannot 
be expected, that vulgar men should think 
themselves bound by any tie of allegiance to a 
King, thus represented I to them^ as himself 
guilty of a breach of 'what is termed a higher 
duty of allegiance.'' The most uninformed 
parish pip^t throughout the four provinces oF 
Ireland would have blushed thus to abuse the 
terms and confound the duties of the subject 
And the Christian. 

Who would suppose that these sentiments were 
written by the dispenser of that church in Ireland^ 
.which, by their ninth and eleventh canon, deals 
out excommunication ipso facto^ upt)n all those, 
who shall hereafter separate themselves ftom the 
communion of saints, as it is approved by the 
^postle^-rule in the church of England^ and com* 
bine themselves in- a new brotherhood^ &c. and 
those, who affirm and maintain that any other 
assembly or congregation of the King's subjects, 
than those of the church of England^ may rightly 
challenge to themselves the name of true and 
kiwful churches, &c. Is he to be presumed igno- 
rant of the tenet of exclusive salvation so strongly 
asserted intbe Atbanasian creeds and the eighteenth 

of 
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^f the thirty4iiae articles of wUglon, to whiclj 
€rexy clergyman must subscribe ere he can enjoy 
any of his Lordfliip's benefices .? No religion can 
be inculcated to man, but upon the score of truth : 
and truth is one* .The Irish Catholics have been 
uninterruptedly loyzl de facto to Protestant princes^ 
^ince this Revolution in 1668 : but this zealous 
champion Avould hislw argue them out of the 
very possibility of their loyalty for want of brother- 
hood in Christ with a Protestant prince. Does 
his Lordship recollect that Dissenters (though by 
the canons of his church an excommunicated 
bratberhoodj are loyal . to King George, who is 
of the established church of England, and that 
the Protestants of the same established church 
were loyal to King William, a Presbyterian? 
When this polemic Chancellor complained tb^t 
Dr. Troy^ in his Pastoral Instructions on th6 Duties 
of Christian Citizens^ holds t^ high the exclusiiie 
doctrine t did h^ re0ect whether he had himself, 
or how many of his most confidential friends had 
ever subscribed, professed, assented, or sworn to 
these words. This is the Catholic faiths which 
except a man believe faithfully he cannot be saved f 
But slight reflection on th^ doctrine of his own 
church, would have made the noble lord more 
cautious in charging the Catholics, on accpunt pf 
this very doctrinCt wtb the impossibility of ever 
beif^ dutiful nnd l^yad subjects if # Kini thus held 
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'i^tf/ to them as himself a rehdi What degtee of ig- 
norance, however gross, can jaftify this indeco- 
rous abuse of the word rebel ? The annexation of 
it to the person of his Majesty revolts against every 
principle of affection and loyalty. Little indeed 
are the expectation or desire of promoting those 
necessary cwil duties, amongst his Majesty's sub- 
jects of Ireland, discoverable In the following sen- 
timents of this evangelizing statist: *' Under 
** such circatnstances, it cannot be believed that 
** any honest and conscientious means have or 
will be taken by the priests of the Romish per- 
suasion to make the lower orders of the people, 
composing their congregations, loyal subject^ 
** of the Pi-otestant Government of this country." 
And he strohgly expresses his opinion, that Ca- 
tholic doctrine is repugnant io the reptfse of man- 
land. This Noble Peer has not deigned in all his 
2eal to account for bis pacificfating mission. Hoio 
• shall they preach except they be sent ? (Rom* x. 15.) 
He will not, hov/ever, renounce the commenda- 
tion of his evangelical labours. How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace^ and 
bring glad tidings of good things I 

The author has given these feW- ^tracts from 
Lord Redesdale's letter to shew to the public the 
new bent of his Lovdship's Oiind towards the 
bulk of the Irbh iiatictti^ and what eagerness to 
' gain and secure their slffecUQns to the British go- 
vernment. 
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T^Ditt'ent^ now anttnates the Noble Keeper of his^ 
Idaj^sty^s conscience in Irclaad. However ilU 
judged (it isimposaible to presume ill-intended), 
the exacerbation of papt^ horrors may prove> it 
pnist aUibe laid' to. the account of conscience. 
That wid€-ex{^aadjed title admits un4er it an incalf 
culable variety of articles. The fourth letter qfl 
this singular correspondence, however, cantaini, 
an item that the most: pUapt ingenuUy will scarce^; 
Ij force ijito the account of conscientious convictions^ 
It relates to the case of the Rev, Mr, O'Neil, a- 
Roman Catholic parish priest, lately returne4' 
from New South Wales^ His Lordship cpmf; 
plains, ^' that a priest, proved to have been guilty^ 
*^ of sanctioning the murders of Z798, tranSf* 
^^ porte4 to Botany Bay, and since pardoned by 
*^ the mercy of Government, has been brought 
*^ back in triumph, and by the same superior, to 
^' what in defiapjce of the law he calls his parish ;. 
^ and there placed as a martyr, in a manner the. 
*^ most insulting to the feelings of the Protestr 
'* ants, to the justice of the country, and to tha^t 
" Gpyernment to whose lenity he owes his re"^ 
^ demption from the punishment due to his crimes.''^ 
The Irish public has long known, and the British 
public now knows, what the Chancellor ought to 
have known ere he committed such acrimonious, 
prrors to paper, namely, that Mr. 0*Neil never 
^a.s fpun^^ guilty pf any crime, and cons^qiiently^ 

K % th^t 
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tbat he could laot have b^en pardoned t that he 
was flogged, even to evisceration, for the purpose 
of extorting ftom him the secrets of the confes« 
^lonial; that he was s0ai out to Botany Bay^ 
against the express order of tord Comwallisi; 
that he was called home by Lord Hardwicke, 
because he was an innocent man ; and that, for 
the sam6 reason^ was he reiiistated in his parisb^ 
by his superior* A lamentable proof of the re* 
vival of the old system of encoiiraging and acting 
lipon faiie reports ! It had surely been >visei if 
lord Chancellor Redesdale» like the great and 
humane Cor nWIiSy had checked this perniciou]^ 
and wicked system, which so efficaciously stimu** 
lated the rebellion of 1 798* 

The doctrine of denying not only aeftial but 
possible loyalty to the body of Irish Catholics was 
imported by some unaccountable means into this 
country. To the astonishment of the British na» 
tion, his Majesty's Attorney-general f the brother- 
in-law of the Irish Chancellor) volunteered 'm the 
Imperial House of Commons, with reference to 
the Irish question, the following declaration : 
^^ That the House should be deeply impressed 
^^ with the expediency of guarding against the 
? danger of alienating one part of the coi^munity,^ 
** whose affections they were $ure of, in attempt- 
M ing to conciliate another part, they knew they 
^. nevfr could possess*' (Report of Purliamentary, 
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DeS0e in Mirnif^ To$t^ August ii, 1803^ Little 
could such language tend to cdticiHatc tfie aSec* 
tibtis df bid Majesty '« Protefltsut and Cathoiip^ulK 
jcct$ of Ireknd. ^ 

It is matter of notoriety, that af this hour ouf 0f 
1 10,000 seamen of the British liaV)% full ^o^OOd 
are Irish, and most of the^ Rpnian Catholics^ 
^nc) hvf are aware of' the larM proportion ^f h^ 
Majedty^ army com^^ostld of tfa^ same destriptioll 
pf persons. The aSections 0f such a pxpMA 
nursery for the public $tryite, is not a ^atiev «r 
indiiferenc^ to the welfare of the eftrj^i t^. Vflitsm 
ever the question of their emancipation shaU bs 
bronght forward, it w^l remain to b0 seei^, ^htt 
part will be taken in it by those gentlemen in par^ 
ticular now in office, who have had the pj^rtuniL 
ty of practically Icnowing the effects of the vaHout 
systems produced by the several administrations 
in Ireland, with which they hive been connected^ 
Or on which they have depended, or do depend. 

The same earnestness/ which actuated the au*- 
^hor in investigating and disclosing as much of 
the truth of Irish history as he could come at, in* 
duced him to submit the manuscript of this Pcsf^ 
fiminms Preface to the Minister, that he might 
render it in every shape unexceptionable in point 
6f veracity. He accordingly had the honour of 
laying before him the manuscript, accompanied 
^j the following ietteri 
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< r SiRi, £s^ex Stneiy Fdh 2, i8o4» 

. -J Whe&rl was honpared with an iaterview on th^ 
a&ch 9ir,3epteinl^r,k$t, ypiji as&vii;ed ii^, that you 
lamented not haying acceded to my o^er pf sut>r 
n^itii^ tbe inanusicript of my .History 40 softne 
peii5{9.al on ypar l)ehal&. . Frpm the gjctimstance^ 
p£ that' HiMory^Sihatving giv^n ypu.bQtb;displeaT 
irpre^4 offeiacf^y %lthpugb}you h^dnptr^ad on<^ 
Kn^ cf it), as yoU; avx^wed lo.n^e oo tb^t sj^me day^ 
^tlil from a .i^qst le^tKapr^inary, tbougb^ notunac^r 
ODUfitabk tena^t^ 19 Mr. Egertoa, i^y booj^^IIer, 
ia. ^hcl^kipg the:. $aie of the work> J h^ve founci 
iD^afeif ^eces$itat^3 ip justice to xny reputation, tq 
my:&iuily> ^M^d to the Irish nation^ vrhomyour 
coikdutt affects mpre tbai^ tbe writer of their bis? 
tofy> to publish a PostliminiQus Preface. Inasr 
iDUch> therefore^ as that will forpx ia part of the 
iro#k which I wrote with your approbation^ and 
in the strictest conformity with the spirit ^nd tcr 
nor of my proposals expressed to you, both by 
word an^ writing, it is bqt consistei^t with the 
lionesty, honour, and candour, whicb have guided 
my whole conduct towards you^ to aflford you au 
opportunity of perusing this part of the work iu 
manuscript before the sheets are dr^wn off^ pledgr 
ing myself to correct siny uiista.temeat of fact, that 
your memory or knowledge may enable you tq 
rectify before publication^ and in which I may 
have erred. As au histori^n^ I am little ^nxiouf 

about 



tftout fornt ind style ; I wish tdbe clear and ex^ 
plicit in detail, simple and correct in langnage. 
As to historical truth, I am .inexorable 9 i may be 
deceived myseif, but whilst I possess my reason X 
liever shali be brought to ledd a band in deceiving 
others. If before Monday yon shall have pointed 
out to me no false or erroneous statements in the 
manuscript now left for your perusal, I shall con- 
clude that it is in every point of view what I in- 
tended it should be, a true and fkithful ^tccouot of 
iny writing the Historical Review of the State of 
Ireland* After the fate of that work, the interest 
and welfare of Ireland, and the consequent firmness 
pf the British empire, call for the publication of 
such an account. I have the honour to be^ witb 
most profound deference and respect^ 

Sir, your devoted and obedient 
Humble fervant, 

Francis PLOWbEM* . 
Sight Hon. Henry Addington. 

On the ensuing Sunday the author was honoured 
with the following answer: 

Downing Street, Fib. 5, 1804. 
Mr. Addington has received Mr. Plowden's let* 
ter and the manuscript which accompanied it ; 
Mr. Addington abstains from 'suggesting any alte- 
ration in the latter, but cannot forbear remarking 
its extreme inaccuracy^ as far as it relates to com- 

munications. 



nunkatioo^, that have taken place between Mn 
JPlowden and himself. 

The reader will perhaps agree with the author, 
that after the receipt of this answer further appli- 
cation to the Premier, /or the purpose of revisa! 
and correction* would have been obtrusive and 
fruitless. The answer, however, admits the truth 

of the whole Preface, except such parts of it as r©. 
late to the communications, which have taken place 
between that Right Honourable Gentleman and the 
author. As he remarks the extreme inaccuracy of the 
statement of those communications, without con- 
descending tp point out in what it consists, the au* 
thor is at a dead fault to know what parts to alter 
or correct. For he is free to say, that after a most 
rigorous revisal of the manuscript, and impartial 
reflection upon bis communications with the Mi- 
nister, he is leady to do, with respect to the Pre- 
face, what he once told the Minister (he now re- 
peats it) with reference to his History ; he is rea< 
'^y to swear, that no part whatever of this state^ 
stent is false, or substantially inaccurate* 
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PREFACE. 



JL HE Author wai once upbrakied for having toIuo* 
toered bis lerrices io bringing before the public bit 
Historical Bcviiw qf the State tf Irdaiid.^ He now 
]lieteott himself before ^ pnUic, no longer as a 
Votameer^ but as regnlariy enlisted, and fulfilling the 
iodispeosible obligations of his oath of engagement. 
\X is some time since he swore without mtjf €vasi&n$ 
equixmcaiian or menial reservatum^ to defend King 
George the Thirds to the utmost of his power, against 

att 

* Sir Rtchavd MasgnMre in his critique upon that work in 
the Anti-Jacobin Review, says of the author, p. 228, *' Had 
** be been compdled at this critical period to write his Histo* 
** rical Review, and bad beeo impartial, whateuer bad eoa- 
'^ sequences might ha?e foUeWed, could not hare been laid-to 
** bi* char|^, hiU he tuos a volunteer, an eager volunteer J' 
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all eonspkacies end atiempU whatever ^ that should hi 
made against his Persofiy Crown and Dignity : And 
that hi would do his utmost endeavour to disclose and 
make known to his Majesty and his heirs all treasons 
and traitorous compivacies^ which might be formed 
against him and thetn. 

Without further preamble the Author distinctly de« 
claresi that he considers the Orange Institution to be a 
conspiracy and attempt made against the King's person, 
crown and dignity. That, for the purpose of defending 
his Majesty against them to the utmost of his power, by 
this publication he does his utmost endeavour to dis-- 
close and make known to his Majesty and his heirs the 
traitorous conspiracy formed against him and them. 
He is free to say, that after he iiad acquired the know- 
Jedge of the obligation and engagements of the^ 
Orange Societies, be. attQrtipted by those means, whidi 
be judged prudejtit to mal^e them known ta the per- 
sons, through, wb^on the disclosure might, and be pre« 
$umes-.tp ad(i,' ought to h^gp been ofScially conveyed 
to the Kipg in pe^rson. The Author's failure in his first 
attempt does, iipt dispense with his further utmost en* 
ifeavours to disclose and make them known to his Majesty 
and his heirs. Ifi tailing the oath of allegiance, be wa& 
sincere fn declaring, that he roasnat, and could not be 
acquitted before God or man, or absolved of that de^ 
clarationj although the Pope or any other person or 
persons J or qutliority whatsoever y should dispense with 
or annul the same^ or declare that it was null and void 
JjTom the beginnings In virtue then of his oath, and 
in performance. of tbe duty of bis allegiance, the At" 
tbar now submits the following sheets to the perusal 

of 



of tbat fmUic, inrbich is generally bonndtn by the 
flame oath with himself, at- the most' effectual method 
of disclosing and making known the traitorous con* 
spiracy to his Majesty and bis heirs. Had he merely 
charged, without proving, the traitorous nature of tbe 
Orangemen's obligation and engagements, and their 
attempts against his Majesty^s person, crown and dig* 
nity, or did he delay the publication by one hour 
beyond the time necessary to render the disclosure full 
and effectual, then wouM he not in the plain and or^ 
dmarjf sense of the words of his oath have complied 
with, or fulfilled the obligations of it. 

As the conscientious observance of an oath ne- 
cessarily depends upon the conscientious under« 
slanding of it by the juror,* the Author feels himself 

'called upon to avow his decided opinion, that the oath 
of an Orangeman, as it is caressed in the rules and 
regulations for the use of all Orange Societies, herein-- 
alter printed, is of a treasonable nature by common 
law, and felonious by tfa4pi^7ih Geo. Ilf. c. xiii. which 
is an Act to suppress insurrections and prevent the 

.disturbance of the public peace in Ireland ; and which 
will remain in force to the end of the present session 
of parliament. An act, which has never been acted 
upon for tbc only useful purpose, for which it appei^rs 

to 

* The author cannot sabscribe to the generally received 
opinion, that an oath is to be taken in the sense, in which it 
is imposed or required, secundum animum itHponentis : but liu 
eunddm animum Jurantis, tbat n, according to the juror's ua* 
derstanding, and the common acceptation of tbe word», in 
which the oath is expressad.. 



to have b«en passed^ naHieIy» that of muliiig tbe ini« 
tiatioD into an Orange Lodge, Ftlowjf ; and fbr this sole 
purpose devoutly it is to'be wished, that tbe legisla- 
ture may amend and perpetuate it. 

- The ground of tbe first part of this opinion rests 
.upon tbe universal admission, tbat by comnlon law 
allegiance, absolute, unqualified and perpetual is due 
from every subject to his sovereign ; consequently an 
€>ath to render it conditional, qualified or temporary, 
contravenes tbe purity of natural ligeance, and is of a 
treasonable quality. The ground of the second part 
of the opinion will be manifest to every one, who reads 
the edaeting part of this statute, and impartially com- , 
pares it with tbe secret, prescriptive and unauthor- 
ized obligation or oath of an Orangeman, as settled by 
tlie Grand Lodge of Dublin, on tbe 10th of January, 
1800, aa hereafter printed. 

■ 

Sect. ilL ^' And be it enacted by the authority 
<< aforesaid^ That every piijilon or persons, who shall 
'^ administer, or cause to be administered, tender, or 
'< cause to be tendered, or be present, aiding or aa* 
*' sisting at tbe adminisiering or tendering, or who 
^^ shall, by threats, promises, persuasion, or other 
^^ undue means cause, procure or induce to be taken 
'^ by any person or persons in Ireland , upon a book 
'^ or otherwise, any oath or engagement, importing 
<^ to bind tbe person or persons taking the same, to 
^* be of any association, brotherhood, committee, so- 
•* cicty or confederacy whatsoever, in reality formed, 
'^ s< or to be formed for seditioos purposes, or to disturb 

<* the 
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^< the (mbUe peaoe, or to ihjuite the pttnoni or property 
<* of any person or p^ifoot wbatsoever, to do or omit or 
*^ refuse to do any act or acts whatsoever, under what- 
^* ever naipfi, description or pretence such astociadop^ 
'< brolheihood, oommittee, society or confederacy 
<< shall eisaoie or pretend to be farmed or ooasti* 
** tttted ; or any oath or engagement, importing to 
<* bind the person, taking the same to obey tke or- 
<' ders or rules or commands of any committee or 
.^' other body of men not lawfully constituted, or of 
^< any captain, leader or commander (not appointed 
'< by, or under the authority of his Mi^esty, his heirs 
<^ or steoessors,) or to assemble at the desire or com* 
^^ mand of any such captain, leader, commander or 
** committee, or of any person or persons not having 
•^ lawful authority, or not to inform or give evidence 
^ '^ against any brother, associate or confederate, or 
*^ <)ther person, or not to reveal or discover his or hir 
^* having taken any illegal oath, or not to reveal or 
^' discover any illegal a|j||. done or to b» done, or not 
.^ to discover any illegal oath or engagement, which 
*^ may be administered or, tendered tOs.himor her, 
^' or the import thereof, whether such oath shall be 
*' afterwards so administered, or tendered or not, or 
^^ whether he or she shall take such oath, or enter into 
.^^ such engagement or not, being by due course of 
** law convicted thereof, shall be adjudged guilty of 
^* felony, and be transported for life : And every per-i 
J{ son, who shall take in Ireland^ any such oath or 
'* engagemeni:, importing so to bind him or her as 
** aforesaid^ and being by due course of law thereof 

(onvicted. 
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'^ convicted, shall be adjudged guilty of felony, 'and 
** be transportod for seven years.". 

Beyond the obligation of his sworn duty of alle- 
giance, the author is impelled by a sense of the im- 
portance K>f Ireland to the stability of the British em 
pire, to exert his further efforts to induce the preju- 
diced and the blind, justly to appreciate, and earnestly 
to co-operate ia bringing into action the powerful 
energies of a gallant, warm-hearted and .loyal people. 
Insulting is the pretence to establish tranquillity, peace 
and happiness in the country by those, who refuse, or 
neglect to root up and utterly to destroy the plants of 
discord so prodigally sown, so guardedly trenched, so 
-artfully bleached and softened under the richest mould, 
so tenderly fostered throughout the land. Having tho- 
roughly examined the nature and properties of this 
deadly exotic for the benefit of the country, in which 
its culture has been so powerfully forced, he canncft: 
.consistently withhold for om hour the result of his en- 
quiries. He therefore publishes separately this disqui- 
sition before the history of Ireland since the Unionr, 
to which it was intended as an introduction, can ap- 
pear before the public. 

The Author anticipates the indulgence of every real 
Irishman, for introducing the following sheets to the 
notice of the public in the words of the greatest mais- 
ter of impressive and figurative reasoning, the ros* 
irum ever boasted. On moving for the release of a 
learned judge from illegal imprisonment under an 
/English warrant, he noticed the dead silence, into 

which 



vrhicli the public had been frowned on the sad occa- 
sion, and rejoiced in that factitious dumbness, be- 
cause, when all was hushed, when nature slept, the 
weakest voice was heard. *« Then, says he," (Cum 
Sp«ech in Rex v. Johnson) ** The shepherd's whistle 
^* shoots across the listening darkness of the inter- 
^^ minable heath, and gives notice^ that the wolf is up- 
'^ on his walk ; and the same gloom and stillness, that 
*' tempt the monster to come abroad, facilitate the 
*^ communication of the warning to beware. Yes^ 

*' through that silence the voice shall be heard. 

'^ Yes, through that silence the shepherd shall be 

^* put upon his guard. Yes — through that silence 

^' the felon savage shall be chased into the toils.*' 
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Page line 

16 24 for natural read nuUual 

27 19 for warrant read gummons 

60 1 between the words their and extennination 

introduce the words oath qf 
124 18 for struck read stuck 
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A HE history of Ireland has been brought from Adran- 
its first connection with England down to its^^^J^^^ 
Union with Great Britain. That political event ry nisio- 
has not realized the flattering, prospects which ^' 
the British Minister held out to the Irish people^ 
as inducements to adopt the measure. The ef^ 
fects of the Union are of transcendent impor- 
tance to the British Empire, and cannot be otiier- 
wise made known, than, by continuing the his* 
tory of Ireland, from its mcorporate Union up to 
the current year. The task of writing modern 
history is arduous ai^d invidious. Nothing re- 
prehensible, unsuccessful or disastrous can be 
fairly represented, without wounding the feelings 
of those, who planned or executed the measure. 
On the other hand, cotemporary history must 
ever gratify a people interested in the faithful re- 
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cording of their national atchievements. If the 
truth be at first disguised, distorted or suppressed, 
it may then be readily rectified or suppUed by 
co-existing documents or testimony; and the 
existing generation will be assured, that their 
actions will be handed doviii in true colours to 
posterity. The liability of a co-temporary his- 
torian to be questioned either in or out of a court 
of justice for any falsehood, slander or malice, 
is a security not to be looked for in the writer 
of remote events. Though Ireland be legislative- 
ly united with Great Britain, the history of her 
people and Government is wholly distinct, and 
widely different. * ' . 

Neeessity ^° order to bring tinder the eye of the reader 
of deve-^ a comprehensive and impartial view of the histo- 
Jwiety of T ^^ Ireland for the last nine years, which may be 
Orange- called the first fruits of the Union, it will be re- 
quisite to trace to its source that political power, 
which had swayed the country for several years 
previous to the Union, as it still continues, though 
' in a somewhat different manner, to sway it at 
this hour. As many of the facts, which gave 
rise and stren^h to that poW er happened before 
' the period, which* forms the subject of this, vo-- 
lume, they are brought forward as introductory 
matter to the history, which they more material* 
ly, than perhs^s, ostensibly affect. The existence 
of the Society of Orangemen in Ireland, has 

ever 



€ver since its instHntion been productive of such 
strong effects upon that country, that it is in^* 
possible to do her historical justice, without 
fuUy representing the diflferent parts, which the 
Orangemen have been permitted or mi^de to per- 
form upon tibue national theatre. Although .ma- 
ny of 'their atchievements have found their regu- 
lar place in Uie history of the times, ixjk which 
they happevied,yet a minute disquisition concern* 
ing the rise, progress, nature and effects of that so- 
ciety has become necessary to develope the views, 
motives and consequences of instituting, coup* 
Penancing and keeping it on foot. 

It exceeds the function of the historian to prauat* 
trace the acts of government to the private in- *"^ . ^^ 
ducements of the ministers, who directed them. 
It is his duty to connect times and circumstances 
with public measures, and the reader will draw 
his own consequences. The history of Ireland 
during the last century is an uninterrupted chain 
of facts, proving to demonstration, that the go- 
vernment was carried on by keeping up a local 
ascendancy of foreign power or influence over 
the natural constitutional rights and interests' of 
that country. It bore succesively the appellations 
of the King's business^ the English interest, the 
British ascendancy : and then it was an avowed 
appendage to the patronage of the British minis^ 
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ter. It afterwards fell into the hands of an Irish 
oligarchy^ who by a bold and arrogant usurpa- 
tion, monopolized the whole political power of 
the country. In order to keep out of sight the 
paramount influence of the British Cabinet, 
they dignified their lucrative acquisition by the 
imposing title of Protestant ascendancy. Lord 
Clare had the address to bring forward the aris- 
tocracy of the country to pledge their lives and 
fortunes in support of it, before its practical 
meaning was made known to them# 

First Soon after the declaration of Irish iudepen- 

^Tn^n'^fn ^"^^^^^ '^^ ^782, Mr. Pitt failed in carrying 
Mr. Pittas his commercial propositions through the Irish 
'"^^ ' Parliament. Frond having been thwarted in 
that favourite plan, which had been p4opted 
by the two houses of the British pariiament, 
his views and conduct' towards Ireland great- 
ly changed. In 1786 Mr. Foster was cho- 
sen Speaker of the House of Commons, which 
greatly encreased bis political influence in the 
country. A coincidence of views, and disposi;* 
tion to keep up a political ascendancy in the 
country, strictly united the then Attorney Ge- 
neral,' Mr. Fitzgibbon, and the speaker, with 
Mr, Beresford, to devote themselves to Mr, Pitt, 
under pledges to carry through all his business, 
provided the internal management and patronage 
p( the CQvmtry were left to their direction. The 
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haughty mind of Mr. Pitt seldom permitted him 
to communicate fully his plans to others: he 
often made his most confidentisd servants the m> 
conscious engines of his deepest designs. From 
that time Mr. Pitt meditated a legislative Union, 
which for a long time he carefully concealed 
from those political contractors, who would then 
have revolted against the project, as defeating 
the object of their lucrative and ambitious spe- 
culations. Mr. Pitt was a man of resistless perti- 
nacity and ambition. Sensible that the measure 
ci Union, particularly after the late establish- 
ment of their legislative independence would be 
resisted by every true Irishman, his mind was 
t>rougbt to conviction, that it could only be 
pressed upon her Jn the hour of fear and weak^ 
iiess, of which the most immediate and unfailing 
causes are fiatioiial division and religious dissen- 
sion. 

Dr. Woodward, Bishop of Clo}aie, published Bishop of 

a pamphlet, which he entitled, The ^^^^^^^ contro^-* 
Staie of the Church af Ireland^ in which he versy. 
roundly charged the Catholics' and Presbyterians 
with being 6y principle hostile to the constitution 
in Church and state. This raised a polemical 
contest kept up by numerous; publications on 
both sides. £ach party, as usual, on such occa- 
sions, claimed the victory. The rewards, how- 
<5ver, were all on one side. Every clerical writer 

in 



in support oif the Bishop was liberally promoted 
for the share he bore in the warfare^* Of "the 

^ Out of that controversy arose the admirable proJuctioiis 
of the Rev. Arthur O'Leary, a Catholic priest^ on t<rferatioii, 
which removed firom the minds of maay Catholics the dift- 
culticsi which up to that time it is well known prevented them 
from swearing allegiance to the Tiouse of Hanover, and ab- 
juring the pretensions of the House of Stuari. That Rev. 
Brvine so happily blended a vein of liberality and original 
l^umour with orthodox instruction, that his writings became 
popular even with Protestants, and produced so much tole- 
ration and cordiality between them and the Catholics, that 
created a serious alarm in those, ^ho studied to perpetuate 
their division and consequent weakness. With much art they 
endesvoared io stop the progress of this terrifying liberality 
and harntioiiy amoi^ Irishmen of different reHgioas profea- 
sions. The Rev. Arthur (VLeary was thanked by the Bri- 
tish Minister for the services he had rendered to the sta:te, by 
frightening away the bugbear of Jacobitism> and securing the 
allegianee of the whole Catholic body to the illustrious house 
of Hanover. A pension of j£QOO was granted to him for hia 
life in the name of a trustee ; but upon the secret condition^ 
that he should for the future withhold his pen, and reside na 
more iii Ireland : in such dread was holden an evangelixer of 
tolerance and brotherhood in that country. Two or three 
payments of this hush money were made. Afterwards an 
arbitrary refusal for n^any years threw the Rev. Pensioner 
upon the voluntary support of his friends /or sabsistence. 
After a lapse of many years, by importunity and solicitation, 
and repeated proofs of his having complied with the secret 
conditions, he received a large arrear ; and in order to make 
iMmsdf independent for the rest of his days, he purchased 
with it an annuity for his life, firom a pvblic office, and died 
before the fitst quarter became due. 

Utility 



utility of the several publications^ which suros^ 
out of that controversy, every man will judge, 
who has read thei^. No one however can deny, 
that the immediate resdt of the contest was en- 
. creased viruleij|ce and animosity on the part of the 
Protestant ascendancy against the Catholic and 
jPmsbften^ : and reconciliation and amity be- 
tween the Presbyterian and the Catliolic. An 
uaion, which naturally stimulated the Protestant 
aecendancy to a fiercer lust of rule, and pro- 
voked the Catholics and Presbyterians, (they 
compose the bulk of the population) to a vindic- 
tive acerbity of retaliation, to which they had 
long been strangers. From that hour to the 
present, the fiur observer of political events in 
Ireland will distinctly mark the workings of the. 
Protestant ascendancy in the rule and guidance 
of a numerous body of men imited by oaths of 
•secrecy, deluded uhdier pretence of religion, 
* goaded by superst ition and passion, luned by 
interest, and organized into complete subordina- 
tion and blind obedience to the commands of 
their leaders. Mr. Pitt largely lent the arm of 
the executive to all the purposes of intolerance, 
to which his Irish undertakers thought fit to ap- 
ply it. The weakening of Ireland by internal 
dissension was the private order given to the 
triumvirate. The public instructions to the os- 
^^nsible and re^ponsiUe officers of the Crown 

concealed 
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concealed the Machiatelian principle in the back 
ground. 

System of It ^qs a * favourite tactic of Mjp Pittas to create 

terrifying ^. , . . , , <. ^ /• . 

by false '^'se alarms, with a view of eiigrafting strong 
aterms. measures upon the timidity, whict|.they created* 
Mr. Fitzgibbon in the first fervor cS^ devotion to 
his patron outran his commission; ,i^id so far 
exceeded alt the bounds of decency, as^ ta retail 
officially in the House of Commons a most 
alarming report of the outrages of the Bight 
Boys in 1787> as proceeding from a popisI\ con- 
spiracy. In this Mr. Orde> the secretary, as a 
man of honour and veracity, found it necessary 
to contradict his Majesty's Attorney General, in 
open Parlianient, by declaring ; that he not onfy 
did not believe it to be true^ but in several places 
he knew it not to be irue» And wh^ this law 
officer of the Crown was shamed oi^t of the 
clause he had introduced into the bill for pre- 
venting tumultuous risings, directing the ma- 
gistrates to demolish the Roman Catholic cha- 
pels, in which any combination should have 
been formed, or e^ unlawful oath administered, 
Mr. Orde, with becoming dignity, declared, 
that h^ never would have concurred in such a 
clause. Mr. Grattan observed upon the extra- 
official zeal of Mr. Fitzgibbon, that it was re- 
medi/ing disturbance by irreligion. and establish- 
ing it by Act of Parliament. 

In 

* History of Ireland, by the Author^ Vol. II. p. 208. 



In the year 1788,. under the: second adminis- Rdigiow 
tmtion of the Marquis of Buckingham, whom dissension 
Mr, Pitt had specially selected for effecting his i^\r^ 
views upon Ireland, on the deativ off the Duke of mdgb. 
Rutland* the county of Armagh wag the theatrey 
on which tiiie managers of the ascendancy most 
prominently exhibited their newly delegated or 
usurped power. The county of Armagh is the 
most Protestant county of Ireland. It is in great 
part, a species of English colony. The primacy 
having been usually bestowed upon Elnglishmen, * 
the consequence was, that whatever church 
lands could be beneficially demised, came to 
the hands of the En^ish dependants and favour- 
ites of the Primates, as they fell in. The tenahts 
moved not as their patrons died ; but attached 
themselves to the soil, in which they had acquir- 
ed a valuable interest. They had generally risen 
from menial situations, and retained a species of 
extraordinary gratitude for the Church, on the 
soil of which they lived and throve. They, like 
most religionists in their walks of life, manifested ' 
their forced zeal, more by their prominent ab- 
horrence and persecution of others, than by the 
edifying exercise of the tolerant and mild pre- 
cepts of their own religion. The ancient village 
feuds and dissensions of the I^eep of Day boys 
and defenders, were renewed under the acrimo- 
nious distinction of Protestants and Catholics, for 
the wickt'd purposes of more lasting division. 

C The 
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}^ Thedeadiof CliancdlarLifioKtl in 1789, if- 

made iforded Mp- Eil* aja opportunity of rewarding the * 
Chancel- extBa^jdinaiy aeal sand cocertions o^ the AttcAiiejr 
Strength Genetat Mti F^jtzgibbon, in tlie management of 
of the As- the xUfficuk qaestioa «of the Reitency in the pine^ 

cendancy ^ . . i. /-it_ ii 

party, ceding year; By appointmg him Chanoeliorj 
(the! first Iri^hihaa that ever filled that station) 
ha. assumed credit for being « friend to Ireland ; 
and at the. same time s^cure!^ the lidilse of Lords, - 
as. far as the. influence of ChanceUarand Speaker 
could weigh. He com'manded the Speaker's 
powers over the House of Commons iin Mr. Fos- 
ter, a^d he secured in Mr; Beresfbrd the judi- 
cious appUcation of all the fiscal douceurs 
and,, benefits; of the virtue and' extent of 
which no other man was so cognizant. Mr. ' 
Pitt was naturally crafty, implacable and do- 
mineering. The disgust^ which^ the aristocracy 
had shewn, at the first mention of Union, rouzed 
his haughty soul into an. indignant resolution to 
subjugate them to it by their own - timidity and 
weakness. His lofty spirit had never brooked 
the independence, which the Irish forced the 
British senate to acknowledge in 1782. Unre- 
strained by sympathy, impregnable to friend- 
ship, unawed by advice, spuming his opponents, 
and confident of the profligacy of his adlierents, - 
this daring statesman seized the advantage of the 
disastrous times. 

In 
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In 1791 the. government was more alarmed at Mr. PiuV 
the sympathies' of tiK^Preslxyterians in the North towards 
with the French revolutionists^ than with the ^^,9** 

tholics. 

dread of Catholic enuincipotion) altliough the 
Fresbyterians came cordially .forward a3 the 
staunch advocates and supporters of that mea- 
sure* Mr. Pitt's general no^rum ,w^s to weaken 
.by dividing. Nothing could so effectually put 
the nation and the Protesiant ascendancy at 
issue, as tl^ unequivocal determination of the 
.representatives in Parlianlent not even to listen 
to their complaints. When, therefore, in 1 792, 
;the Catholic's petition M^as .presented to the 
House of Commons by Mr. O'Hara, be desired 
.not to be considered as its f^aarticulai* patron. 
Not a member stood forwsHrd to oppoi^^ it# P^ec« 
tion by the house. The insulting outi^e of 
not receiving their petition exasperdted the Ca- 
tholics, and filled their eneoues with . propor- 
tionate confidence. The animosity of ettch party 
was consequently sharpened. 

The triumph of the Protestant ascendancy was Mr. Pitt's 
of short duration. In the next session that very t^° p,^*^ 
Parliament was directed to grant almost the testant 
whole substance of the Petition, which but 6<Hne ^d Ti« 
months before they had been ordered to reject view to 
with insulting contumely. The weakness of the "*^"* 
Protestant ascendancy was thus exposed, by con- 
vificing the nation, ^at they moved not by their 

own 
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6wn will or energy, but in servile obeissance to 
foreign autliority. It was Mn Pitt's art to play 
off and balance the opposite powers against 
each other, that neither should make head against 
himself. Ministry and ascendancy became equally 
alarmed at the rising disposition of the people to 
outer into -a National Union, without regard to 
religious distinction. Mr* Pitt availed himself 
of the critical moment, and from that time for- 
ward, never ceased to press upon his creatures, 
the option of external or internal Union. In the 
latter the whole Protestant ascendaney would be 
lost : by the former its consequence and profits 
would be at least partially preserved. Und^r 
Ji^is system, each party continued for a time to 
stt^gthen itself The Catholics having ob* 
^tame^^inore than they expected, tho' not all they 
iodkedr to from Government, sought to acquire 
jstrerigth and consequence by uniting with the 
J ibieral Protestants of every denomination, in 
their efforts to obtain the great national objects 
of every real Irishman's wishes. The Protestant 
fiscendanqf irritated at the concessions made by 
Government to the Catholics, entrenched itself 
within a formidable line of exclusion, and vowed 
eternal inveteracy against the Catholics, even to 
extermination. With the countenance, aid, and 
support of the monopolizing junto^ it arrogated 
to itself exclusive loyalty, and by affecting to 

prop 
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prop and strengthen the arm of Ac law, it iftsiK 
lonUy identified itself with Government, and put 
the Country at issue. 

The year 1794 \va9 peculiarly important to Turbu- 
the interests of Ireland^ as far as they were affect- [^"^coun- 
ed by the workings of the Prof estatit aseendancy, try en- 
So turbulent was then the state of the country, ^'T^/ 
that Mn Pitt found It requisite to abandon the divides 
system of co«t:ion, and confide the reins of Go- ^*^® ^J"S 

•^ . . 1. . party m 

veromeatto^ a person poasessmg other qualities, England, 
than these of mere subserviency. Lord Westmore^ 
land's recall was resolved upon. The master 
stroke of Mt. Pitt's policy, was the division of 
the "Whig party in Eiigland. That event would 
not hare happened, had not the Duke of Port- 
land been assured by Mr. Pitt, that he and his* 
friends should have the entire management of 
Ireland, with full authority to redress grievances, 
reform abuses, and especially, as his grace open* 
Ty avowed at Court, when he kissed hands«on 
bis promotion, to bring forward the question of 
Catholic Emancipation in the ensuing session. 

* Mr. Foster, who had ever systematically 
opposed the Catholics, and some of his family charL* 
were mainly instrumental in raising certain sus- against 

*^ * . . Mr. Far 

picions & othew. 

* Hist. Rev. of the State of Ireland, i vol. 441, & seq. 
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picions, wbickled to tbe fals^ charges againstMn* 
Fay of Ndvan, Mr.BoWdal, Mr. Bind of Drdg- 
heda, and several Catholic Gentlemen of fei^cta- 
bility in that neighbourhood, for the murder of the 
Rev. Mr. Butler, aild the general system oiDefen- 
dertsniy whrch had then ^settled in an of^en systent 
of lawiees robbery. ' The Catholics' had tsuffired 
frotti it more than th<»r I%t€»tant netghbours: and 
to its suppression thqy had inore ge^i^ratly, -and 
as kirgejy subscribed The plot appear^ idbeply 
laid under great political influence/ - to sHj^ijMfti^e 
the body 't>f Catholics, thro' the erkniniftik>K^ ^ 
Mr.Fay, and the other CMholic G^iitlemendF^es- 
taMished vespeotability. Just proVld^e defeated 
it by opening to view the base machinatbns and 
perjuries of the informer Lynch, atid other such 
miscreants taked otft of Ihe neighbdiritig G<3als» 
who had* been hired and subottied to sWear away 
the Uves of the victims pointed out. Th^ir hon- 
ourable acquittal, aiid the bare-faced exposure 
of 4he Conspiracy covwed the party with shalme, 
and for a time kept them quiet in these parts oi 
the Country. Of th6se trials, Mr. Curran* in 

his 

^ This Gentleman, who is the present Master oFthe Rolls 
in Ireland, during the whole of his Political Career in Par« 
liament nerer did an action, in which tlie staunchest Patriot 
Wbnld hot have gloried in concurring, nor uttered a speecht 
of which the most eloquent might not have hoasted* 



Id 

his place in the Senate, said, ** he coxild'gpoak 
" as an eye Witness, declaring them to 'be scenes 
•* of more atrocity and horror, thaft he had ever 
'^ seen exhibited in a Courts of Justice. It was 
^^ what 1^ Catholics mi^kt have expected^ when 
'^ they ^nd their avo\kred- enemies continued iti 
'^ asthority, 'and the malice of an implacable 
** Gavemment left to indemnify itself by ven- 
*^ geanoe, what it bad losl by luw/* 

It was necesdar}^ that Mr. Pitt should con- M**- P*t*'» 
vince his Whig Neophites of the sincerity ofcyagam&t 
his engagement, to leave the entire reform of ^^^^^**.^ 
Ireland to them. Messrs. Grattan and Pon-patiou. 
sonby were therefore sent for, to form the new 
Irish Administration; and the virtuous Fitz- 
wiHiam'was selected to meet the eager expecta- 
tions of the nation. On the other hand, Mr. 
Beresford went over to England on a counter- 
project ; and by secret negociations, successfully 
laid the train, by which Lord Fitzwilliam's in- 
structions to give the Catholic question a hand- 
some support on behalf of Government, were to 
be counteracted, and the Protestant ascendancy 
was to be made finally to triumph over National 
Union, Parliamentary Reform, and Catholic 
JEmaneipation. This perfidious manoeuvre, af- 
forded Mr. Pitt a treble triumph. It exposed 
the inipotency of his Whig projelyte^. It dis- 

lilaved 
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played fthe extent of his persona] anitfaority. It 
widened the breach betweeiji the Catholic and 
the Protestant ascendancy. From the recal of 
Lord FitzwiUiam, commenced the reign of ter- 
ror. His successor, whose sole recommenda- 
tion to the Irish was the name of Cmnden, 
from the moment of his landings- .manifested as 
unequivocal symptoms of subserviency to the 
triumciriy as Lord Westmoreland . had shewn 
throughout his whole Government. He threw 
himself without reserve into their ' arms : and 
when affrighted at the shrieks of torture, and 
nauseated with the fumes of blood, he weakly la* 
mente^^ that the system had been extorted from 
him. 

Pewecu- Tlie unexpected 'triumph of persecuted inno- 
Amagh. cence in Meath drove the baffled party to ano- 
ther scene of action, wheje their physical force 
was larger, where their instruments were better 
organized, and where the magistracy was more 
generally devoted to their designs. Tlie Protes- 
testant County of Armagh, had long been the 
field of contest, between the Peep of Day Boj/s^ 
and the Defenders. This acrimony, which had 
for some time been soothed into natural repen- 
tance and shame at their past errors, was re- 
kindled "by secret agents, and converted into a fe- 
rocious warfare of religious contention. The 

ascendancy 
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ascendancy party was worked into an enthusin-^ 
tic ebullition of renovated fury, by the Sermon 
of a Rev. Divine of the Established Church, Mr. 
Mansell of Portadown, who some days previous 
to the 1st day of July 1795, had from his pulpit 
given very marked notice to his congregation, 
that all persons disposed to celebrate the anni- 
versary of the battle of the Boyne, in tbd 
true spirit of the institution, should attend bis 
Sermon on that day. This Evangelical labourer 
in the vineyard of the Lord of peace so worked 
up the minds of his audience, that upon retiring 
from service, on the different roads leading to 
their respective homes, they gave fuU^cope to 
the antipapistical zeal, with which lie had in- 
spired them ; falling upon wery Catholic they 
met, beating and bruising them without provo* 
cation or distinction, breaking the doors and 
windows of their houses, and actually murdering 
two unoffending peasants, who were digging 
turf in a bog. This unprovoked atrocity of the 
Protestants revived and redoubled religious ran*- 
cour. The flame spread and threatened a con* 
test of extermination. ^ 

A like assault was offered to some Catholics of P««cw*l« 
the town of Lurgan, but no lives were lost jUj^oftht 
that affray. Mr. Bernard Coile an emineJR ^*^*^®^»«* 
Muslin and Cambrick manufa<iturer, with others ^n **^' 

of ' 



18 



t>f his Catholic brethren^ convened a meeting of 
the two parishes on the following Sunday, in the 
Session house, with Which for that laudable 
. purpose the Protestant Magistrate had accom- 
modated them. The people were admonished 
. to behave in a peaceable manner, and assured, 
that in case of assault or injury, they should be 
*fully protected by the arm of tlie law, provided 
they took not retaliation or revenge into their 
own hands. Pacific and loyal resolutions were 
entered into by the Catholics, and liberal Pro- 
.testants were invited to do the like. A thousaml 
copies of these resolutions were circulated thro* 
vthe district with the happiest effect. Tranquil- 
lity and order were preserved for a considerable 
time on one side 9S the Bann River.* But in 

the 

*. Sir Richard Musgrave says, (Memoirs of the difFereiit 
•^Rebellions, 2d £d. page70.) " That in commemoration ofthat 
" Victory, the first Orange Lodge was formed in the County 
" of Armagh, on the 21st September, 179>5, tho' the name 
^' of Orange Men existed some time before." It is curious 
to mark the progress of this veridical historian in his com- 
mendation of the Qvngemen. In the very next page, he 
says, the lower class of Protestants of the Established Church 
stood forward at this perilous crisis, &c. Then in page 73. 
he thinks it right to mention, '* that the Orange association 
*% should not be confounded, as it has often invidiously been, 
'* Ivith the mutual and disgraceful outrages, which prevailed in 
** the County of Armagh for many ycars^ between the lowest 

class 
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the neighbourhood of Portadown, the animosity 
of the opposite parties had taken so decided a 
turn^ that the Defenders remained under arms for 
three days successively^ challenging their oppo^ 
nents to fight it out fairly in the field, rather 
than harrass them with murderous pocturnal 
visits^ On the !iS 1st September, 1795, the Defen?* 
ders were defeated at the Village of the DiH^^ 
mond by a less numerous, tho' better organized 
party of their opponents. On that day the Pc^p 
of Dfly Boys dropt that appellation, and assum- 
ed the denomination of Orange-men : and then - 
was their first Lodge formed,* 

V 

At first; no person of consequence entered fhe Conr-* ' 
Society. Their original object . and obligation "^^1^ 
were to exterminate the Catholics of Ireland, aa Oraag% 
far as in them lay. They affected to unite in sup-i Society, 
port of the Constitution, as established by King 

D2 / William 



** class of Presbyterian3, under the denomination. of the i^e/» 
** 6f Day Boys, and the Roman Catholics as Defenders/* As 
if the Protestants of the .Established 4^orch, would hare 
formed themselves into a Clab or Society, in commemoration 
of a Victory, which they had not fought for ! 

.*'So powerful were therCfTects of th^se Resolutions, that do( 
one individual Catholic or Protestant from Lurgan was eu- 
gaged m the Battle of the Diamond. 



Wiliiam at the Re!volution of 1688. Their great 
encrease and establishment happened in the fol- 
lowing year. Detail is requisite, to prove h©w 
far the Orange-men have acted up tor the spirit 
i»f their first Institution, and to shew when, how> 
ftlMl why they changed their original oath of ex- 
t^nnination^ «• will be seen hereafter, into that 
of supporting ccmditionaUy the King, as long as 
the King should support tke Protestant ascend- 
*)H3^ The utility of history is the disclosure of 
facts, which may tend to prevent the miseries, 
imd promc^ the welfare of the existing and fu* 
ture generational 

4pMit Ehted with their success at the DiaQiond, 

grejfof ^ Orangemen adtB^anced boldly in their work 
9l^S^ of ^terminKlion, They confided in the pro« 
ti^on» and boaisted of the support of the Ma- 
gi8trmteii> before several of whom that battle was 
fott^t. Not only the profession of the Catholic 
religion, but connexion with a Catholic by mar- 
riage, or dependence upon a Catholic by ser-^ 
vitude exposed the indrvidual to the brutal fe<* 
rocity of these e#erminators. Some Magistrates 
directly promoted, others countenanced and eii» 
couraged, and most of them allowed their ont^ 
rages to be committed with impunity. At that 
dme commenced that dreadful system, which 

^•Mr- 
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Mr. Grattan described, as * ^< a persecutioii 
conceived in the bittemete of bigotry , carried 
on with the mOst ferocious barbarity by a ban* 
ditti, who, bang of the rdigion of the State, 
had committed, with the greater audaeitf 

^^ and confidence, the most horrid murders* 
and had proceeded from r6U)ery and mas- 
sacre to extermination/" " Those insurgents," 
he, ** call themselves Orangemen, or Pro- 
testant Boys 3 that is, a banditti of murderers, 
committing massacre in the name of God, 
and exercising despotic power in the name 
of Liberty/' 

In tracing important events to their source, Mr. Gif- 
it IS often necessary to attend to circumstances**"*^® 
in themselves trivial or contemptible. An apo- of tht 
thecary, named Giffard, notorious in the annals ^range^ 

^ r\ 1060. 

of Orangism, had quitted the medical for the 
military profession> and was then captain in the 
City of Dublin militia, and quartered at Port- 
adowii. He was prominently forward in en- 
couraging the Peep of Day Boys against the 
Defenders ; and his isealous clitertion ^ were not 
left unrewarded by the renovators of that Cru- 
sade. To him are attributed the adopt^>n of the 
title of Orangemen, their originat oath and obli-« 

gation, 

^ FtoliaaK^tary Debates for i79(i 
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gation, and the first regulations, by which they 
were organized into a Societj% As this gentle- 
man! was travelling ia a public carriage from 
Newry to' Dublin, to take his trial for a breach 
of -the peace, he found himself in company with 
ISlr/Beruard Coile, who has been already men- 
.^f, tioned : ' till then> they had been strangers . to 

each other. In the course of conversation, Mr. 
Coile observed, that Robespierre was a second 
Cromwell. Mr. Giffard in part assented ; but 
remarked, that he would forgive Cromwell every 
lUing, but one thing ; Mr. Cpile asked what that 
one thing was. Mr. GifFard sharply replied ; his 
not having exterminated the Catholics from Ire- 
land; and concluded with the most solemn 
avowal of his own efficient and most ardent 
^ wishes to effectuate that object. Mr. Coile pro- 
fessing himself to be a Catholic, insisted upon 
turning Mr. Giffard out of the carriage. The 
quarrd was patched up by their fellow travellers,* 
but the injury was rK)t forgiven. A system of 
secrecy and seclusion can only be developed by 
the overt acts of its principal directors. An at- 
tentive ai)d impartial view of the sequel will be 
an unerring guide to the denouement of the 

piece. , 

Flushed, 

• Thtese were the late Mr. Page, of Dundalk, and his son, 
who is still living ; Mr. Mac Lelland, the fatheij of the pre- 
sent Baron Mac Lelland; and al!a(fy. The conversatioo 
took pfcce between Dundalk and Drogheda. 
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Flushed with victory, animated with their ^^^^^^ 
new appellation, countenanced and protected, men grow 
aiS thejr^ openly boasted, by thq Magirtrates and ^,^j^Jjf ' 
men high in power,- tlie OrangeAien hai^sed and are 
and oppressed their Catholic countrymen witli ^^^,^^1 
uncontrolled ferocity. Mr. Grattan, on a nie- 
morable occasion in the House of Commons, 
when the Attorney General brought forward four 
resolutions for checking the progress of insur- 
gency and outrage throughout the country, thus 
described the horrible practices of the Orange- 
men. — * " These insurgents have organized 
their rebellion, and formed themselves into a 
Committee, who sit and try the Catholic 
weavers and inhabitants, when aprehended 
falsely and illegally, as deserters. That re* 
bellious Committee they call the Committee 
** of Elders, who, when the unfortunate Ca- 
*^ tholie is torn from his family and his loom, 
and brought before them in judgment, if he 
give them liquor or money, they Sometimes 
*^ discharge him, otherwise they send him to a 
recruiting officer as a deserter. They ge- 
nerally give the Catholics notice to quit their 
farms and dwellings, which notice they plaister 
** on the house conceived in these short, but 
" plain words, Go to helly Connaught xvou't re- 
ceive 

* Viz. on the 20ih Feb. 17Q6. ^J6 Pari. Debates, 10% 
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^ ccivejfou. Fire and Faggot t TTm. Threskam, 
" tmd John Thrustout* They followed these 
*< notices with futiful and punctual execution 
^ of the horrid threats tn n^any instances they 
^* threw down the houses of the tenantry, or 
what they called racked the house, so that the 
fiuBily must fly or be buried in the gr^ve of 
•* their own catbin. The extent of tKe murders, 
^^ that had been committed by that atrocious 
^< and rebellious banditti he had heard, but not 
*^ so ascertained, as to state them to the House : 
*^ but from all the inquiries he could make, he 
^* collected, that the Catholic inhabitants of Ar- 
** magh were actually put out of the protection 
^^ of the law ; that the Magistrates had been su- 
pine and partial, and that the horrid banditti 
had met with complete success, and from the 
'^ Magistracy with very little discouragement.'* 
General inculpation seldom produces the effect 
of ^ecific proof. 






Thre^ 

* These estermiDatiog notices varied in form, though they 
4;enerally concurred in substance, and were equally acted 
upon. Some were conceived in the laconic words. Hell or 
CannaughL An eye-witness to many of these horrible scenes 
has furnished us with another reading of this terrific text. 
'< To Hell or Gonnanght immediately, or we, Captain Rack- 
" all and Captain Firebrand will come and destroy you^ 
'* and send your souls to hd mod damnaition.'' 
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Three of the Magistrates of Lurgat^ Mess. Largan 
l^ordy BrowntoiVy and Gr^er, were, next to Mr. ^^^gis. 

. tratesen. 

Fernery the most prominently cgiispicuous in courage 
forwarding the Orange system. , Oil their estates ^^'"^"g*- 
they had mostly Catholic tenantry, from whoiu 
their agents readily obtained^ as they did from 
others, a surrender of their arms. No sooner 
had' this surrender been made, than notice was 
given to the Orangemen by Mr. Ford, that they 
would be perfectly safe in plund^ering that part 
of the country, where they resided, as the Ca- 
tholics were there totally disarmed. Accordingly 
on the following Sunday, they crossed the river 
Bann in boats, and indiscriminately attacked, 
plimdered and destroyed all the property they 
knew belonged to Catholics in that district. 
Tnat their rage was directed against Popery, 
-and'not'Defehderism, is evident from Mr. Ford's 
conduct to two of his own moiSt respectable te- 
nants, whose webs and yams had been destroyed 
with their houses and furniture. They had ap- 
plied to' him ill the natural confidence of tenants 
in their landlord, who was also a Justice of the 
Peace*, to direct them how ttey should obtain 

E redress 

I 

^ He wsf also Collector of thfi Costoittd at Duh(}alk« frotn' 
which office he was soon afterwards discharged, having' beiii 
detected in several gross frauds upon the Revenue..., Whilst 
Mr. Graer was in prison^ through the interest of Mr. Foster, 
he'tiad aii additional allowance made to him of ^100. perann. 
from the Linen Board, withiMLve Ui take in hit son as assist- 
. aot inspector. 
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redress for their sufTerings. He shortly told 
them, if they would read their recantation, and 
turn Protestants, they should be protected* 
The surrender of Mr. Ford's tenants arms was 
made on the Saturday. Eai'ly on the riext 
morning he set out for Dundalk, and instantly 
after his departure, the surrendered arms were 
put by his servant into the hands of Orangemen, 
to be employed in extenninating the disanned 
owners. The example of Mr. Ford was fol- 
lowed by several other Magistrates. 

Convic- A principal part of Mr. Coile's property, then 
Mr. Greer ^^ the hands of weavers in the district of Lur- 
fordeny. gan, was destroyed by the rioters cutting the 
ticc. webs in the looms, and the yam on the beams. 
Mr. Coile applied to Mr. Greer for redress, and 
he refused to take examinations, or grant war- 
rants against any of the persons concerned in 
these outrages, who, notwithstanding, had been 
sworn ^against by lour persons besides the pro- 
secutor. Mr. Greer was prosecuted at the Ar- 
magh assizes by Mr. Coile, and found guilty 
upon four counts, and sentenced to six months 
imprisonment, and to pay a fine of ^200. He 
was of course strucken out of the Commission 
of the Peace, and committed to Newgate'. But 
Mr. Greer was a staunch supporter of the Pro- 
testant ascendancy. His fin^ was reduced to 

^ sixpen*. 
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sixpence. Lord Clare restored him, to the Cora- 
mission of the Peace ; and he was not dispossessed 
of the office of Inspector General of Ulster, 
under the Linen Board. 

% 

Mr. Coile* whose sufferings for his religion, Conspi- . 
and his persecuted countrymen were unpara- ^^^j^^ 
telled,/waspre vented from bringing several other Mr.Coilc. 
of the corrupt Magistrates of Armagh to justice 
by a conspiracy against his life, upon a false 
charge gf high treason. He was warned by his 
friends so secure safety by flight, for that enough 
had been sworn against him to take away the 
lives of an hundred men. Conscious innocence 
scorned to shun trial, and he instantly applied 
to Mr. Brownlow, a neighbouring Magistrate, 
to summon the parties before him, in order to 
confront them, and prevent the wicked attempt. 
Mr. Brownlow, with diffi^culty, granted the 
warrant for a distant day; and, in the inter- 
mediate time, took the information of some per- 
jured miscreants, who had conspired against the 
life of Mr. Coile, and> in conjunction with Mr. 
Obins, committed him to the county gaol, upon 
the following extravagantly false charge, of 
being a reputed Papist, distributing a large quan- 
tity of ball cartridges amongst a number of 
Papists, for the purpose of destroying the Pro- 
testants, and also at -the same time swearing a 

E 2 peprsott 



person to be one of his soldiers, to assist in over- 
throwing thi9 King, Government, and all Ma- 
gistrates. ' 

Con<^pira- The Rev. Mt. Afansell, the evangelizer of 
tract, and Portadown, before whom the examinations of 
own their the poDspiratprs were sworn, induced such of 
them as werie or h^^d been Catholics,, to read 
their rec§intation before they were ipxamined.* 
S4r. Coile was confined above eight months in 
prison, yainly entreating and urging to be put 
upon his trial. Four of the conspirators against 
his liffe, touched with remorse, deposed, in the 
ini^n time, before different magistrates, that 
they had Ibeen suborned to swear falsely against 
him. Some of them added, that they had been 
compelled by twelve men, whom they named in 
their affidavits, to swe^ £ailse o^tbs against him, 
and others^ that th^ had been rewarded for 
hs^ving done so with dothes and money. 

How Mr. ]^r^ Coile was enlarged without trial, after an 
prevented imprisonment of eight month3. Wishing to pco-^ 
from pro- g^^ut^ the P€tst of the Qpn^pijcators, he was. pre-? 
other ma- Y^ted froui dpipg it by tiie judge, because his 

^istrates, • OWD 
and what 

justice Y T^he follo^yiag b a copy of a certificate given to. one 

• —"I® ^® Jzmes Murray on this occasion : " James Miirray of Dory-i 

delin- " hesna came beforei me tfiis day, and Kenounced the errors 

quents. " of the Church of Rome» and embraced the Protestant faith, 

** fts by jaw establishedt.** Gborge Mansblu Drum, Jan. 
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own trial was stiU hanging owr him, whenever 
it might be expedient for the Crown to bring it 
forward. This management of justice bespeaks 
the spirit of those, by whom it was administered. 
At the spring assizes, in 1796, more than 100 
pf these exterminating Orangemen were commit- 
ed for trial : and although by the judges' order 
the p rosecutors and witnesses were escorted, for 
security, on the high roads by patroles of dra- 
goons, many of them were waylaid, maimed 
find murdered. Others were intimidated from 
attending to give evidence, as the juries were 
from convicting. Notwithstanding these ob- 
structions to justice, eleven of the banditti were 
found guilty, of whom one only was executed. 
He was a Protestant dissenter. It was the ordi- 
nary and open conversation of these convicts, 
who were remanded to prison, that if they con* 
sidered their lives in danger^ they would discover 
the names of their employers in the nefarious 
business. At the solicitation of the magistrates 
they were respited fix)m time to time, and at last 
pardoned, and let loose upon the public to re- 
commence their work of extermination. Mr. Coile, 
from having prosecuted Mr. Greer to conviction, 
became a marked victim to the resentment of the 
Orangemen. He was waylaid, and narrowly 
escaped with his life. Persecution followed him 
to Dublin, where his sufTerings will be traced 
in the sequel, not for the sake of the persecuted, 

individual, 
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individual, but for the purpose of exhibiting to 
the nation the spirit and principles of the perse- 
cutors.* 



^Tischier The exterminating system was carried on 
i m Upt ^^^^^^ ^"^^^ alacrity in Armagh, that the passivi 
fiM)t the objects of the persecution were intimidated into 
p.j ic. jjjig^c^ Moderate and Hberal Protestants wished 
to suppress the enormities perpetrated by their 
brethren in faith, mider pretence of supporting 
the Protestant ascendancy^ and the ferocious in- 
stmments of the outrages were prevented by 
their more bloody instfigators from recording theni 
to posterit3^ Thus, unfortunately, has the pub- 
lic been left in ignorance of the atrocities,t by 

N which 

* Through their influence with .the head of the Linen 
"Board, this gentleman, who had hitherto been accommodated 



like others, in that branch of trade, with the usual advanta- 
ges of the Hall, was, in an unprecedented^manner, dejyiyed 
of rooms in it for the sale of his goods : he was obliged for 
that purpose to purchase a house, in the neighbouring street, 
in which he had scarcely been settled, when forty- eight wo- 
men and children, and four troopers were billetted upon him 
for ttn weeks and four days. The further grievances of this 
I ptrsecuted individual will be noticed, as they occur in the 

chronological order of the ensuing sheets; as they are all to 
he traced to the inexpiable offence of having resisted and pu- 
nished some of the most prominent zealots of the Orange 
Institution. 

t Dr. Sheridan, the patriotic and enlightened author of the 
Unbiassed Irishman, (3d: edition by Coyoe, Dublin, 1808.) 

in 
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which the .Orange spirit. wa§ brought mto action, 
embrucd in Irish blood,. and extended through the 
Country ;' sometimes preserved, at others foster- 
ed by the hand of power, never put down, and 
to this hour permitted to exist in defiance of the 
laws of the land, in violation of the constitution^ 
and contravention of the Act of Settlement. No 
wonder, that the hands, which secretly directed 
those inhuman deeds j should be operative in 
keeping them from the eye of the public. Ko 
regular hisjoiy is to be found of that receat per- 
secution, though so many of the persecuted and 
persecutors still live to vouch for the truth of the 
fjacts. 

^ With 

fc ■ ■ , 

in 1)18 introduction to the third edition of his admirable review 
of Dr, Woodward's Present State of the Church qf Ireland, oc - 
casioned by a recent renewal of that famous publication of the 
Bishop, {p, 20.) has observed, " that the Catholics have Ijeea 
•' unpardonably deficient in the use they have made of the 
" freedom! of the press. Their shameful indifference with 
•' regard to their persecuted brethren in the County of Ar-. 
" magh, will not tell in their favour with an enlightened 
■ *' posterity." And p. 25, he remarks of Mr. Coile, that, 
«* having thus narrowly escaped with his life from this wicked 
"' conspiracy, and suffered a loss of his entire property, this 
'^ gentleman had sUll spirit enough left to look for redress, 
" and was so fortunate as to be able to expose the system ef- 
" fectually td the nation." He adds,, however, this satisfac- 
tory information, viz. That " a few days since, (viz. in 1808) 
'''the unhappy magistrate deputed a respectable friend to 
*' wait on the gentleman he had persecuted, praying forgive • 
'^ ness, and declaring, at the same time, that he had been set 
*' on to that bad act by men high in potocr,** 
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Alarming With sucli rapidity did the atrocious fenati- 
^[^^^^cism of the Orangemen spread through thd 
ism. County of Armagh, that in three months from 
their inauguration on the 21st of September, th^ 
very magistrates, who had hitherto countenanced 
them, w^re appalled at the consequences of their 
own concurrence and connivance. On the 21st 
of February, 1796, Mr. Grattan, in debating 
the four resolutions of the Attorney General, fof 
quieting the disturbances of the country, which 
neither mentioned nor referred tb the County of 
Armagh, thus spofce.* " Tliis horrid persecution, 
" this abominable barbarity, and this general ex-- 
"/termination has been ackno\vledged by' the 
" magistrates, who found the evil had proceeded 
to so shameful an excess, that it had at length'' 
obliged them to ciy out against it. On the 28th 
of December thirty of the magistrates came to 
the following resolution, which was evidence 
** of the designs of the insurgents, and of their 
*' success. Resolved J that it appetxrs to this 
meetings that the County of Atmagh is at 
this moment in the state of uncommon disorder ; . 
" that the Roman Catholic inhabit a/nts are griev- 
^* ously oppressed by lazvless persons unkown, 
" zvho attack and plunder their hotcses by night, 
" and threaten them with instant destruction^ 
" unless they abandon immediately their lands 
" and habitations.^' 

That* 

•'16 Pari. Deb. 
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That was the first of six resolutions proposed Evideoce 
by Lord Gosford, whilst governor of the county, ^^ ^^ ^'* 
to a general meeting of magistrates, for the pur- gistrates 
pose, as the third of those resolutions expresses, ^**°** 
of stopping the progress of the persecution now Orange- 
carrying on by an ungovernable mob against the "**"• 
Roman Catholic inhabitants of this county. That 
noble Lord spoke a written address to the?P®5^J^®^ 

Lord v08- 

meeting, in which he told them, that he was as ford, 
true a Protestant as any in the room, and that 
from holding the situation he did in the county, 
he was called upon, and would declare his 
sentiments without fear and without disguise. 
That meeting of the whole body of the ma^s- 
tracy of the County of Armagh was convened, 
on the 28th of December, 1 795> by his Lord- 
ship, for the special purpose of concerting mea« 
sures the most likely to check the enormities, that 
had brought disgrace upon the County, and 
would soon reduce it to the deepest distress. 
His Lordship's words to them on that occasion, 
are the most unimpeachable evidence, that can 
be resorted to of the nature, spirit and extent of 
Orangism at that time, which comprized only 
the first quarterly return of the success of that 
exterminating society. " It is,'* said his Lord- 
ship, '^ no secret, that a persecution, accompa- 
'* nied with all the circumstances of ferocious 
" cruelty, which have in all ages distinguished 
^^ that calamity, is now raging in this County. 

F Neither 
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*' Neither age nor sex, nor even acknowMged 
^' innocence, as to any guilt in the late disturb* 
*^ ances, is sufficient to excite niercv or afford 
' ' protection. The only crime, which thte wretch- 
*' ed objects of this ruthless persecution are 
** Charged with, is a crime indeed of easy prooT: 
" It is simpltj tL profession of the Roman Catkotic. 
^^ faith J 6r an intimate connection with a pierton 
" professing that faith. A lawless banditti have 
*' constituted themselves judges of this n6w spe- 
'* cies of delinquency, and the sentence they 
*' have denounced is equally concise and terrlbte ! 
^* It is nothing less, than a confiscati<>n of all 
** property, and an immediate banishment. It 
** WdtrM be extremely painful, and surely unneces- 
" sary -to detail the horrors, that attend the exe- 
*^ ciition of so i*iide and tremendous a prosdrip- 
" tion. A proscription, that certainly exceeds, in 
" the comparative number of those it consigns 
" to ruin and misery, every example, that ah- 
" cient and modern history can supply : for 
" where have we heard, or in what story of hti- 
** rhan cruelties have we read of more thto hialf 
" the inhabitants of a populous country deprived" 
'' (it one bio vv of the means, as well as of the fruits 
*^ of their industry, and driven, m the mMst of 
'/ ^n inclement season, to seek a shelter for theln- 
" 'sfel^^ tirid their hefpHess families, wiiere chance 
" ^ttitty ^idetheih^. This is iio exaggerated piq- 
" tUre of the hoitid i^ccnes now atting in this 

** country. 
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"' country. Yet surely it is sufficient to awaken 
^^ sentiments of indignation and compassion in 
** the coldest bosoms. These horrors are now 
^^ acting with impunity. The spirTi^ of impartial 
''justice (without which law is nothing better 
'* than an instnunent of tyranny) has for a time 
^' disappeared in the county « and the supineness 
^^ of the magistracy of Armagh is become a 
*' common topic of conversation in every corner 
'^ of the kingdom." His Lordship most evi- 
dently addressed the Armagh magistracy, under 
a conscious sense of their feelings and conduct 
being then pre-pccupied by a power and in- 
fluence different from, and superior to his own. 
What else could have induced hini to add, 
** conscious of my sincerity in this public de- 
<^ daration, which I do not make unadvisedly, 
<< but a£ the result of mature deliberation, I defy 
^* the paltry insinuations, tliat m|[dice or party spi- 
^^ rit may suggest. I know my own heart, and I 
^^ should despise myself, if, under ^uiy intimida- 
^' tion, I could close my eyes against such scenes, 
'^ as present tiiemsalves on every side, or my ears 
^^ against the compIain|ts of a persecuted people.*' 

Such marked reprobation of the conduct ofHowLd. 
febe <irangemen from a nobleman of the respected ^^^u 
character au4 peculiar ^tuation of the ]aje Lord ed gorer- 
.0p^fflr4, is »p pjyect.pf int^er^pg pl^sfyq^on. Ai^h. 
jla :the puiwww oi 1791, whilst ihe political Hi* up: 

F 2 power JJf.^* ****' 
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power of Ireland was left in the hands of ^Iie 
monopolizing managers of Lord Westmoreland's 
administration, they took deep offence at the 
Earl of Chariemont's partiality for the Protestant 
dissenters, and in order to thwart or disgust that 
noble Earl, they appointed Lord Gosford joint 
governor with him of the County of Armagh. 
Lord Chariemont's ancestors had, from the reign 
of Elizabeth, uninterruptedly enjoyed the go- 
vernment of that county. Considering this joint 
appointment of a co-governor as an insult and 
an offence, his Lordship resigned. Lord Gosford 
was, of course,^ considered a government man : 
but his honour and integrity were unassailable. 
His manly opposition to the wicked and danger- 
ous system, which he well knew to be fostered 
•by the ruling power of the state, gave heinous 
offence at the Castle, which several of their un- 
derlings and dependants scrupled not openly to 
express. In the debate upon the Attorney Ge- 
lieral's resohitions, Mr. Archdall, an habitual 
supporter of government, boasted of his habits of 
intimacy with Lord Gosford, and scrupled not 
tp denounce his Lordship's address most incau- 
tious, and such as on reflection he would not 
approve of.* He recomniended therefore the 

conduct 

^ About eight years after this address had bef n made, the 
author had the honor of a yery long conrersatioQ upon 
i^e subject with the late L(Ai| Gpsfcwd, in which his Lordship 

very 
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conduct of that nobleman, rather than his publi- 
cation, as an object of imitation. In the course of 
the same year, as Mr. Coile was urging the At- 
torney General to redress his sufferings, he refer- 
red to Lord Gosford's address, in order to prove 
the injustice, which had prevailed in the country ; 
when he was rebuked by that law officer, who 
warmly panegyrized the govemmept for their con- 
duct in Armagh, and severely censured the noble 
Viscount for having made himself much too busy, 
(he was Lord Lieutenant and principal conserva- 
tor of the peace of the county. ) Mr. Cooke also, 
in several conferences with Mr. Coile, presumed, 
in the like official tone of the Castle, to arraign 
that respected nobleman's conduct as extra-offi- 
cious and unwarrantable. 

At that time the spirit of the government was Lcgisia- 
plainly read in the acts of the legislature. The ^"»^« *^^ 
historian cannot, however, safely extract from ^^yg ao- 
them evidence of the facts, upon which they are *b«otic 
supposed to have been engrafted.* The Attorney ^ histo- 
General brought forward his four resolutions, and ^* 
the two bills founded upon them, as the mouth 
piece of the government : and lest there should 

go 

explicitly confirmed all the sentiments expressed in that ad- 
dress ; but added, that he probably should have done better by 
making it much stronger ; and that Mr. Archdall was unaa- 
ihorized to make that representation to the Commons. 

^ At Law, facts recited in an act of parliament prove them- 
selves. 
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go down to posterity any authentic trace of tlie 
outrages of their protected exterminators, he 
cautiously kept out of the resolutions, and out 
of the acts, the very name of the County of 
Armagh,* though at that time labouring under 
inore turbulence and outrage, than any other part 
of Ireland. These resolutions and bills were ex- 
pressly introduced for the purpose of giving ex- 
traordinary powers to the magistrate to put down 
extraordinary turbulency in the country; yet 
wouid.it be impossible for the future historian to 
collect from the record ^f those acts of parlia- 
9ient, the slightest evidence of the county of 
Armagh having been at that time disturbed by 
an extenninating banditti, who drove the whole 
Catholic population of the county from their 
homes, merely because they professed the Roman 
Catholic Religion, 

The de- .. The debate in the House of Conmions upon 
pg^;^. tlie passing of those bills is the chief historical 

ment Ae SOUrce 

only his- 
torical • i9otwHhstanding this srtudied caution to keep the name 
^Y^^ ^ .^f Armagh, and any specific refefiMiofe to 4hose Protestant 
tion. outrages out of ihe acla, yet it iseridentj tbti as far as the 
igdemnity of the magistrates went, the legislators had their 
eyes anxiously rivetted to the whole persecution of Armagh, 
up to that hour. They meant not to leave the Ann^gb ma- 
gistracy uncovered, even for a mojoient. The iodemoity 
was made tp operate inclusively from the Istday of July, 179^, 
that notorious day, on which Mr. Man^ll so succe^fifplly 
opeojed his eitrap.rdiuary mission at Portadoivn. 
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source of information for the truth of the Ar- 
magh persecution. The suppression of the very 
nature of the Orange delinquency by the Attor- 
ney General, spoke a language too cle^^r to be 
misunderstood by any man of impartiality. The 
protecting tenderness for this Prsetorian guard 
of the Protestant ascendancy went to complete 
impunity. Mr. George Ponsonby, in urging the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Grattan, said, that 
** the enormities, ^sdiich the governor of that 
county had declared, exceeded any, that ever 
disgraced any country, were such as the ex- 
isting laws were not calculated fully to reach : 
they were of that kind, that a fair and im- 
partial Governnrent should be glad to catch 
at every opportunity to prevent. If Admi- 
nistration were sincere in wishing to protect 
*' the unfortunate sufferer in that countv, as 
** they were to punish offenders in other paiti^^ 
*' thev would not hesitate for one moment to 
** adopt the amendment." 

That amendment was to make it obligatory (not Nature of 
leaving it optional, as the bill did) on the county P'^^PJ^^^ 
to pay the countryman, whether labourer ormanu- meat to 
facturer, full compensation* for his damages and ^^^^^^q^^^ 
losses to his person, family, or dwefliug, suffered neral's 
in consequence of violent mobs. Mr. Grattan ' 
observed, that if the compensation were left op- 
tional to the grand jury, nothing would be <loDe. 

Tjiat 
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That the grand jury would readily present for ' 
damages suffered by magistrates or witnesses; 
but they probably would not, in the county of 
Armagh particularly, give any adequate, or in- 
deed any satisfaction for the losses sustained by 
the Catholic weaver or peasant ; and therefore 
it was not enough, that grand juries should have 
tlie power ; it was indispensable to impose the 
obligation. Governmeut trifled with the north- 
ern weaver, when it sent him for satisfaction to 
a grand jury composed of those very magistrates, 
whose supineness or partiality or bigotry had 
been the cause of his losses and his emigration. 
The bill, as framed, contained no remedy for 
such a case. In the different preambles the 
grievance was not set forth : in the various pro- 
visions no remedy was comprehended. The bill 
proposed to give extra powers to magistrates ; 
this might be very eifectual, as to certain parts 
of the country : but what was the grievance of 
Armagh ? That the magistrates had not used 
the ordinary powers, and in some cases had 
abused those powers in such a manner, that the 
subject had not been protected, and the rioter 
had been encouraged. Without such an obli- 
gatory clause the bill was not faithful to its own 
principle. Unless amended, it would be a bill 
of partial coercion and partial redress: it pu* 
nished (as it stood) disturlmnce in one part of 
the kingdom: it compromised disturbances in 

another ; 
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another; it protected the magistrates, and left 
exposed the poor of tlie North, JA says, jlf you 
fldurder a Magistrate, you shall pay his represen- 
tatives : but if you driv^ away whole droves of 
weavers. in Armagh, you shall pay nothing, ex- 
cept those persons please, by whose fault they 
have been driven away,: and scattered over the 
laee of the earth. Without such amendment 
the bill would give no redress to the sufferers in 
Armagh. It was contended by ministers, that 
the existing law sufficed to repress the disturbs 
ances in Armagh. It certainly did to a certain 
extent punish the offences committed there : it 
e<)ually punislied the oi&nces committed else- 
where^ But it was unfounded to say, that the 
existing law punished those offences in such a 
summary manner,] as was necessary to restrain 
them in Armagh. The bill did oot look at their 
case. 

In debating the Insurrection Bill,* Sir Lau* Outrage- 
rence Parsons grievously lamented the discon- j"*^^"* 
tent, which it must necessarily create in the Orange 
county of Armagh, by enabling the Magistrate ^*S": 
to send out of die kingdom any man he might Armagh, 
think guilty, ** In that county it had been fre- 
" quently proved on oath, that several Magis- 
" trates refused to take the examinations of the 
• o " injured 

• Vid. Parliamentary Debates of these times. 
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trates, thef^Ufffd been most orttdly persecuted t 
^^ others would ^ear them ODly*out of ^the wi% 
*^ doA^y and some actually turned them from 'the 
'^ doors *wit^ threats. If such men wtre to be 
^' <eh trusted with a powar of tranaixMrtkig men 
^* kt pleasure, ^hat ^pas there to be esQpected, 
*^ but the most 'gross and flagrant violaition •of 
'' justice.'* In the same debate, Golondl (now 
General) 'Cradd6ck assured the House, that he 
had 'lately ibeen sent id own to that ^part of tbe^ 
country with.ihe 'most f decided. instructions from 
Governuient to act with equal* justice to all 
offenders. He -had been assisted by General 
Nugent, and such \^ras the nature iif the ^is^^ 
turbance, that s(fDer)repeated' consideration, they 
, could ^ee>no>po8sible M^ay, in which the troops 
could -be ^employed ; he therefore cecommended 
his recall in letters to Government, as he thought 
he could be of no use. He admitted, that the 
conduct of the^Protestants, called Peep ^ Daj^ 
JSojr^ (then calling themselves Orangemen), ia 
the county of Armagh, -was at that time most 
atrocious, and that their barbarous rpractice^k 
must certainly^ be put down. • 

With 

* Th'is marked redundancy in the orders of Government 
bespeaks doubt, consciousness, or charge that equal and im- 
partial jostice had npt been preriously administered kk those 
parts. The order would otherwise haye been an instult to U^ 
officer, who received it. 



4S 

With this evideoee before their eyes, theinsur^n- 
jHk>me of Conmonft passed the bii|p; without the j^^^^^. 
ameftdmeat, which was proposed for the sole ty Bills 
purpo.se of meetmg^ tlie case of the Orange in-^ pawed. 
^urgency in Annagh; and without any proiri^ 
sion of remedy, or even reference to that evil ; 
9Qd with discretionary pmrers^ of transportation 
ve9t^ in thpse very Magistrates, whom the go- 
x^m^X of the CQunty had charged to their faces 
with having permitted unprecedented horrors to 
be CQinmilted with impunity, and made th^jr 
own supinenens the common topio of convevsai^ 
tioQ in every corner of the kingdom. Thus the 
unparalelled cmtnges of tlie Orangemen within 
tbf firat three months of their institution are his- 
toricaliy verified : and the record of Bailiament 
proves the sympathetic tenderness of Govern* 
ment ip screening tliem from the operation of 
I4WS, which the Attorney Genera), on the S8th 
pf January, I796, in his place in the Commons 
avowed, w^s (however reluctant to bis feelings) 
a Ho94y penal code. 

The $es$ton of that Parliament, in which the Partiali- 
bills for plotting Sown insurgency and indemni- ^^ ^^^ ^ 
Tying the Magistrates, who had exceeded the men and 
l^w ii> their endeavours to keep the peace were ^^pj^"" 
passed, closed on the 15th of April, 179^9 when 
his Excellency warmly commended the vigorous 
measures they had adopted* for the suppression 

G 2 -of 
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of insunection and outrage, and the wise pro- 
visions they<h|id roade for preventing the extemM 
sion of similar 6ffences. The popular feeliig 
out of Parliament was not regulated by that of 
the majority within it. Amaze and indignation 
were general, that the crimes of the Defenders, 
then on the wane, sfamild be visited, with that 
new and unheard of severity, whilst the atrocities 
of the Orangemen, then raging with encreas-' 
ing fury, were so tenderly protected from its 
rigor. This impression upon the public minil 
was faithfully represented by Mr. Grattan in the 
House of Commons, when that n^ bloody cade^ 
as the Attorney General called it, was debated.^ 
It bad been said by the mover of the resolu- 
tions, that of the Defenders multitudes had 
^^ been hanged, multitudes had been put to 
^ death, on the field, and though suppressed, 
** they were not extinguished. But with regard 
*^ to the outrages of the Orange Boys, he would 
<^ make no such boast. On the contrary, they 
had met with impunity, and success and tri- 
umph. They had triumphed over the law, 
they had triumphed over the Magistrates, and 
they had triumphed over tHfe people. There 
persecution, rebellion, inquisition, murder, 
robbery, devastation and extermination had 
been entirely victorious." 

' So 

* Parliamentary Debates, ubi supra. 
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So much had been said in Parliament uncon- Mdrea* 
tradicted about die outrageous persecution of q^^^^j 
Armagh, and so generally did the public believe, Jury of 
as the fact was, that about 7000 Catholics had gj^j^^. 
beeii exterminated by the Orange faction, which latory. 
ivas certainly in most instances unchecked by th$ j^ 
Magistrates, and claimed in all to be supported 
by Government, that their sympathizing'protec- 
tioia found it prudent to attempt to soften the 
public indignation, and send forth some public 
document to counteract the effects of Lord Gos- 
ford's address to the magistracy of that county. 
At the Lent Assizes, the Sheriff, Governor, and 
Grand Jury of the county of Arma£;h, publishl^d 
an address to the Lord Lieutenant, and two re«> 
solutions of a peculiar nature. They thanked 
his Excellency for his readiness to afford military ^ 

aid on occasion of the disturbances, that in 
some places had unfortunately prevailed. They 
then regretted the later disturbances ; and as the ^ ' 
Grand Jury of the county had always discharged 
their duty with rigorous and imparfidt justice, 
so they would continue their exertions to punisb 
offenders of every denomination, and would la- 
ment the necessity of adopting tlie rigor of th^ 
Acts of tlie late Session of Parliament. Tlieir 
first resolution was to thank the Sheriff* for his 
very proper conduct : the second to thank the ' 
Attorney General for his very able speech : for 
the candor and unwearied exevtigns, \vith whicli 

iie 
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he conducted the prosecutions, and his readiness 
to communicate on every ^casion with the 
grand jury. No thanks were voted to the go- 
vernor, nor did the address specify or refer to any 
one of the appropriate outrages of the County of 
Annagh, religious dissensions, conflagrations, 
*' papering, racking, devastation, depopulation or 
' extermination. Their assurances to his Excel- 
leticy, that they would, in future, exercise im* 
, partial justice upon offenders of every denomina- 
Jtion, was rather -unseasonable, when tliey had 
actually then exterminated the whole Catholic 
population of the county. The flimsy delusion 
of this self adulatory address was seen through 
aiid contemnied. 

Govern- A System * of sworn secrecy and state mystery 
^ds the ^^ ^^^ *^ ^^ developed by piecemeal, from ac- 
•range- Cumulative 

men use- 

fcl. * Tb^ mischief of a system may be niiistcated by hypo- 

thesis » as strongly as by facts. Be it then supposed (against 
the fact) |bat a. cabioet secret had transpired through cabinet 
oatbs of secrecy. Credit might then be given to current re- 
ports, which now matt be disbelieved, because they could not 
have been divulged^ that Lord Camden had been advised in 
council to ensure the tranquillization of Ireland by one of 
three, measures. 1st. By granting complete emancipation to 
the Catholics. 2dly. By re-enacting the old penal laws. 3dly« 
By exterminating them from the face of the country. That 
his Excellency was by his instructions compelled to reject the 
first : that he personally loathed the second : that be revolted 
•t the th'urd, as an impossibility. Mot so : said the most ac- 
tive 
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cumtilatrve circumstances, that lead to a conclu- 
sion of mora! cerlittnty The society of Orange- 
men 

tive member of that cabLoet I ett^age to famish 30,000 
men armed and eager to atcbieve the^ork. Was it for mci^ 
a purpose that Orangemen were found so eminently usefol 7 
If their cosdoct entitled them to so much merit at the end of 
th« first siK months, to what pretensions wiQ not thA tnbse- 
qaeH merits of full lourt^n years give claim ? Whoever 
looks at their conduct through all that intermediate space of 
time will -trace an identity of spirit and action at the open- 
ing and closing of the period. Mr. Curran hais appropriate** 
1y said, (Speech in Hevejf v. Sirr) '* When you endeavour 
" to convey an idea of a great number of barbarians prao* 
*' ttsing a great variety of cruelties upon an incalculable 
*' multitude of sufferers, nothing defined or^cific finds iti 
*' way to the heart, nor is any sentiment excited, save that 
*' of a general erratic unappropriated commiseration." In 
1795 there lived in the county of Armagh a Mr. Janies 'Ver- 
ner, h^y profession an attorney, by trade a magistrate, and 
by commission a parliament-man, nominated by Lord North* 
land for the borough of Dungannon, He then was, as he 
still continues lo be prominently eonspicuous for dfipressing 
and persecuting the Catholics. His uncle, who was also an 
attorney, had by professional and other mfans realized a 
very considerable hmded estate in those parts, which he hed 
devised to a younger son of Mr. James Verncr, then an in- 
fant. Amongst other exploits of this purple Oruogenun, he 
eyisfrerated the estate of his own soq, by ruiqing an(] extej-- 
iqinating ninety six Catholic families, who were tenants #poa 
it. Mr. James Verner's corps of yeomanry di^tplayed-their 
s^eal and prowess on their way to church on a'Suac|^y, by fir- 
ing amongst a con^npcgalion of Catholics, whilst attending thp 
rjlcs of their own religion, wounding several, and some mor- 

1 tally. 
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men had not subsisted six full months, when the 
Attorney General's bloody penifl code was under 
discussion. They were ' then unknown out of 
Armagh, aod Wfere known in it only by their 
deeds of blood, waste and extermination. There, 
however, a leading magistrate of that county, 
from the ministerial side of the house, roundly 
affirmed, that the conduct of the Orangemen 
had been eminently useful. The assertion -was 
neither contradicted nor qualified from the trea^ 
fiury bench. They were thenceforth taken into 

-the 

Ully« and on their return from ohurch on the same day> raz- 
ing to the ground the Catholic chapel^ which had been only 
foar years erecftd within a quarter of a mile of the parish 
church of Tartaraban. The demolition was performed in 
the presence of Mr. Obery the magistrate, whose two son^ 
were actively employed in it, and converted the principal 
timber into looms for their own use. These two young 
Messrs. Obery were in the habits of selling written protec* 
tiuns to inch Catholics, as could pay weekly prices for them ; 
and afler their cash was exhausted, they took the price of 
their protections in yam. Upon the failure of that, they 
witliheld them, Itod left the impoverished weavers to the ge- 
neral fate of their exterminated brethren. In 1S06, Coa- 
stantine O'Neil, a Catholic hatter, was burnt out of bis house 
and shot at by a set of Orangemen, headed, as he charged, 
by two of the young Messrs. Verner, and under the protec* 
.lion of Mr. James Verner. The clerk of the assistant bar^ 
rister, before whom O'Neil bad been advised by a magistrate 
* of a neighbouring county to lay his depositions, turned him 
out of doors with threats, for applying \0\im to take exami«- 
nations against his particular fritnds Messrs. Verner. (See 
Wilson^s Correspondence, 5th Edit p. 14, and throughout.} 
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the pupillary embraces of Govemmenty and ac- 
quired influence, strength and permanency. 
Could a more dangerous engine fall into the 
hands of bad ministers ? 

The grand policy of government was then, as Bad ef- 
it still is, to resist the Catholic claims, and de- g^^^^ern- 
press the ftiends of parliamentary reform. It was mem'g 
fearfulfy alanned at the extension of a spirit of ^M^the^" 
liberality and unioQ^niongst Irishmen of different Orange- 
religious persuasions. With a view to counter- 
act the effects of such Union, recourse was 
had to the old and fatal principle of divisicm, 
for which no fitter instruments could be found, 
thsui a society of merciless fanatics excluding the 
bulk of ithe population of their country as ene*- 
lilies, thirsting for their blbod^ and sworn to ex- 
tefininate them, as far as in them lay. Would 
it be^a rash, though harsh conclusion, that f]x>m 
complacency in the- outrages of the Armagh 
persecution,, government toc^ to their embraces 
the associated perpetrators of its horrors? Cer- 
tainly, upon the actual exemtiination of ^e Ca« 
tholic population from part of that county,^ go« 

H verumeud 

* Whers firiaebood and miireplreaeiitatioii ave rcMm<>'to' 
by governmenti tba practiee caanoi be too brofeidtty expOMd;' 
Wiae policy neter IcMkiif oii> unt^tb. It ba^ been ibm 
art of tbose, wbo atimulatad. and foitprad tba Armagb p4rM<- ' 

cutioB 
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vernment anxiously propagated them throughout 
the realm, and promoted the formation of new 
lodges with its power and influence. Is it in 
nature, to lay this eager adoption of the Orange- 
men to any. other views, than those of enlarging 
the field of action for keeping up division in the 
people, inflaming religious discord, and turning 
the public mind from the pursuit of constitution- 
al objects ? Had not this been the result of their 
conduct in Armagh ? These wicked projects in 
great part defeated their ow% ends, by encourag- 
ing and extending the cause of internal Union. 
It was avowed by the three chiefs * of the 
United Irislunen, at a time and under circum- 
stances, which precluded the temptation to de- 
ceive, that, " to the Armagh persecution was 
** the union of Irishmen most exceedingly in- 
^* debted." They give the reason in detail, and 

then 

cutions, to reduce the numbers of the victims far below the 
reality. A list #f them was made out by the late Mr. Stuart 
of Acton> aud the B«v. 'Mr. Sluart of Armagh. The total 
of the exterminated individuals exceeded 7000. That black 
monument of Orange atrocity ought to be found in the Castle 
of Dublin. The^person^ who delivered it to Mr. G>oke, to 
Be deposited there, assured the author, that he well knew 
the cpuntry so depopulated, which covered an extent of 
thirteen miles by eleven, had examined the list, and had 
every reason to give full credit to its accuracy. 
. * Messrs. O'Connor^ Emmett, and M'Nevin — their me- 
moiiv.. > • / 
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then add: " We solemnly aver, that Avh^never 
'^ the Orange system was introduced, particular^ 
** ly in Catholic counties, it was uniformly ob- 
** served, that the numbers of United Irishmen 
** increased' most astonishingly. The alarm> 
" which an Orange lodge excited amongst the 
** Catholics, made them look for refuge, by 
" joining together in the United system : and as 
*' their number was always greater, than that of 
" bigotted Protestants, our harvest was tenfold. 
\t the same tiiKii||bat we mention this circum- 
* stance, we must confess, and most deeply re- 
gret, that it excited a mutual acrimony, and 
** vindictive spirit, which was peculiarly oppo- 
*^ site to the interest, and abhwrent to the feel- 
" ings of the United Irishmen." 

The great encrease of the Orange Institution Original 
took place in the year 1796. Since that time^^^*S»; 

, tionof 

it has been invariably countenanced by govern- Orange- 
ment. Fitting then it js, that the Orangemen 
should be made known by their fruits.* Secrecy 

H 2 ha^ 

* It may not be here iinproper to notice^ that this intro- 
ductory disquisition is not intended to be a regular history of 
the Orange 'societies, since tbeii-f institution up to the present 
hour : but its object is to prove, that these unconstitutional, 
and most dangerous societies have* from their cradle, been 
used as the mischievous engines for thwarting the wishes, and 
counteracting the peace and prosperity of Ireland : and con- 
sequently* that their existence is incompatible with the se- 
curity 



men- 
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has ever been the soul of Oran^iun. And con- 
iriderin^ the nature of the obligation^ which it 

appears 

curity and inregrity pf the British empire. It woald be irre«- 
g^lar yn this iotroduction to anticipate the detail of what will 
ftmn a part of the hiitory wc ha^ve in hand* In orders how* ^ 

•ter, lo keep the reader*f mirid alive and attentive, to the si* 
9ii|ari(y| pr rather identity of the latter and first fmite of ( 

0rap|;ii»in, we generally refer tp# withwl detailing tbr eactra- 
(^ipary facts ^iitained in 31r. Wilson's Cprrespomience and 
NarraiiTe, published in 1800 and 1808, by Mr. King, of 
Westmoreland street, Dublin, the former of which has gone 
thfMsgb five editions, and the latter Mb. Be it not forgotten, 
th^l t^is geotl^tnan is a. Wotestant, that he has been a mem- 
\^j of tbip British Pairliaineot, ^asan ipiimate friffid pi Lord 
£ldon, has faipily conn^q^jop^ wiUi the JOuke of Evrlwond* 
ax|d was a magistrate for the <;ounty of Tyrone. They terri- 
bly verify affy' and piore than was said by Lord Gosford, Mr« 
Grattan, Mr. Curiran, and other patriotic wilnesses lo truth 
in their country's cause. It it impossible to read them 
y|tt.bM4l fK ^te^Pg b^art foi; tl^ peraonal. snffimngs of the 
wr^i withptit sympathy for t)ie poor outlawed 9I>4 petse- 
outed Catholic^ without iq^igiiSKtion at. the tyranpioal i|sui|)^ 
ation of the Qrangemen, and without disdainful horror of 
their abfiter^. They denionstrate the fostering sympathies of 
goivernmeat ifithtbe OrangeaieD, and the most abandoned 
co-operation of the arm of {M>^r in feats of outrage. Mr. 
Wilson has been inunolated for resitting Orange barbarity : 
but.the sQckkiog woold see, that he has sfiokeo nelbing but 
the trntb. Had be slipt into ibe shallowest rut of fahily, 
the arm of legal rigour woukt long since have reached' the 
m^9 who had publicly dared to charge government with 
^Pipv^pOy three chancellors with dtssimulatfon and^ in- 
j Ullage, a peer with fokehood, nine out of $en brother ma* 
gi:iurate< with oorruption and tyraqoy, and Orange juries wbA 
u Juieii^i with luaikioi^ and babitual JMiJnry. Magna m wrk 
tas 4f pxccvalebit. 
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lippears from strong evidence, the original 
Orangemen first entered into, no wonder they 
enveloped t^ieir mysteries in darkness, and often 
prevented disclosure by blood. The frequency 
and combination of systematic circumstances at 
distant times an^ places, give strength to conjec- 
ture and report. This species of circumstantial 
and combined evidence is however offered only 
as auxiliary to that, which it is the duty of 
the historian to submit, and leaye to the judg- 
ment of his reader.* It has been asserted by 

well 

' ^ In matters acrimoniously contested by adverse parties> 
tbe bare assertion of either party will not settle the point at i»-> 
sue. But there are circumstances, under which the conces- 
sions of one party> rather bearing against than in favour of 
the 90Di:eding party, approach nearly to conclusion. Messrs. 
O'Connor, Emmet and M'Nevin declare in their memoir, in 
disclosing the purport of the most important meetmg of 
the Irish union, at the middle of the year 1796, that 
" they considered themselves bound to eive an account 
" of it with the utmost franknes.% and mere than ordinary 
•' precision.*' The foNowing part of their report is too inte- 
resting to be suppressed; " The provocation of the year 
" 1794, the recall of Lord Fitzwilliaim, and the reassnmp- 
" ttoit of coercive measures thai foHowed it, werre strongly 
" dwelted on. The county of Armagh had been long deso- 
lated by contending fiK^tions, agreeing only in one thing: 
an opinion, that most of the active magistrates in tfattt • 
country treated one party with the most festering kindness^ 
'< and the other with the- most rigorous persecution. It was 
stated, that' sa marked a partiality exasperated the suffer- 
ers and tho8e> who s^tnpathiased in- their mbfortoaes. It 

W8» 
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well informed (though anonymous) authors, that 
the original obligation, or oath of Orangemen 
was. to the following effect : /, A. B. do siveavy 
that I will be true to king and govermnent ; and 
that I icill exterminate the Catholics of Ireland^ 
as far as in m\f poioer lies. The frequency and 
earnestness, yvith which the latter part of the oath 
has been acted upon by Orangemen, has render- 
ed the charge of taking it too credible. It has, 
however, been denied and disclaimed by several 
individuals of the Orange paity* Unless Lord 
Clare and the Secret Committee, which acted 
under his direction had either distinctly known, 
or had good grounds for believing, that the oath • 
of extermination had been usually taken by the 
Orangemen, they would have hardly questioned 
Mr. O'Connor in 1798, whether government had 
anything to do with their oath of extermination ? . 

Had 

" was urged with indignation, that notwithstanding the 
greatness of the military establishment in Ireland, and 
iis ha?ing been able to suppress the Defenders in various 
** counties, it was not able, or was uot employed to suppress 
*' those outrages in that county, which drove 7000 persons 
'< from their native dwellings. The magistrates, who took 
^ no steps against the Orangemen, were said to have over- 
** leaped the boundaries of the law to pursue and punish the 
'* Defenders. The Grovernment seemed to take upon them- 
<< selves these injuries by the indemnity act, and even ho- 
" noured the violator : and by the insurrection act, which 
" enabled the same magistrates if they chose, under colour 
'^ of law, to act anew the same abominations.'^ 
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Had that Committee doubted of the fact, they 
would have asked Mr. O'Comior, whether the 
Orangemen had ever administered such an oath ? 
The more so, as it could not have been unknown 
to the Committee, that Mr. O'Connor had in 
the preceding year either written, or received the 
credit of writing a pamphlet entitled The present 
state of Irelandy in which that form of the Orange 
oath of extermination was given as authentic* 

The Orangemen had clone their work in Ar- InefficU 
niagh too much to the satisfaction of their rulei^s j"*' J^*^^] 
to be disbanded, reduced, or put upon half-pay. magh. 
Some sort of varnish was to be laid over tlic 
atrocity of their deeds, and an Act of Parlia- 
ment was passed for the relief of the injured 
Catholics of Armjagh. As it left the redress to ^ 
the discretion of the Grand Jury, composed 
chiefly of the very magistrates^ who had in- 
jured them, it gave, as was to be expected, but 
little satisfaction to the country. Division and 

exter- 

* Some time after this period Mr. Greer, who had beea 
Gonvictedf and suffered six months imprisonment for corrup- 
tion and perjury in his office as Justice of the Peace in favour- 
ing the Orangemen against the Catholics, was the acting Se- 
cretary of the Grand Jury at the Anpagh assizes. On that 
occasion be told one Blacker a principal sufierer, who applied 
^ to him to have his petition sent up, that he was too much con- 
qeoted with Belfast to have aay thing done for him. Blacker 
obtained n« redress. . 
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extermination were objects too near the hearts 
of the protecting friends of the Orangemen,, not 
to retain them in their service, as long as they 
kept those objects in view. As the Orangemen 
moved out of Armagh, they not only carried 
with them their native spirit, which had been so 
powerfully destructive in the county, that gave 
it birth, but they were every wliere preceded by 
a glowing pillar of encouragement and remune- 
ration* Objects of their persecution encreased^ 
as they extended their progress : and the. chief 
difficulty of their task- masters has ever since 
been, to check their lust for outrage, lest it 
might force into action the physical power of 
their enemies, and invert the system of ex ter^ 
mination. 

4 

Firmness Mr. Coile has been already spoken of, as.thQ 
^j!^^: only Catholic of Armagh, who had the firmuesa 
demand- to resist and make a stand at law against the des^ 
ing re- perate depredations of the banditti* He did it 

dress, and * "^ 

bringing with intrepidity and perseverance, in defiance of 
the fo^^ conspiracies, perjujy, and. the dagger of the as- 
of the sassin, To him iS; it.. Qwingi that the secret 
otngl- o** or Obligation of the Orangemen came to 
men. light When he had providentially escaped se- 
veral attempts, upon his life in Armagh, he set- 
tled himself in Dublin^ where be.preseuted ape^- 
tition,: isetting forth all his sufferings to the Lord 
Lieutenant. His Excellency referred it to Mh' 

Pelham 
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Pclham (now Earl of Chioliester), \u& Sjsccetaiy : 
aiid he referred it to Mr. Cooke, an Under- Se- 
cretar}% who was generally the ostepaibte or^i^ 
of the ruling men in power, through which iHe 
operations of tlieOrangemen were generally direct- 
ed and managed. He was, in the current phrase, 

a faithful servant of the Castlef. Mr. Cqite was 

I admitted 

f This Mr. -Cooke is no Iridimiin, thbtigfa niucli contided 
in at that tibe by Mr. Iteresfbi-d i^nd Mr. Foster, and nsied bjf 
Lord Clare as a 8ervicea))le tool for all hb projects, fit Vraii 
the writer or .procurer of many anonyipons pamphltciy which 
it was the policy of the party to publish from time to Ume, to 
promote either internal division or external janion. The con- 
Jidedce* lucrative situations, and active einjiloyment oF^Ius 
gentleman^, under the abettors of that party ap to the present 
hour, are the historical pio<>fii pf their siense of his utiKty unM 
merit. The sense, which other persons of high respectability 
entertained of them was rather different, Whetv. Lord Fits* 
Widiahi tonimenced bis shbit administration in Ireland, he was 
about to remove Mr. Beresford from office ; of which measure, 
so fatal to the triumvirate, he gives the following account in his 
letter to Lord Carlisle. " On p^y ftrriVat here; 1 found all 
<* those apprehensions of bis dang^ons power, whldi l\rlr. 
*f Pitt admits I had oflen rejpresentcil to him, were fu'lYy ju^ti* 
fied ; when he was filling a situAtion greater, thani that of 
the Lord Lieuteoaat ; and when I clciarly saw, thait if I hiA 
*' conne<^ted myself withhim, it wcnildhave been conneciing 
«« myself With a perabn under aniversaf h^vy idspictons; mi 
subjecting my governiaeut to all the bpprobrluin arid un* 
popularity, attendant upon his mal-adlnxinistration. Wliat 
«' was then to be my choice ; what the decision I had to 
«« form? I could not hesitate a moment. I decided at once 
" not to cloiid the dawn of my administration, by leavin;^ in 

" such 
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admitted to several interviews with Mr. Cooke, 
at some of which the Attorney General assisted. 
Mr.* Gooke affected to express astonishment and 
indignation at the information he then received 
of the Orangemen's oath of extermination. He 
was assured, that he had it in his power to' as- 
certain the fact, by examining on oath one Ber- 
nard Cush, of the. 5 th Dragoons, then quartered 
at Carlbw, who had been induced, with others,, 
to conspire against Mr. Coile's hfe: but who, 
touched with remorse, had disclosed the whole 
matter to a magistrate. He was sf nt for by Go- 
vernment, and in the presence of Mr. Cooke, 
deposed upon oath, as he had before the country 
magistrate, not only, that such was the form of 
thjfi Orangeman's oath, which was tendered to 
kiin, and which he refused to swear, but which 
fiv^ others-concerned in the conspiracy had actu- 
afly subscribed to in his presence. Mr. Cooke, 

after* 

*' such power and authority so much imputed malyer.^ation/^ 
Lord FitzwilUapi begaa his . government by removing two 
clerks from ofTice^ placed in a situation of confidence, but 
perfectly subordinate, and of no ostensibility.' Neither his 
Excellency, nor his chief Secretary, with whom they were 
in hourly intercourse, felt inclined to repose confidence in 
them. One of these was Mr. Cooke, of whom his Lordship 
thus writes to I^iOrd Carlisle. '' Mr. Cooke indeed, whose 
*' tone and 8ty4e rendered his approach .to a superior not to be 
*' ^ppwed, rejects my proposals in his favor, and thinks a 
'• rctrflin upon 12001. a year an inadequate recompence for 
<' afae tnagnitude and importante ot his services." 
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after having taken the depositions of Cush^ 
pledged himself to Mr. Coile, that Government 
would immediately have the conspirators appre-? 
hended and prosecuted, indemnify him for all 
his losses, and reward him moreover for his very 
proper conduct in the whole. of the affair. Tlie 
Conspirators were not apprehended : Mr. Coile's 
losses were not made good to him; he was not 
rewarded ; but continued to be an object of per- 
secution as much at Dublin, as he had been in • 
Armagh. When at another time he remonstra-r 
ted with Mr. Cooke upon the impropriety of 
Government having discharged Trimble, the 
notorious murderer of several Catholics in Ar- 
magh, Mr. Cooke declared, that Government 
had been grej^tly imposed upon by the magisr 
trates of Armagh ; that Trimble was then on 
board a transport off Cork, and INfr. Under- 
Secretary pledged his honor, thiat he should bp 
brought on shore and punished. It ended ia 
promise. 

It is incumbent upon us to throw all the day* Further 
light we can collect upon the mysterious secrecy ?«•<»*'» ^'f 
of Orangism. We rarely conceal what we blush ©f exter- 
not to rev*ea!. It will rest in the breast of the n>»na^>o"' 
impartial reader what weight he gives to Mr. 
O'Connor's answer to the Secret Committee of 
the Commons, on the *16th of August, 171)8, 
when the following presumptive interrogatory 

I 2 put 
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was put to him : as it is reported in Mr. O'Coo* 
txor's ftnd hrs associates Memoir.*^ 

** Committee. Government had nothing to 
" do with the Orange system, nor their cxter- 
" rtinatlon?'* 

9 

Fcstiino. ** OCdnnor. You, my Lord Castkrea^h^ 
\^/^^^^* ** froiii the stq.tion you fill, must be Sjensiblef 
lor. " that tl>e Executive of any country has it in 
'' its power to collect a vast mass of informat- 
" tion ; and yoii nmst know froni the secret r^ 
'* tuie and the zeal of the Union, that its Ex?- 
'' . cutty? Q(>QAt have the ipost minute information 
'* .of every Act of the Irish Gavernment. A^ 
*' one of the Ejcecutive, it came to my know- 
*' ledge, that considerable sums of money: werf- ' 
** expended thr.o^ughout tfaje n^tion^ in, end^-r 
*' vouring, to exteu/tl the Orange system, 9n4 
^' that the oath of ej^termination wc^ ednmUr 
iered. '^J^hen these facts are coupled^ upt 
only with general impunity, which Ixas been 
uniformly extended towards the acts of tliis 
ipfernal association, but the iparked encou- 
ragement its members have received fropi 
Government, I find it impos2^b!e to exculpate 
the Government from l^ing th^ parerft amf 
•' protector of these mwrn extirpators."" 



• .'* 
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er AVere the object of t>yr present research, to 
ascertain the rise, progress, and feats of a fac- 
tion 

^ Mem. 55, published by P. Robinson, London^ 1S02. 
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tioq or society, (ho\yever ust^ful or nii^sc^ievpm 
to the country) that existed no tnor^, niuch d^T 
tail of ^vid^nce might be spared : mu(:h ob^r? 
vation avoided; many inferences su{>pr^ssfdt 
But the Society of Oraugemen stij.1 subsists, ia 
the lustful enjoyment of its primeval spirit : it 
is rendered less objectionable by more plausible 
and atmbiguous tests^ an^d is strepgtlien^qd by 
pevf rules and regulations artfully adapted to 
fa^inate the vulgar into a blind ol)edieqce to the 
jnost sanguinary commands, f'as est S; ab hpst^ 
ifoceri — When Mr, 0*Connor was ^xa^nii^^by 
the Secret Committee, he declared, that the 
Ukiion saw with sorrow, that the cruelties practis- 
ed by the Iri$h Government had raise<^ a difa^fut 
spirit of revenge in the hearts of the people : jind . 
tj^ they saw with horror, th,at tq fitis\v^ tb^etr 
immediate views, the Iris.li C^QverqiiKnt \\^d re- 
newed thjtrir gld religious feg^ds. ** JJut," said 
he, *' those, who had mojiopolj^jed the whole 
political power of the Constitution, finding, 
that they stood in need of some of the popu* 
^^ laiioQ, and from Iheir mouofio^^ so dirtdtty 
opposite to tiie interest of all classes of the 
Irish pation, they could not hope for the sup- 
P9rt pf any (be their religioa ^h^t it wighO 
on th/p score of poUtics, excepi those jq tihe 
pay of Government. Finding how necessary 
it was to have some part of the population on 
their side, they bad recourse to the^old religi- 

** ous 
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^^ ,bus feiids, arid set an organization of Piotes- 
*•" tants, whose fanaticism would not permit 
^f^ them to see they were enlisted under the ban- 
*^ner3 of religion, to fight for political usurpa? 
" tion, which they abhorred." 

Impunity AVliatever may be asserted by the Orangemen 
andpro- 2tij tlieir abettors, of their own impartialih^ 

tection oil.: . •• ' . ... 

Orange- and of that of Government, certain it is, that 
^^' liotwithstariding, "the duration and extent of the 
outrag;es committed during the preceding 12 
' months by the Orangemen in Armagh, and the 
adjoihiiig counties, no statute proclamation or 
resolution of a public body either ' specified or 
punished their, offences : no perpetrator of the 
peculiar crimes of papering, racking and ;ex ter- 
minating hid been puni^ied : not a single Ma- 
r- gistrate hacJ been stricken out of the' commission, 

(except Mr. Grfetr, who wis* restored to it) al- 
though « numbers of them were* known to have 
"' • '' ■•■'■' connived 

V *f«' In deboling apon the liberty of the Press in tfae flouse 
o(- pomfQoos, in 1798, ,]VIr/ .Vaodeleur spoke of the Orangeo 
men* of Arniagh in this extraordinary manner : — ** He was 
" aston^ished, they should b.e still contateoahced and supported 
^' by Ministers, though the first Law Officer of the Crown 
** held their excesses, and the conduct of those Magistrates, 
^ who countenanced them so much in hatred, that he de- 
** dared, eould be have found other men of sufficient }oy- 
"- alty iu the county to fill their places^ he would have re- 
'* moved every one of tbeii; frojn the Magistracy." Will 

posterity 
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connived at and encouraged tliose (Hitrages : and 
several of tliem were rewarded with commaniis 
in the Yeomanry Corps, and otherwise favoured 
by Government. 

• • • 

It is not to be imagined, that the atrocious Orangi*) 
spirit of Orangism confined itself merely to tlie spreads ti 
county of Armafi;b. It met with too much en- the neigh 
couragement elsewhere trom persons, whose m- cou»tie». 
fluence might, as it ought, to have repressed it^ 
progress. In the adjoining counties of Tyrone, 
Antrim, and Down the Catholics were hunted 
from their dwellings, their chapels razed or 
burnt, and their property was plundiered or de- 
stroyed with impunity. Two brothers, indus- 
trious tenants of Lord. Hertford, Catholics, 
by nanre Brangan, were burnt with their ^liole 
fiimily, consisting of eight persons, and the 
house and furniture, whilst the savage Orange- 
men encircled the flames to prevent escape^ 
Lord Hertford was then in Lisburne. Instant 
investigation and exemplary rigor were threat- 
ened. No punishment ensued. It is to be la- 
mented, that the Orange system was so zea- 
lously encouraged from the pulpit. The Rev. 

S. Cupples, 

posterity qredit, that the man, who in open Senate, dared to 
avow those sentiments, was the per.ion, who restored Mr. 
Greer to the Commission of the peace, after, bi^ conTic- 
tioD > 
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of Derridghy, Were ptotrtmfeiitly zedlottii m 

ievaii- 

* Beauties of the Press. Lond. £d. 1800. 357. It is welt 
known/ that the Pros newspaper was not put down for pal^ 
BfthiAg filsehdddy Kai toe ^Mhf ihiths. 

That leiter to the fief* Miltp Johnson ftom a Fre^yte* 
rian of Castlereagh coDtwos several instances 6f the Deiv 
riaghy Orangemen outraging Presbyterians and, otSers ^or 
befriending the persecuted Cat^ttcs. Anaongst the cte* 
fltal drangeVti^ri^ bf Oi^giitn k th^ thne stbod cddst>ktt' 
oiisly forwtrH «h^ K^v. Jh. Cleltod^ Reetpr of N^<nM 
Aides. He had bech^priTittB tutor io LoM Castlereagh^, aiM 
was brought up a Rresbyteiian. Promises of promotion art 
jBaid to have worVed powerfully towards his conversion. He 
n^ver sioioKl very High iii thealogicaj l^riiihg : insbmucb iifat 
1^ prbehredt ibk ReV. i)r. Dieksoir i Diiksentitafg MiniS^ter tb writii 
for imdifae ihesU; «|kni tlrlkicUBevi^driaiiied byiAie Bbbdj^ 
of Dromdre. Be now liv4i is Armagh, and about 1804^ 
was inductjcd into the valnable living of Killevy» the tithes of 
which he had contrived to raise from 5001. to 15001. per an* 
niitft* He has ^en known at' oiie SSession ait Market-htU to 
bavb h4td abov^ K)b prbides^J^illpiifcst \iM pa^hronetd. He \i 
oonsidetM to Ksve denttibeifed iuA lightly tcl ^A soreness and 
diseoattotji which produced the Mlewing recent resolution, 
*' Wei ^^. Grand Jury o^ the county of Armagh^ assembled 
*' at Lent Assizes, 1803, see with much concern the exorbi- 
'< taut diem'a^ds lAadie by solfi^ df t^e dergy arid thefir pro'c- 
^i- Ibrs ikk certain pgirislies lA tM% doi&ntly in coH^ctrng of tithe, 
V tpthevdry great oppression of their parishioners, and tend- 
ing at this time in particular to detach the minds of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects from their loyalty and attadiment to the 
happy constitution of this country. Resolved, That our 
'^ representatives be instructed to further with their decided 
^ support, any mea^ore, that miay be brought forward in the 

*' Imperial 
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evangelbeing the new code. Deputations were 
sent from Armagh, to irioculate the new lodges 
with the genuine matter : and the eruption was 
exuberant. Besides encouraging liis Orange pa- ' 
rishioners in their oigies, this latter reverend 
gentleman attacked the house of Mr. James 
Cochran, a Scotch Presbyterian, a man of most 
respectable character and exemplary industry, at 
the unguarded hour of two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and hurried him to Carrickfergus goal, 
where he languished 12 months, without even 
the .remotest appearance of crime, merely be- 
cause he judged him a friend to the Catholics. 

. Much misrepresentation lias been industriously w^y «> 
set afloat concerning the Orangemen of the many 
North. It was the wish of tl>e party, that the ^4^ ^ ' 
Presbyterians should be considered as forward in Oraagt- 
protnotlng that institution, a^ the ProtestantJ^ 
of the Established Church. Sir Richard Mas- 
grave says, ^p. 194) ** that in the counties of 
" lermanagh, Tyrone, Derry, and Armagh, 
" there were 14,000 Yeomen, and most of them 
^* Orangemen : and much to the honour of the 
*^ Presbyterians three-fpurths of them were of 
*^ that orden In Tyrone there were about 5000 

K " Yeomen^ 

'* Imperial Parliament for modifying and placing in some 
^' more equitable mode the payment of the Atrgjf in this 
•' county." 

Signed by 23 Qf?nd Jurymen. 
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"/Yeomen, the majority of whom were Piesby- 
■ terians, and there Were about 4,200 Orangc- 

/ " men among tliem." He has greatly exagge- 
rated the proportionate number of Presbyterian 
Orangemen. It is unquestionable, that the Pres- 
byterians generally ,ablK)rred the principles of 
the Orangemen : but it is also certain, that / 
many of them were sworn into their societies. 
They were however chiefly of the lower orders, 
who depended for their sul>sistence upon their 
landlords. Several persons of great landed in- 
terest in those parts insisted upon their Protes- 
tant tenants and labourers becominor Yeomen and 
Orangemen. Such were the Marquis of Hert- 
ford^ Marquis of Al:)ercorn, Lord Northland, the 
Earl of Londonderry, Mr. Cope, Messrs. Brown- 
low and Richardson, members for the county 
of Armagh, and other possessors of great landed 
estates in Ulster. It is remarkable, that the 
parish of Carmoney, in the county of Antrim, 
near Belfast, is inhabited by above 15,000 Pres- 
byterians not immediately under such controul, 
and not an Orangeman was ever known amongst 
them. Few, if any .Presbyterians of independ- 
ence entered their societies. When the Catho- 
lics were first expelled from Armagh, many of 

. them fled for protection and support to Belfast, 
where the Presbyterians made a stock-purse, and 
by weekly allowances, in proportion to the num- 
bers of the exterminated families, supported them 

till 
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tiU they could prOcuFC work ' or settlement. 
Many of them were enabled to pass over to 
Scotland, and were encouraged to settle in the 
neighbourhood of Glasgow and Paisely. This 
\yas the beginning of that colony of Irish in that' 
part of Scotland, which at this time is com- 
puted ■ to amount nearly to 20,000. The thriv- 
ing state of the manufiictures in the west of 
Scbtland ensured constant employ to the indus- 
trious, and the oppression and persecution at 
home have caused an unceasing emigration of 
useful hands from Ireland to Scotland. 

When in the Autumn of 1796, Mr. Pelham Mr. Pel- 
had boasted in Parliament, that Government ^^^n^'s 
since the last Session had been exculpated by the the vigi- 
Maffistrates of Armagh, and that every effort 1^"^® ^^ 
was makinor there to restore that order, which ment. 
was approaching every day; Mr. Grattan not 
ineptly rephed, that the persecution had been 
complained of for years, and the application 
of the remedy was spoken of only a^ froni 
the last Session. He further added, that "the, 
" audacity of the mob arose from a confidence 
" in the connivance of Government. Under 
** an administration sent thither to defeat a Ca- 
** tholic bill, a Protestant mob very naturally 
" conceived itself a part of the State, and exer- 
" cised the power of life and death and trans- 
'* portation and murder and rape.witlir^triumph; 

K 2 " and 
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and with th6 seeming sympathy with the 
** Court religion, the Magistrates retired from 
^* tlie scene of action." As a General Electi^Mi 
was then approaching, an invitation was sent 
from the City of Armagh, (Sir Richard Mus- 
grave says,* it bdanged to the Primate) to 
Mr. Pelham and Dr. Duigenan to offer them* 
selves candidates for that City in the ensur 
ing Parliament : a circumstance, which riveted 
in the minds of the mass of the people the firmest 
conviction, that the impunity of those fanatic 
exterminators of Armagh was the immediate ef- 
fect of thdr favor af tlie source of civil aqd ec- 
clesiastical power. 

Scarcely 

• 

^ Sir Richard Musgr^ve^Ja bis Strktarcis Mpoa llie Hiito- 
r^ral Review (p. 153.) has gravely said* " Dr. Duigenan wai^ 
I believe, an avowjed friend to the Orangemenj ^ wasf 
every loyal man ii) Ireland." Par. nobileffotrum / *' Will 
any man, who knows Dr. puigenan, suppose him capable 
of suppprtiq^ or favouring a Society 9wom to oxteni^aale 
*f all the Ciahulrcs of Irela^." In the same page, that sa- 
pient panegyrist of Orangemen and of Dr. Patrick Duigenan, 
assures his readers, " that outrages were cpmniitted by the 
** lower orders of Orangemen I do not deny, but they were 
** excesses of mistaken zeal, or retaliation upon the rebel 
M party, for which, i^fier the rebellion toM put dotsn^ (riium 
^* tencatis) the perpetrators were prosecuted -by GaverniBent, 
" and. many of them were convicted and punished/^ Was 
the malign imbecility even of 3ir Richard Musgrave to be in- 
formed, that Lord Cornwallis was deputed by Mr. Pitt to 
check, as Lord Cambden had been to stimulate the ferocity of 
the Orattg^DMin^ for one and the same purpose-^ J^is^ive 
^Jman ^ 
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Scarcely had the ( Orangemen been brought Orangc- 
into organization, than they were taken into the |n€"pa'<* 
pay of Government. Ahhough the exility ofyem. 
their lirst wages did not satisfy* their expecta- "^^"** 
ttons, j^t it was an earnest of encreasing emolu* 
inent, and an unequivocal test of the highest 
approbation. Np wonder* then, that the Orange- 
men pei*sisted so long in their habits of outrage, 
ami so confidently identified themselves with 
Government. In the Spring of 17^6, a large 
number of delegates from the Orangemen met 
in the town of Armagh, and entered into several 
resolutions, which they published in print. One 
of tliem purported to be a recommendation to 
the gentlemen of fortune to open a subscription, 
clectarhig, ihu,t the iwo guineas per man allowed 

them 

^ lo the- Spring of 1790, three Orangemen voluntarily 
made oath before a magistrate of Down and Armagh, that the 
Orangemen frequently met in Committees, amongst whom 
were some Members of Parliament, who gave them money, 
and promised ihey should not suffer for any act they might 
commit, and pledged themselves, they should be provided for 
under the auspices of Government This Magistrate wrote 
to the Secretary of State, enquiring of him, how he should 
act in those critical times : that hitherto he had preserved 
peace on his large estate, but wished to know, how he should 
act in future : that if it were necessary for the preservation of 
-ihe present system for him to connive at or encourage the 
Orangemen in their depredations, he said, as a man, he knew 
bis duty : if it were not necessary, he hoped the Magistrates 
of the county at large would be made responsible; and be com- 
pelled to act against these depredators. 
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them by Government^ was not sufficient to pur- 
chase clothes and accovtronents. In the ensuing 
Autumn, Government found an opportunity of 
providing for these Orangemen in the armed 
corps of Yeomanrj^ which they then greatly 
tncouraged. The Orangemen greedily enlisted ; 
alul thus was government enabled to arm, and 
keep in pay these sworn Orangemen for all their 
original purposes,, without being open to the un- 
gracious charge of hiring and maintaining a body 
of swofrn exterminators^ 

Orange- 'pj^g eaofcr enlistment of the Oransremen in 

men ea- ° . • , • , ,- i . T • i • 

gerlytn- these corps, IS an evidential link to tnecombi-- 
ter the nation of enorraftin": Protestant ascendancy. 

Yeoman- . . ° . ^, . 

Tx corps, upon religious disunion, and Catholic depres- 
and why. gj^jj^ jj^g Catholics not being generally ad- 

^ mitted into the Yeomanry corps, resented the 
rejection as an invidious distinction, tending to 
question their loyalty and sincerity in their 
country's cause. They applied to Mr. Pelham 
for leave to raise a Catholic corps of Yeomanry : 

they were told, that they might enter into the 

^ » 

corps then raising by their Prot?estant country- 
men. The shyness and reluctance experienced 
by the few, who first. offered their services, de- 
terred others from coming forward. The seve- 
ral Yeomaniy corps (except that of the Law- 
yers) having been thus composed of the most 
active and prominent members of the Society of 

Orange- 
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Orangemen, it would be reduifdant to attempt a 
detail of the spirit and principles of their ac- 
tion. In them had Government concentrated 
tlie physical force of tlie Society of Oranj^emen : 
arid from them, as they were then constituted, 
did it look to an exuberant harvest of pliancy to 
all its various projects, from internal disunion 
to external union. In lieu of secretly hiring 
a self-constituted band of depredators, they now 
had in regular pay and command, the same in- 
struments of their designs, under the advantage 
of being arijfied, trained and disciplined, J^nd 
bearing the honorable distinction of the patriotic 
Defenders of their country. The ascendancy 
party greedily adopted the arming of that part 
of the population, on whose co-operation in 
their own views they could implicitly rely ; and 
£is determinately resisted its extension, because 
no other armed bodies could be raised without 
resorting to the great body of the people, which 
it was the system to keep unarmed and depressed. 
The persons then exercising the plenary powers 
of the State feared, lest arms put into the hands 
of others, than their owi> hirelings, should re- 
vive the spirit of the Irish Volunteers, who only 
laid down their arms, when their country had 
acquired a free constitution. After the French 
had been driven off Bantry by adverse winds, 
Sir Laurence Parsons moved an augmentation of 

tlie 
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the Yeomanry corps to 50,000* men : biit was 
strenuously opposed by Mr. Pelhani, Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, and Mr, Beresford, wlio spoke Jrom 
authority^ alleging, that it would be a most 
mischievous and dangerous measure. In fact, 
all the Orangemen capable of service, having 
enlisted in some of the Yeomany' coips, the 

party 

♦ Sir Richard Mosgrave, in his Strictures, (p. 165) says, 
, From the report of the Secret Committee of the Irish House, 
ia 17Q7> that the first estimate laid before Parliauuent for 
20,000 men, was tilled up immediately. In the course of 
^ix months, above '37,000 were arrayed, and during the re- 
bellion, the Yeomanry far excee^^led 50,000, and might ha^e 
been encreased to a much greater extent. His correctness as 
to numbers, c^mnot always be relied upon. ..In his same work» 
(p. 168) finding fault with the author of the Historic'ad Re> 
view, for having asserted, that " little reliance was t© be 
** placed on the official accounts of the killed, woonded, an4 
•* missing in the several engagements nild rencoantres," he. 
assures his readers, upon the authority of the office of the ' 
.Adjutant General, as he says, that the whole of the troops of 
the line and militia, who were kdled, or who died during the 
year 1798, amounted only to 1366 men. Ii\ these he may 
not have reckoned the Ancient Britons, whose losses alone 
would have amounted to the greater part of that dwindled re- 
turn. Certain however it is, that such anxiety was there in 
the Government to keep their losses from the knowledge of the 
public, that a reward was given of 61. to any military person, 
who should prove to his commanding officer, that a fellow- 
soldier had published or acknowledged before any <kie, wst of 
his own corp, the death of a military person killed by the 
rebels. 
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party did not chuse to put arms into the hands 
of others, who were not tied by the unconsti- 
tutional oaths of secrecy to the support of the 
Protestant ascendancy. All the atrocities there- 
fore of the. Yeomen cannot strictly be laid to 
the account of the Orange Society, as a body ; 
for. every Yedman was not an Orangeman : by 
far the greatest part and the most mischievous 
of them were so, and the fostering arm of pro» 
tection in their foulcs^t deeds, was as visible to 
the Irish people in their sufferings, as was the 
momtory hand on the wall to the Babylonian 
Monarch in his revelry. 

Little remarkable happened during the re- Orangc 
maming part of the year 179^, or the greater a^rocitiea 
part of the year 1797, that called the Society of ^j^jj^ 
Orangemen as a body into action. It would ex- 
ceed the scope of this Introduction to detail mi- 
nutely all the outrages known to have been com- 
mitted in various parts by Orangemen. Even 
Sir Richard Musgrave's audacity has not ven- 
tured to assert, they had ever beejn repressed or 
punished by Government, until after the rebellion 
had been put down, when the perpetrators were 
prosecuted by Goxernmenty and some of them 
were convicted and punished. When a single in- 
stance is submitted to the reader for illustration, 
It is not to be considered as a solitary case. TTie 
couftty of Westmeath, in the Winter of 17971 

L found 



74 

found itself in a state of greater tranquillity, 
than it had for the two preceding years. When, 
however, in the beginning of 1798, the Orange 
system was introduced with the Yeomanry, the 
case Was reversed. In the Ixigininng of May, 
1798,* a certain lieutenant of Yeomanry (after- 
wards cashiered for various peculations), au 
Orangeman, marched his corps, and surrounded 
the house of a farmer Duffy, in which his bro- 
ther, who w^as the parish Priest, also dwelt: he 
entered and ransacked the house, taking out of 
it every thing valuable, particularly a sum of 
money he found in the Priest's bureau ; and then 
set fire to it upon pretext of having discovered 
arms, by producing two poles, which farmer 
Duffy had for several years used in an eel fishery. 
This wanton act of atrocity condensed the whole 
of tlie lower orders, and worked them into a de- 
termination to seek their own revenge, as the law 
was shut, against them. A body of nearly 3000 
pf ,them entered the town of Kilbeggan, which 
contained but a small garrison. Thirty-six of 
them, by forming into a square, and keeping 
up a s^harp and well-directed fire, cleared the 
town, and dispersed the insurgents. They were 
afterwards pursued by a troop of the 7th dra- 
goons, who had entered the town after their 
repulse, and nearly 300 of them were put to the 
sword. The town had been. quiet for some 
hours, wlien six Qrangemen (privates), without 

orders, 
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orders, set off in the afternoon, and took with 
them two lads, of the name of Marshall, and 
marched them some paces from their flither's 
house up to one Grcham's, from whom they 
also brought away his two sons, who were young 
men. Then, in the presence of their respective 
parents and families, they QMlered the four to 
kneel down, and instantly murdered them in 
the most barbarous manner. The following 
day, another party of Orangemen, of the same 
description, and equally unauthorized, set out 
with a proscribed list of their own fabrication, 
according to each man's private resentment or 
humour, and calling out the wretched victims, 
shot dnd bayoneted seven persons of the town, 
amongst whom was the very man, who, at the 
risk of his life, had on the preceding day stolen 
into Kilbeggan, aqd by apprizing the small gar- 
rison of the intended attack, had been the sa- 
viour of them all. * 

L2 The 

• The times were then' too turbulent to attempt legal re- 
dress. Yet, in the Spring of the next year, 1799, an ho- 
norable Baronet, who had himself witnessed these atrocious 
deeds of bloody supported Marshall in a prosecution for the 
loss of his two sons. The informations and bills of indict- 
ment were sent up to the Grand Jury. Several gentlemen of 
fortune and respectability proved the facts, and an Orange 
Grand Jury ignored the bills. The same Grand Jury in like 
manner returned ignoramus to the bills against the ^xecutio^|era 
of the proscribed list. Thus was it, that the perpetratoriot 
Orange atrocities were cpnvicted and punkJied qfter the rehdlion 
was put down. 
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Orange- The party, in which the |M)litical power oP 
men en- ^^i^ coutltrv had concentered, now became more 

creased ./ ' 

and than ever sensible, that by the union ojaly of 

b'^^th^*^ their opponents, could they be outweighed or 
people, crushed* Orange Societies had been established 
in most of the principal towns, of the kingdom^ 
The people everywhere hekl them in abhor* 
rence. They resented the Orangemen^s msuU- 
ing proscription of aboVe four milliotis of their 
fellow-subjects as objects of distrust and en- 
mity. They retained a lively sense of the atro- 
cities of Annagh. Tliey knew them sworn ta 
secrecy, and were convmced of iheir oath of 
exterminatiom They were indignant at the ag- 
gravated provocation of Gdvernment encou- 
raging them to assume the tone and function* 
6f affording protection to the great population 

of 

• The excesr, to whicbthe Orangsmen pushtd thek* lust o^ 
e^nicoul over the proscribed cast, exceeds credibility. They 
imperiously arrogated to thfemseUes the divine prerogative of 
judging, and acting upon their own anticipation of other men's, 
intentions. Sir Richard Musgrave (Strictures upon the Hts*- 
torical Review, p. 22&.) has- published a string of nine reso- 
rtition^ or declarations^ under tl^e title of Rules and Reguki- 
iionsoftfte Boyne Society ^ co7nmonly.caIkd Qrangetnen; the &th 
of which TS to the following effect : — " We are individually 
^' boaod to each other, not only to preserve the peace our-. 
** 8^ves/but also to be active in preventing all others, oT 
*' whktevct persuasion ' or deneminatioB, (wha may came 
** within our knowledge) tfiat may have an imentixm k> do axk 

iU or a wrong a$t/* 
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of the country, whom they swore to exclude 
from their societies, as unworthy of course to unite 
with them in tlieir boasted loyalty. Sensible of 
this popular impression^ and staunch to tlieir 
original spirit of deceit, five of the leading num- 
bers of the Orange Society put forth in all tiie 
newspapers in 1797, a solemn manifesto of their 
order, by way of address to the public, disclaim- 
ing the imputations of their enemies, and speak* 
ing a language of refined loyalty. 

TO THE LOYAL SUBJECTS OF IREUND. 

" From the various attempts that have been Orang^- 
*' made to poison the public mind, and slander ^^"'* ^ 
** those who have had the spirit to adhere to their 
** king and constitution, and to maintain the 
'^ laws: 

" We, the Protestants of Dublin, assuming the 
nanle of Orangemen, feel ourselves called upon, 
not to vindicate pur principles, for we know 
that our honour and loyalty bid defiance to 

** the shafts of malevolence and disaffection, but 
openly to disavow tl\ese principles, and de- 
clare to tlie wofld the objects of our instiUir 

" tion. 

** We have long observed with * indignation 
*^ the efforts that have been made^ to foment re- 
^* beUion in this kingdom, by the seditious, who 

^* have 
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** have formed tliemselves into societies, under 
the specious names of United Irishmen. We 
have seen with pain the lower orders of our 
fellow-subjects forced or seduced from their al- 
legiance by the threats and machinations of 

" traitors. 

" And we have viewed with horror the success- 
** ful exertions of miscreants to encourage a fo- 
" rcSgn enemy to invade this happy land, in 
*^ hopes of rising into consequence on the down- 
** fal of their country, 

" We therefore thought it high time to rally 
*^ round the constitution, and pledge ourselves to 
each other, to maintain the laws, and support 
our good kincf against all his enemies, whether 
** rebels to' their God or to their country, and by 
so doing, shew to the world, that there is a 
body of men in this island, who are ready, in 
the hour of danger, to stand forward in the 
defence of the grand Palladium of our liberty, 
" the constitution of Great Britain and Ireland, 
obtained and established by the courage and 
loyalty of our ancestors, under the great King 
William. 















" Fellow-subjects, we are accused of being 
an institution founded on principles too shock- 
ing to repeat, and bound together by oaths, at 

which 
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*^ which human nature would shudder ; .but we 
caution you not to be led away by such male- 
volent falsehoods ; for we solemnly assure you 
in the presence of Almighty God, that the 
idea of injuring any one on account of his 
religious opinion never entered into our hearts ! 
We regard every loyal subject as our friend, 
be his religion what it may, we have no en- 
mity, only to the enemies of our country. 



i€ 
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" We further declare, that we are ready, at 
" all times, to submit ourselves to the orders of 
*^ those in authority, under his Majesty, and 
" that we will chearfully undertake any duty 
* ' which they should think proper to point out 
" for us, in case either a foreign enemy shall 
" dare to invade our coasts, or that a domestic 
*^ foe should presume to raise the standard of re- 
** bellion in the land ; to these principles we 
** are pledged, and in support of them we are 
** ready to shed the last drop of our blood. 

" Signed by order of the several lodges, in 
•* Dublin, for selves and other masters, 

•• THOMAS VERNER, 

'* EDWARD BALL, 

'^ JOHN CLAUDIUS BERESFORD, 

*' WILLIAM JAMES, 

" ISAAC DE JONCOURT/' 

This 
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Gains yijis '«»pcGioLis address tended to irritate the 

credit. great body of the people proscribed from the 
Commen- Society They placed no reliance upon the de- 
Jiiii'enan clarations of those, who entered into engagements 
j'nd Pel- ^ith one another, which were kept profoundly 
secret from all other people*. Not so their sym- 

' pathetic 

* Having felt it an historical doty to develope as much of 
the OFange system as can be verified Id the public, we refer 
the reader to the 5th of their secret articles, which will be 
found hereafter, in the rules (Ind regulations for the use qf all 
Orant^e Societies, viz. We are not to carry any money, goods, or 
any thing from any person whatsoever, except arms and ammu- 
ititiony and those only from an entmy. This article developes 
lo the impartial observer more upon reflection, than at first 
meets the eye.^ True to their original calling, the Society of 
Orangemen, in 1800, in adopting that as one of their secret 
articles, incontestibly proves that in following up the spirit 
of their first vocation as Peep qf Day Boys, they meant to 
retain the habits and characters of rpbbeirs and plunderers. 
The idea of carrying away money, goods or any thing, ex- 
cept arms and ammunition, and that only from ao enemy, 
could only have arisen in the minds of those, who from' ac- 
tual or intended practice had enjoyed or propo<;ed to acquire 
the opportunity of assaulting the persons, or breaking into 
the iiOuses <»f such persons as possessed those things, which 
M ere ur were not to be carried away. But who is the enemy, 
. from whom this secret article obliges them to carry away 
arms and ammunition, and forbids them to carry away other 
plunder? Evidently not an open enemy, whose life, arms 
and pntperty are tlie legitimate perquisites of war. If a secret 
enemy, his person might indeed be liable to be seized, upon 
• lesjid iirlbrmation, in order to be brought to justice, but his 

jm>perty could not be touched, till his enmity had been 

proved. 
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pathetic friend and advocate. Dr. Duigenan. Jn 
a debate in the Commons in 1798, upon the li- 
berty of the press, he held this language* : ^* He 
was not a friend to any separation of the people 
by marks or names of discrimination : but he 
could not help saying, that the Orangemen 
appeared hy declarations published lately in 
the public papers, particularly in the Dublin 
*' Journal, to be very good and loyal subjects. 
" Their declarations breathed nothing but loyal-, 
ty, and a desire to protect all descriptions of 
persons, that should behave themselves in a 
neighbourly and peaceable manner, as well 
Catholics, as others; he wondered that any 
charge should be made against the Orange- 
!men in that debate : particularly, as whatever 
** excesses might formerly have been committed 
*\ by them, and v^hich certainly could not be 
*' justified, however they might be extenuated 
^' Aj/ ihe^spirit of lox/alty^from zvhich thei/ spnwgj 
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were now at an end, and did not extend 

M * beyond 

proved. The truth is, that this secret article is nothing more 
nor ]ess, than an avowed recognition, revival and perpetuation^ 
of the depredatory and persecuting system of Armagh, car- 
ried on by the founders of their order ^n 1795, as much as 
if it had been explicitly set forth in the following, or any 
such terms, " Whenever Orangemen assault a Catholic, or 
'* break into his honie, they shall not rob him of his money 
** or goods, but only of bis anns and and gunpowder/' But 
the Catholic is the enemy, and the Orangemah the judge. 

* Pari. D^b. of this date. 
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** beyond the limits of a single county, and 
^' that a small one." Mr. Pclham, in that same 
debate, in defending the Orangemen, made an 
avowal, which falsified the boasted plea of at- 
tenuation urged by his friend Dr. Duigenan. 
*^ With fespect to the Orangemen and Defen- 
'^ ders, whom an honorable gentleman had in 
'^* the inadvertence of debate called rebels, he 
" did not for his part think, that either descrip- 
** tion of those men deserved that epithet." If 
the Defenders were not rebels, if the Catholics 
were not rebels, how could their persecution and 
extermination spring from a spirit of loyalty ? 
It was fairly remarked in that same debate, by 
Mr, Tighe, in reply to Dr. Duigenan's boast, 
that the Orangemen were willing to defend the 
Catholic^ as well as any other man, if he be- 
haved himself as a good subject ; ** that if any 
particular set of men were allowed to proclaim 
themselves as the protectors of this or that de- 
scriptipn of people, it would be a most dan- 
gerous precedent : if it were permitted to one 
body of men, every other would claim it." 



(C 



Comment liad the Orangemen been ever so sincere in 
Orance ^'^^^^ address to the public, yet a body of men so 
address, constituted, as upon the face of their justifica- 
tive instrument they profess themselves to be, 
*^Ust essentially be productive of irremediable 
evil ill a Slate. As a very small portion of the 

population 



^}i' 



83 

population professing the religion of the State, 
cJaiming the confidence and support of Govefn,- 
ment, nnd vaunting exclusive loyalty, they as- 
sume the lofty tone of protecting their fellow- 
subjects, whom they proscribe, (of course a3 
enemies) from associating with them in the laud- 
able purpose oS defending their good ^ing agai:ist 
all his enemi^Sy tvhether rebels to their God, or to 
their CQtmtry. Every loyal subject is by prin- 
ciple and dispositiou Ctt the command of his So- 
. vereign for these purposes. An instrunient qf 
dissimulation never speajcs the plaiiji truth. As- 
sociations to combine against tb^ King's ene- 
mies, in a well ordered State, ^xe misqhievous and 
dangerous, in proportion to the paucity of tb^ 
associators. Where all, who feel ajud avow their 
duty associate, they are useless, and Iqt down 
the paramount duty of allegiance. Close and 
pfoscriptive associations essentially create discon- 
tent, jealousy, or enmity in every excluded indi- 
vidual. Where co-operation in the work of Jpy- 
alty is rejected, protection becomes insult : ?wd 
$hort are the intervals between insult, provpcafc- 
tion, and resentment. The fellow-wbject, who 
offers his protection to 500 neighbours, some su- 
perior, some equal, some inferior to hiws^lf, ?W 
never command the confidence of tbosc^, whom 
his legitimate or usurped power proscriboi 9q4 
degrades. 

M « The 
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Further The fanatical cant of associating to repel and 
^^^ * punish rebels to God is indignantly to be repro- 
bated. It is an impious usurpation of the high 
I)rerogative of the Deity to judge the conscience 
of rnan, which is only penetrable to the all scru- 
tini:r5ing eye. A man may be a rebel to his 
King: he may be an enemy to his country. 
The Orangeman in depopulating the county of 
Araiagh, was an enemy to his cotmtry, not 
strictly &!/ that act a rebel to his King. Whe- 
ther he were a rebel to his God in burning out 
and exterminating the Cathol e, mereTy because 
he worshipped God in his own manner, is riot 
for himian tribunal to decide. But law and com^ 
nion sense refute the buffoonery of Dr. Duige- 
nan, that sudi acts of atrocity can spring from 
loyalty. 

Tolera- • It was a discovery reserved for this illuminated 
King Society of extenninators, that the British con- 
William, stitution was obtained under King William. 
That he was called over to England to support 
that constitution, and that it was preserved by 
'conquest in Ireland is true, and devoutly is it 
wi>hed, that William's prhiciples of toleration 
(he was a Presbyterian) were imitated by those, 
who disgrace his name by their savage intole- 
Vance.* The five leading Orangemen, who came 

forth 

* Fitting it is, that the ostentatious stipporters of the Pro- 
testant (ucendancy, in honor andcommcmoration of William of 

Orange, 
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forth on this occasion with all the pomp of pro- 
mise, could little expect credit for their profes- 
sions. The only public deeds, by which their 
Society, as a body, was then known to the pub- 
lic, were its feats in the county of Arnaagh. 
Now it is an obvious, and indeed unavoidable 
appeal to every man cognizant of them, how far 
the Society of Orangemen; (being but an exten- 
sion of the Society of Peep of Day Boys) could 
in the year 1797 truly assert, that " the idea of 
injuring any one on account of his religious 
opinions never entered into our hearts : we 
regard every loyal subject as our friend, be his 
religion what it may : we have no enmity, but 
to the enemies of our country.'' It will be 
more than difficult to verify these assertions, 
when brought to bear upon the persecutions of 

, Armagh. 

Orange should know, that afier that Monarch hact takeaj i\^ 
same coronation oath, as has ever since been taken by all hi?^ 
successors, be offered to the Duke oF Tyrconnelf, in order t« 
induce him to surrender Limerick, the following terms fort^re? 
Irish Catholics, viz: — I. The free excrci'^e of their religitwi. 
2. H^lf the churches of the kingdom. 3. Half the empiov- 
raents civil and military, if they ple;ascd. 4. The moiety 
of their ancient properties. These proposals be offered to get 
sanctioned bfy an English act of parliament. (Vide my Hiv 
tory of Ireland, 2 vol. p. 12.) There a^so may be «ee<i 
many traits and pro6f3 of the natural tolerancy of Wiliiami's 
disposition, which pointedly contradicts the wicked principles 
and sanguinary spirit, with which the Orangemen have en 
deavoarrd to tarnish his memory and disgrace his name. 
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Armagh. It must be further observed, that these 
guarantees of all the Orange lodges in Dublin go 
no further, than to answer for those,' who had 
beep initiated into the Society, after the atroci- 
ties of Armagh had been perpetrated. 

The ad- However artfully and strongly this Orange 
iiier not 2^^dr^sj may have been worked up to delude the 
the oath popular mind, and throw a varnish over the five 
wination. J^^d^^^g Orangemen, which would not cover their 
original founders, yet it cannot elude the slightest 
observation, that the address contains no denial, 
that the oath of extermination had been taken 
by the original members of the institution. The . 
advertisers for themselves and fellow- masters, - 
(their subsequent conduct will shew how sin- 
cerely) undertake only to answer for the work- 
ings "of their own hearts, not for those of the 
original framers of the Society or of the Institu- 
tion at large. To defend the King against his 
enemies is a straight forward duty well known 
to every loyal subject. No specific association 
or obligation can strengthen it. To question a 
man's earnestness in performance of that duty is 
an actionable offence. What can more deeply 
wound the feelings of a loyal people, than the 
monopolizing boast of some favoured minions, 
that they, exclusively of the great population, 
are ready to resist the external and internal ene- 
mies of the country ? But could every other 

' difficulty 
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ilifTiculty be cleared , away, yet woultl not the 
waters of the Atlantic wash out that damned spqt 
of their sworn secrecy*. It impudently bids de- 
fiance 

• The Orangemen have to lament the folly or misfortune 
of having had their cause advocated by Sir Richard Musgrave, 
a wholesale dealer in falsity and fiction. By way of blunting 
the e<Ige of just indignation at the nature of the rules and 
regulations of the Orange Societies, which he foresaw might 
in the process of time come to light, even through the dark 
veil of their secret oath, and of imposing upon the public in 
the mean while, their zealous defender has given in his 
Stricture^ (p. 22.5.) seven resolulions, which he ^ays were fa- 
bricated by the enemies of the Orangemen, for the purpose 
of exciting in the breasts of the lower class of Catholics the 
most malignant and vindictive passions. One should have 
imagined, that the s£^gacious Baronet had, in 1804', when he 
published his Strictures, (which, by the bye, were never 
fairly entered) been long enough in the Customs to have 
learn t, how much better for use genuine than counterfeit 
commodities were. 

1. Resolved unanimously, that each and every member be 
furnished with a case of horse pistols and a sword : also, tbat 
every member shall have 12 rounds of ball cartridges. 

2. Resolved, that every man shall be ready at a moment's 
warning. 

3. Resolved, that no member is to introduce a Papist or 
Presbyterian^ Quaker or Methodist, or any persuasion but a 
Protestant. 

4. Resolved, that no man wear Irish manufacture, or give 
employment to a Papist. 

5. Resolved, that every man shall be ready at a moment's 
warning, to burn all the chapeU and meeting-houses in the 
city and county of Dublin. 

6. Resolved, 
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fia-ice to common law and common equity ; da- 
rin{;Iv violates the letter of the Statute, and dan- 

fferouslv 

o » 
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6. Resolved, that any man, that will give information of 
any house he suspects to be an United Irishman's, will get the 
sum of 5\. and his name kept secret. 

7. Resolved, that no member will introduce any man under 
the age of 19, or over the age of 46. 

Whoever attentively compares the genuine rules and regu- 
lations printed at the end of this introduction, with theseseven 
resolutions given as fictitious, will perceive less deviation in 
tUem from the reality, tlian he will in Sir Richard Musgrave's 
Memoirs qf tlte differait Irish Rebellions, Sir Bichard then 
gives under false titles and dates pieces of the Orange institu- 
tion, their declaration about the Union, and also a declaration 
of the Ulster Orangemen, and the rules and regulations of the 
Boync Orangemen ; and all with a view to impress the public 
with a sublime idea of the refined loyalty of their Societies; 
even to the minutiae of manners and external apparel. The 
masters of lodges are not only solemnly enjoined to be most 
particular in scrutinizing the character of every candidate for 
admission, but to discountenance, even by imposing fines, any 
imitation of the manners and drcte of traitors. But Sir 
Richard's drivelling effort to account for and justify the 
Orangemen's oath of secrecy, is too curious to be withholden 
from the reader. 

(P. 22S ) " We declare most solemnly, that we are not 
•* enemies to any body of people on account of their religion, 
'• their fait;h, or iheir mode of worship. We consider every 

loyal subject our brother, and they shall have our aid and 

protection. We are exclusively a Protestant associa- 
" tion.'* 

(P. 230.) " Orangemen have no secret to conceal, ex- 
" cept the marks and tokens, by which they know one aA- 
** other. In times of turbulence and intestine commotion, it 

'' was 
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gerously encroaches upon the CJonstHution. Read 
the obligations of an Orangemariy and answer in 
the face of the country, why this impenetrable 
veil ? Look steadfastly upon truth and loyalty ; 
and say, will they descend to be disguised under 
any coverlid : and least of all under an illegal 

N and 

" was necessary to have certain words and sij/ns to discrimi- 
** nate friends from enemies, and pre^'ent designing Iraiiors 
•• from mixing amongst us. They were necessary to inspire 
'^ mutual trust and confidence, by indicating similarity of sen- 
** timent, and thty are still necessary, not only to guard against 
" imposition, but to recommend us to the attention and kind* 
" ness of brother Orangemen, wherever the institution pre- 
•' vails. To divulge these would destroy their utility, and 
•' therefore the knowledge of them is strictly and properly 
** confined to themselves.*' There is added a note to the fore- 
going passage of no slight importance, viz. — " The oatn of 
•* the Orangemen, which was not kept secret, was an oath of 
** allegiance to the King and constitution, besides which, it 
" contained two clauses; one, that they would consider every 
*' loyal man of every religious denomination as their brother, 
" and would protect him as such : and another, that they 
** would not divulge the signs, by which they were known to 
'* each other." 

Is it not self evident from these declarations, that the secret 
signs of the Orange Society were to entitle its member? to the 
attention and kindness of brotherhood, wherever the' institu- 
tion prevailed. ? But the Catholics, who are proscribed from 
- their Society, could not by those secret signs recommend 
themselves to such attention or kindness : consequently it was 
an insulting falsehood, that the Orangemen considered erety 
loyal nuth of every religious persuasion as their brother ; unless it 
be followed up by the negative inference, thsit no man of the 
Catholic persuasion can be loyaL 
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an^ unconstitutional oath of secrecy ? What 
does tlie black mystery aim at, but to knit toge* 
ther a ferocious banditti, taking with voracious 
vigilance the bloody signal from the patrons q{ 
nationltl disunion ? 

Pxteosion It cannot be too frequently pressed upon the 
^|^''**"i<' reader, that the, establishment of Orangism has 
become the fatal engine, by which modern mi- 
nister effectuate that division of the Irish people, 
by which they maintain a monopoly of power in 
the country under the imposing term Protest- 
ant ascendancif, which their predecessors more 
. modestly termed English interest. When Pri- 
mate Boulter lamented the exposure and conse- 
quent failure of the corrupt Ekiglish job of 
Wood's patent for a base coinage of halfpence, 
he spoke to his brother minister without disguise : 
" The worst of it is, that it tends to imite Pro- 
*^ test ant zcith Papist : and whenever that hap- 
** pens, good bye to the English interest in Ire- 
** land for ever." In order to prepare the mind 
for judging soundly of the grand catastrophe of 
disunion, it behoves us to trace as correctly as 
possible the ex ent of the powers, and multiplica- 
tion of these engines of division, whilst the ma- 
nagers were getting up and rehearsing the 
bloody tragedy. In November, 1797,* ** in 

the 

• I#tracts from the Pre?s, Philad. 1802. p. 191. 
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** the narrow vicinage of a northern Tillage, 
** (Lisburn) no less than fourteen societies of il*- 
'* legal associations, under the denomioations of 
** Orangemen^ *and numb^ed from 138 to 354,* 
** whitjh proves, that so many other societies 
*^ of the same kind exists avow tbemsehes in a 
public advertisement, vrhich appea,red in the 
Evening Post <rf Thursday (i. e. 23 Nov. 1797) 
*^ publicly addressing a Mr. Johnso«i as llieir 
** chairman, and publishing their resolutions 
publicly entered into aia meeting held on tie 
Sabbath-day, at tlie parish church of Der^ 
riaghy,*' In this same year, the seeds of 
Orangism were profusely sown in and about , 
Newry, and promised an early and plentit^! 
harvest. The Ancient Britons, who w^t^ 
mostly Orangemen, and Mr. ,Giflia:rd, tlie great 
sfpostle of Orangism, tlien a captain m tbue 

N 2 Dublin 

• As it appears, by the rules aad regulati-ws of tFie Oran-ie 
Myciettes, settled in 1800, that t-ach lodge shall Uave ten tjQi- 
<jer^, viz. a roaster and deputy m ister, » secreiary ami de- 
puty secretary, a treasurer, , and five roinmivtee inert, it ini^'^ 
Ftjaaonably be inferred from that nurulnji- of olficrrs^ th »t e^tb 
lodge consists of several score, if not some nnivlred iinm- 
b^lTB. Coupling tiu^ with a further and very obrims^ pre- 
ftuniptioQ, that the. number of lodges, wliic'a iii Novtmh^r 
1797 fell not shprt, but may have greatly excnedcil 35^4, / 
l^s since that period been coii»idtfrab1y augmt:«itecU the 
pr«sent aggregate of that base brotheriuHid i:j^ awfulif for- 
iQidabl& 
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Dublin City militia, were quartered there ; and 
by far the greater part of the Nevvry cavalry and 
infantry Yeomen were also Orangemen. No won* 
der then, that this spot was chosen for a renewal 
of some of the Armagh scenes of extermina- 
tion, one of which is submitted to the reader,* 
a8 it has been narrated to the author, by a gen- 
tleman of respectability, who being out with his 
corps on that day, saw and heard the greatest 
part himself, and received the rest from the con- 
Telsion of the principal actor m that scene, 
which took place at a distance. 

Massacre ^n May 1797, a Corporal's guard had been 

and burn- t i . , /^ 1,1 

ings near Ordered Out m the afternoon to search the house 
^ewry. of one Hedger at Ballyholan, who was a Presby- 
terian, for arms ; none were found, It happened 
{loweyer op tl^is as pn many suph pccasipnsi that 

the 

^ This scene was selected firom aitaongst others, Bot mepely 
from the possession of the most undeniable evidence (the 
author has evidence of piany others, which he suppresses) of 
^fae facts, but because it has always been considered to have 
mainly coptnbuted to the rebellion, whicl^ took place in the 
fiext year. Government boasted of having made it eii^plode. 
They forgot, that they had created the disaffection, from 
which it proceeded, it appears froni Dr. M'Nevin^s exami- 
nation before ti^e secret committee of the Commons (that part 
, of it, which affects this subject will be hereafter quoted for 
another purpose) that Mr. Corry allowed, that houses were 
Inimt about Newry, and Lo]rd Castlereagh boasted, that they 
bad weakei^ed tl^ rebel^9a by the fifeans taken tq make if 
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the searchers made free with articles of dress or 
furniture, as their fancies suggested. Here the 
search ended in the appropriation of a silk hand* 
kerchief, which one of the military purloined. 
This produced some observation and sarcasm from 
several of the neighbouring peasants, whom cu- 
riosity had brought round Hedger's dwelling dur- 
ing the search. There lived close by one Bren- 
nan, a weak half-witted man, who was a private 
in the Newry Yeomen infantry. He ran instantly 
to town, and gave out, that the party was #r- 
rounded and perhaps cut to pieces* Immedi- 
ately the t)-umpet and bugle sounded, and the 
Ancient Bfitons, some of the Dublin City Mi^ 
litia under' Captain Giffard^ and several of the 
Ncwry Yeomanry turned out and hastened to- 
wards Ballyholan, wiUiout order or any special 
command. For the space of a mile or two the 
face of the country was covered with the military 
moving in disorder, and acting without any other 
fixed plan, than that of general massacre and ex- 
termination. The Ancient Britons hewed down 
all the countrymen in coloured clothes they met, 
or overtook ; they took no prisoners. The mi- 
litia fired at some fugitives, but made 'several pri- 
soners, amounting in the whole to about 26. 
'The Yeomen infantry principally shewed their 
prowess by firing into the thatch of the cabins 
and setting fire to them. Upon the first appear- 
ance of the militaiy the most active of the pea^ 
s^nts made their escape, 

A party 
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Samcsub^ 4 party of the Ai^cknt 5riton» eame up to^ s> 

j€ct conti- , . ■ 

fiued. cluster of houses, which they set fire to* Tlwy 
had been bM abaodoned; except one, which con- 
tained an old iniirm man^ that was bedri^deuy 
attended by hjs d£^i>ghter» She threw herself on 
her knees, and ail-er seyer^ refusals at last obr 
tained lieaye from tbecomoiaindliag officer to per- 
mit her father to^ be cacriedi oufc of the. house. 
He had fiot bee» removed owe maaute before the 
roof fell in. After the bugle had sounded to rally, 
atld the trocq)s were drawn np in line near Mr* 
Hana*s Park, oue of the Ancient Britons rocle 
up to Sir Watkin WiUiaoas Wynne theip com- 
mander, and said the nebds were m the paidk and 
the wood adjoining : when they received ordc^ 
from their commander to spare no one* They 
inainediately dispersed^ Three of them, perceiv- 
ixig something moving in a thicket, successively 
fired into it : and one of them shoir ani unfortii- 
nate lad of about 10 years; of age through tim 
left eye. He had been attending some cows m^ 
the road, but on seeing tlie military haKi cindea^ 
voured to conceal himself from their fury in. th»t 
thicket. He wasi ^liewn to Sir Watkm> Williains 
Wynne by an officer, whose humanirty Mras 
shocked, and the:commander observiug, that be 
was Sony for tlie mistake, ordered one oCfiis man 
to take him up behind him, and convey bi» to 
the hospital* 

* His name it Fagao, and be i$ still bivng ai Ne!VTr]^. 
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Anaiher lad of about 14 years of age had Further 
been most inh« manly butchered, his head split *^*'^^*"*^** 
in twain and nearly severed from his body. His 
father and uncle having heard of the misfortiine 
went after his corpse, and were taken prisoners 
by the niilitra men undei* Captain GiiFard. One 
•Hand, a revenue, officer, at tlie risk of his Kfe 
went up to a gentleman of the Yeoman cavalry, 
to whom he was known, and entreated him to 
return to the party, and inform them, that sovtit 
of the Ancient Britons, after having killed thttt , 
lad, had fired into his house at his wife, who was 
far gone with child, and he was afraid that lie 
should be murdered himself. He entreated to 
have the boy brought down to the road, through 
which tl>e military M^er€ to pass, iii order, that 
tlie commanding officer should see him, and be , 

thereby induced to release the father and imcle. 
Captain Giftard expressed .high offence at the 
boy's corpse having been brought into sight, and 
inunediately took the two men, Who had brought 
it to the road, into custody. Sir Watkin Wil- 
liams Wynne, when he was informed of the cir- 
cumstance, ordered the father and uncle to be 
released. Two Ancient Britons, one of them 
by name Ned Allen, had strayed about a mili^ 
from the main body to a farm-house of Mr. Ro- 
bert Maitland's. Near the gate stood a boy, 
named Ryan, about six years of age, whom they 
ordered to open it : the child said be* would, 

if 
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if they would not hurt him. Ifctbre hr could 
open it, one of them struck at the child with 
bis sabre over the gate, and broke his arm. They 
still insisted upon his opening . it, which the 
child did with bis other hand, and they rode 
through and cut up the boy with their sabres^ 
and one of them made his horse (though with 
much diflicuhy) trample upon him. They en- 
tered the house, and having taken the key of the 
cellar, sat down to drink: in the mean time 
three of the Dublin City Militia came up to the 
house, and joined them in drinking. The An- 
cient Britons gave Orange toasts : the militia 
men gave Irish toasts. They quarrelled and 
fought : one of the militia men was killed, and 
the other two severely wounded with the sabres 
of the Ancient Britons. The two Ancient Bri- 
tons were afterwards tried for the murder, and 
were instantly acquitted. About 30 houses were 
burnt, and 11 persons were killed. Thus dosed 

^his unfought day of bloods* 

We 

* Such was the vindictive animosit)^, which the people 
bore to the corps of Ancient Hritons, that afler the insar* 
rection hail, partly by their means, been made to explode, as 
Lord Castlcreagh boasited, they never came into contact 
' with the rebels without being reminded of Ballyholtm^ and 
they were generally refused quarter. The corps of ancient 
Britons was- the largest, that came over from England, They 
exceeded 1000 effective men, and it is generally computed, 
that not nearly one tenth of the pri?ates, who first came 
over, survived the contest. Deficiencies were partly supplied 
by fresh recruits. 
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We are arrived at that bloody tragedy of 1798, Rebellion 
which deprived his Majesty of- 70,000 most use* *** ^^^^• 
ful subjects, whom wiser councils would have 
preserved to fight the battles of the British em- 
pire agamst its most potent enemy. Without 
attempting to reprobate or justify the policy of 
the Irish government's pursuing a system of co* 
ercioQ and terror, be it conceded, that it did 
exist ;^ and that it caused the rebellion to break 

o out 

* As the policy of these preliminary measures of extraordi- 
nary harshness is still fiercely contested by the opposite par- 
lies, it will be bat fair to submit to the reader the pith of the 
adverse opinions. Sir Richard Musgrave, who was secretly 
employed, privately. rebuked, and publicly rewarded for pa- 
negyrizing the Cauiden administration, af^.er having boasted 
of the happy consequence of the great rigour and severity^ 
which took place under Lord Camden's goyernment, (p. J^l, 
Str.) sums up the justification of all the illegal and uncoil 
tituti6bal acts of that period, in a quaint piece of advice of 
Lord Carhampton to Lord Camden, which was in the mouth 
of every loyal man in the upper ranks of life in Ireland. 
•^ My Lord, if ypu sufier them to go to war with you, and 
" you go to law with them, it does not require much 
*' sagacity to foresee the issue of the contest'' On the other 
side, the most authentic representation of the sense generally 
entertained of those hai*)»h measures of government will be 
collected from the principal leaders of the United Irishmen^ 
who fully dislcosed their genuine sentiments upon that sub- 
ject to the Secret Committees of th& Lords and Commons, in 
1798. Oa the 10th of August, Mr. Emmet, before the Se- 
cret Committee of the Lords, was asked by Lord Chancellor 

Clare, 

Pity 
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out at Naas on tlife 30d of Mlby> which termi- 
nated exactly. fourniQntlisitffottii tfeat day, bjjr the 

. ,.,:, , :,/ . • sui'reiider 

.1 •; • • . ;..«.• lit '■- : • ' ■ . 

*' PrviYf, Mr. Ei^mett, what (ji^uscj.llie l^te kji^^eqtion. ff ^ 
Emnwit, •* The free quarters, the house burning^ the 
'*' tortures and ' the milTtaVy executions in the counties 9f 
^ Kil^re , (Bartow and Wickldw.'*-^— ^l S6; 
J.'.bn the Idthof Aii^ftt» "uhen Mr. ArtKtif O'Gonftor^-a^ 
UK>d^r examin^tipn pfthqiSecreti Committee offilie CointtionSi 
tie was questioned by them : 

Committee, *' What is the object the people have in view 
** at present ? . ^ 

* b*€omor. •• I believe they haVe laid by for (he. instant all 
*' ide& of s|)eci!iiattve politics, and think Only. how they shall 
'^ ' ^nihilate ihe insupportable usurpatfon and cruelty of th^ 
V Bk'itish and' Irish goTemment, and how they shall best 
]^'liVeAge the mood, which 'h«l8 been shed, and the tortures, 
^*'that bftve been inflicted, to support a government tbey de- 

' * When Dr. M'Ncvin was upon his examination before the 
'Sfeci^t Cotnmittee of the Commons, on the 8lh of August 
1799, he Vtras questioned more particularly : 
'■ SpeakH'y Mr. Poster. " Pray, Sir, what do you tbink 
*' occasioned the insurrection ? 

* 3ri^evin. '*' The insurrection was occasioned by the house 
'"* burning^), the whippings to extort c^nfcssion5,^4lte-4<H=tuTe 
•* 6f Various kinds, the free quarters, an*d" tTie murders com- 
^ knitted upon the people by th^ magistrates and the army. 
' ^dker, ** This only took place since the insurrection* 
' flt'Nevin. " It is now more than twelve months (looking 
*** at Mr. Corrv) since those horrors were perpetrated by the 
" Ancient Britons about NeWry ; and long before the insur* 
'* rectioh tbey were quite common through the counties of 

Kildarp 
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^ucreiKJier of ^q^bert's h^dful of Frenchnieii 
a.t Ballins^oiuck* During thftt period of four 
luonths we are willing, that • the characteristic 
traits of Orai^ge ferocity shpulcl iperge In 4tie. usl* 
ti^ral acrimony qf aa open jomi war. The oar 

o 3 ture^ 

f Kildare and Carlow, and began to be practtscfl with yery 
** ICf^^t actiTity in the couii|ie^ oF Wicklow tind Wexford, ' ' 

Corty and Ditouche. ** Yes, a^ few houfes weft burned. * 

Speaker, *f Would not the organization have gone on, 
** and the union become strongeTj ba^ ti^t tit^tAsurrectioi^ 
'* %\ra8 brought fon^ard too soon t 

M*Nt%)in, M The orgai^lzatibn would have proceeded, an4 
*' the union have acquired ihait strength, which arises from or- 
'* der : Organisation Nivould at llie same time have giren a 
M cootroul ov^r tbc people capable of restraining their excet- 
<< ses; and you see eparjc^iy uny have been oo([|imitted in 
'* tlvpse i:ountieS| where is was wel\ established. 

lArd Castlereagh, ^' You acknowledge the i^nion woul4 
h$[fi heotk flirongef,* 'hUi for the mcoss taken to make it explode. 
I . M*Nevm> ^ It would ev«ry day In^ve become more per- 
f ' feet, but \ dp Q^..8ee any thing in wh^^ has happened, to 
*' defter the people /roni, persevering in the unien and its ol^ 
f^ jects : On the contrary, if I am rightly ^nform^, the.tria^l 
''^ of foi^e must tenld to give tbe people confidence in their 
** own f>mver, a«' t utader^tand it is noW admitted, that if the 
«^- infiorrcction was general f^mi w^l conduci^, it woi^ld have 

V bf^n iiuc^essf^l. t 

l/ird Cqstlereagh. *' Were not t^ ^i^^r^ttt measures of the 

V government, which are con^plained of, subseouent to va- 
'* rioQs proceedings of the United Irishmen > 

^ ^pytrin. " Priov, my Lord, to most of t^m. If yooi[ 
'' Ix^rd^hip desiite it, I \yill prove by comparison of dates^ 
'* ihat govemme^it throughout has beer\ the aggressor." — rr 
( (//j( Ijord^hip was not curiousx) 
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ture, however, of thrs disqiiisilibti calls for some 
notice of the operations bf Orangtmen, imixK^di- 
ately before and immediatetj after that fatal con- 
test, in order to trace the . cbntihnailce of the 
spirit and principles of the Orange sdcieties, and 
their effects upon Ireland, from their institution 
up to the Union ; from which period their more 
notable atchievements will find their order in the 
ensuing history. ' 

Wexford *' * Th^ 'msurrectidh of Wexford, which was the 
insMrrec- most formidable and bloody of any in Ireland, 
cannot be passed unnoticed, because it originate 
ed out of Orange outrage/ There had long ex- 
isted in the county of Wexford a numerous party 
of Protestants marked 'for their acrimony to 
Catholics. It should seem, as if the Oraiige 
emissaries had not. thought it worth their whil^ 
to introduce their system into a county, in which 
disunion had already taken sbtJh deep robtl 
In fact, Orangism was little known in that 
county till the month of April, 179.8, when it 
was introduced ipto i^ by the North Cork militia 
commanded by Lord Kingsborough (now Earl of 
Kingston.) That corps snperabounded with 
Orangemen,* who were encouraged by their co^ 

lonel 

•^ ♦ It will appear by the I4lh- of the general rules for the 
government of Orange lodges, among i\ki Rules and Regum 

iati/Hu 
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lohel in displaying the trinmpliant insignia of 
their institution, such as medals and Orange 
ribbands at their breasts, and in proselytizing for 
their order. In the alarming crisis of those 
times, the sure favour of government and pro- 
tection of the military gained many converts. 
The pr6pagation of their sect was rather Mahome- 
tan 

lations for the use qf all Orange Societies, printed at the end 
of this introduction : '* That as regiments are considered as 
districts, the masters of all regimental lodges do make half 
yearly returns of (he number, names and rank of the mem< 
b^rt of their lodge, to the secretary of the Grand Lodge, 
but they Hhall iiotlmake an Orangem^O, except the officers, 
'' non-commissioned officers and privates ot their respective 
'* regiments : and that they do remit to the Grand Treasurer 
** of Ireland the half yearly subscription, as ^vell as that, 
♦* which is immediately to take place." This accounts for 
the narrative of Mr. Hay (p. 175.) *' A pitch cap being 
** found in the barrack of Wexford* and an Orange com- 
mission or warrant, appointing a serjeant of the North 
Cork militia to found an Orange lodge in the town,, rouzed 
'* the people from the utmost tranquilfity to the highest pitch 
•* of fory. This <)uic*kly drew together grertt numbers in 
«' tlie barrack yard, and their horror of the Orange system 
was so excited, that in. those emblems they imagined they 
possessed the most convincing proof of their intended ex- 
" terminatmn.'' Here too, as in other parts, the introduction 
of Orange lodges tended wonderfully to extend the Union. 
Such was the dread, which the Catholics conceived of the 
Orangemen, that they readily listened tp the insinuations of 
the few United Irishmen in that county, aitd ibr siflf preser* 
vation sheltered their individual fears under collective con* 
fide nee. 
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tan than Christian. Terrpr superseded conviction. 
These military savages were permitted both by 
magistrates' and officers, in open day, to .^ze 
every man they wished or chose to suspect as ^ 
Croppj/, and drag hin^ to the guard house, where 
they constantly kept a supply pf ccwurse lincq 
caps, besmeared inside with pitch j and when 
the pitch was well heated, they forced the cap 
on his head, and sometimes the melted pitch 
running into the eyes of the unfortunate victim 
superadded blindness to his other tortures. They 
generally detained him till the pitch had so cooln 
ed, that the cap could not be det^iched from jtbe 
head witliout carrying with it th^ hie^ir and blisV 
teped skin : they then turned him adirift, dis- 
fijgured, often blind, arid writtiing with pain, 
Tliey enjoyed^ with horrid bursts of laughter, the 
fiend-like sport of seeing theit" victims either fail 
down, or knock their heads against the walls, in 
their eager but blind efforts to escape their tor- 
turers. Tliis' caused abhorrence and dread 
amongst their countrjmaen. At other tim^ they 
rubbed moistened gunpowder into the bair in 
form of a cross, and set fire to it ; and tiot nu; 
frequently sheated off the ears and nose of the 
tortured croppy. They abused, botli by word and 
action every female* tlmt happened to have a tint 
of green in her appai-d*. The most tK>torions mas^ 
tcr of tbcsift ififerlial sports, both for rnvcintidn 

au4 
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and i^xecutioti, was a seijeant of tlid North Cork 
militia, Aickn^med Tdm the D&oil. These atro- 
citiies -Were daily r^iewed and continued "with 
inlfiilntty, up to the breaking' out of that insnr- 
rect^. Tho^ Omnge fiends never dismissed 
from their guard house an unfortunate victim 
with^t 'expressing tbeir inhuman Joy by savage 
yells dt' exultation.* ' No woiider'then, that the 
^ Wexford 

*- See Mr. Hay's Taluable and authentic history of the in- 
surrection of the County of Wexford, (p. 5a,) 4r olihi. That 
gentleman was an eye witness to the whole of the Wexford 
insurrection, and is ah 'illustrious instance of tfie utility of 
cotemporary history. 

With difficulty does the mind yield relcfctant credit to such 
debasement of the human species. The spirit, which degrades 
it to that abandonment, is of no ordinary depravity. It wars 
with the first elements of social nature, and should be 
wrenched with the strongest arm of power from the state, in 
which it has taken root. To prevent its continqance and 
growth in Ireland, by developement of its noxious powers, is 
the intent of this publication. The knowledge of a national 
evil is the first step towards ks removal. ' The spirit of 
Orangitm would never liave existed in the country, but for 
the encouragement and countenance^ which the higher orders 
gave to tlie lower. It would be uncandid to retail only in- 
stances of the brutality of the lower orders, whiht evidence 
IS forthcoming of persons of fortune and education being still 
more brutalized by its deleterious spirit. As a gentleman of 
respectability was passing near the Old Custom-house, Es- 
sex-bridge, Dublin, in the afternoon of Whit*sunday, 17Q8, 
two spectacles of horror, covered with pitch aiid gore, runnhig, 
as iflhcy were blind, through the streets arrested his attention. 

Tbe 
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Wexford in^ui^cncy assumed a cjegred pf vindic- 
tive ferocity known to no ptlier part pf.the 
kingdom* it becanoe a contest between , .C^tho- 
lies and Qraogemen. Of thi^. Sir Richard: jljijufi* 
grave iias afiordfed (perhaps i^fiintended) testimo- 
aiy, by giving the copy of :a certificate* ; pigged 
by a Catholic priest) by wpy of passport^ ^b the 
memorable day^ oa which We;i;j(>^ tvas evjacyat 
ed, and Lord Cornwallis assumed the reins of 
government. 

Tlie 

They were closely followed out of the Old Custom-hbose by 
Lord Kingsborough and Mr. John C. Beresford, whom he 
knew, and by aa officef in uniform whom he knew not. 
They were pointing and laughing immoderately at these tor- 
tared fugitives. One of them was John Fleming, a ferry-^ 
boatman, and the other Francis Gough, a coach smith. They 
had been unmercifully flogged to .extort confessions ; bat 
having none to make, they were called out on this festival, 
had melted pitch poured over their heads, and feathers struck 
into it. The .right ear of | Fleming was clipped off, and 
(lOugh lost all his hair. They were sent adrift, without a 
rag of clothes, to make their escape tbrougli the streets. 
Gough's flagellation was superintended by Lord Kingsborough, 
who almost at every Jash questioned him how he liked it : it 
was so severe as to have confiued him six^ months to his 
bed. The same spirit of Orangism moved the Colonel in 
Dublin, and his sergeant at Wexford. The effects of that spi« 
rit can only be fairl}* Illustrated by facts. The^e have beea 
verified to tl)e author by the spectator and sufferer. 

* ^' A. of B. in the parish' of C. has done Lis duty, and 
*' proved himself a Roman Catholic, and has made a volun- 
*\ tary outb« that he never was an Orangemon, nor took the 
" Orange oalTh. F. J. Baor.. Dutcd^ JVcxford, Jimt 21, 
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The arrival of Lord Coniwallis in Ireland Lord 
opens a new scene of the fatal tragedy, upon u^arriv 
tiie success of which Mr. Pitt boasted of resting m Ire- 
his reputation with posterity. Lord Camden h£td 
long solicited his recall. But the measure of ex- 
haustion was incomplete, whilst Ireland Could 
lift an eyelid. The terrifier became affrighted. 
Exaiigues terreat umbras. Mr. Pitt seftt over 
Lord Comwallis in haste and trepidatioii to ad- 
minister emollients and restoratives ; and dhoujd 
he be so fortunate as to discontinue her agonis- 
ing throbs, to sootlie her into the measure of 
Unipn, before the convalescent should have 
caught a glimpse of full recovery. Mr. Pitt was 
a master of stage effect, and the subtlety, ivith 
which he descended to the lowest shifts of decep- 
tion was unrivalled. His eloquence, his Credit, 
even his ambition gave way to his craft. Lord 
Comwallis^ the minister of Mr. Pitt's views upon 
Ireland arrives in his twofold mission (to qudl 
rebellion and enforce the Union) armed with the 
double power of civil govern(H* and military 
<:ommander. Unlike to his two immedint^ pr!»- 
decessors, he was not placed under the tutelage 
of the Irish managers, but directed to assume ^ 

• 

character of his own, aj^arently independent 
of the British cabinet, which should let dowB the 
power of the Orangeman, now groivm formidg* 
ble even to Mr. Pitt, and raise theCathi^lic iMo 
confidence and Assurance, whilst he ^d^voured 

? to 
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to seduce him to the treacherous embraces of a 
legislative Unipn. In the execution of the first 

. part of his commission, Ix)rd Cornwallis soon ac- 
quired the confidence of the Catholic body, and 

' incurred the hatred and abhorrence of the whole 
Orange faction. Not one of either party was at 
that time initiated into the rriysterious game the 
Irish Viceroy had to play for the British minister. 
He was to put dowji for a time the ferocity of the 
Orangeman by the physical force of the Catho- 
lic ; he wa^ to promise emancipation, as the price 
of UniQU : he was to forfeit that promise, when he 
had received the stipulated price : he tvas to leave 
the ungracious refusal to those, who were known 
unwilling to propose and unable to carry the 
measure. 

Lord Lord Cornwallis was as much the tool of Mr. 

liMhe ^ ' Pitt,* as his immediate predecessor Lord Cam- 

koolof den. 

Mr. Pitt 

• Lord Cornwallis was sent orer by Mr. ^ittfor three pur- 
poses { Ist^ To put down the rebellion, which was acquiring 
more strength, than the exciters of it had intended. 2d, To 
•force external union upon the convulsive struggles of an ago- 
nizing people. 3d/ To perpetuate internal discord, by keep- 
ing on foot a permanent body of intolerants, secretly sworn 
to proscription and persecution* AiWr the rebellion bad been 
completely extinguished in 1798, the Catholic was wanted and 
ftilsomely courted > by the Chief Goyemor to support the 

: Union* , Every thing soothing and flattering ^'as done, that 
was trivial. Xvery thing promised, that was important. No- 

-• thing 
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den. The degradation of Ireland, by the sur- 
render of her political existence had been the 

p 2 implacable 

thing harsh, grating, or irritating, wa<« in the mean time coun- 
tenanced or permitted. Internal union, harmony, and am* 
nesty were the stile, spirit, and order of the Castle. No 
sooner had the rebellion been put down, than Sir Richard 
Musgrave was set to work by the party, and with clerical and 
ether aid, he soon raked together an undigested heap of acri- 
monious falsehood and obloijuy, which he called Memoin qf 
t^e dijfftreni Rebellions in Ireland. His work was dedicated by 
permission to Marquis C^rnwallis, and was afterwards forced 
into circulation with more than the ordinary countenance of 
power. His liordship, it appears, in accepting the dedica-- 
tion of that work, which was completed, and might haTS 
been publbhed long before the Union was accomplished, ac:- 
companted the ' favor with an indispensible condition, that it 
should not make its appearance, till that great master«piece of 
Mr. Pittas policy should have been finally established. Tfae 
work was well known to Lord Cornwall is to be of so irritating 
a nature to the Catholics, as to endanger the measure of 
Union by the subtraction of their support had it appeared, 
whilst opposition could be available. The Union passed. 
Lord Corn wallis's reason for keeping the work suppressed wbs 
g4^ne by. The injunction was dissolved. The work appeared. 
Lord Cornwallis in a private letter disclaimed his acceptance 
of the acrimonious cahimny. Sir Richard Musgrave's warmth in 
sopportihg the Union, traducing Ireland, and calomniatingithe 
Catholics, was rewarded by the collectorshipof the City of Dub- 
lin Excise. A valuable appointment, which he still enjoys. It 
was not given to himby Lord Cornwallis,' for that might hot 
tiave been consistent $ but by Lord Hard%vicke, his successor, 
before the worthy Baronet had enjoyed an opportunity of ren- 
dering any services tb-hie Government In hittorical discos- 
<«ion the private virtues and feelings a( the man are absorbed 

in 
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implacable resolve of that ambitious Statesman, 
ever since her rejection of his commercial propo- 
sitions 

HI llie piibHc ctiftiiacter allotted lo tlie indivkiMaK The per- 
i8«rhal m^U of Lard Hardwiuke stand eminently opnipicuous. 
Btttnihen ho accepted of the Vice-roysUty ef Ireland, iindet 
the Adniiniiitratian of Mr. Ad<lington» he ftiood before the 
publie enveloped, not only with the mauUe of royal aqthor 
(ity, but of personal responsibiiity foir his proper nlaDl^i^eQlent 
ei the executire powers of gOTernment in Ireiaiid. The par 
tvoBage of the -Crowd of Ireland flew^ immedi^Ltely frani 
hinir aa representing the person and eicecuting the s^preqn^ 
will of the Sovereign. What confidence ^ben could the Irish 
people roposf) in that ('Qveruer, who in the very e^set, of his 
Adnlinistfalion (bonght ^t to be^ilow the vatuabl^ ippoLntEoeikt 
of colkcHvshipof tb^City of Dublin Excise upo9 •Sir Richard 
Muagrafe the notorious Iraducer of his country^ falsifier of her 
lHfltory> nnd dtstuvb^r of her peacf . One of the biti acti^ of 
Lend Comwallis, was to s^ppriste thait BfBironet, through Sir 
£. B. Ultlehales* onthel24tU IVIarcb» 1901, ''tb^thadhis 
*^ ExceUency been appriaied ef the contents and nature of tbe 
*< work, he'^ould never have lent the sanction of his aantie 
«* to a beok« which tends so slr^NEigly to revire the dreadliil 
^* animosities, which haye so long distracted this country, and 
** which it. is the duty of every good subject to oadeavQur to 
' *' compose*'' On^ of ib^ Hmk acV^ 9f Lord li^4wicke'# Go- 
. vemment, ms to rewaitl Ibis npiip^- qf t^niniosiiy by the ap- 
pointmeiit to a tnost valuable site^tim^ in the collection of the 
revenn«> What Ire Uie obvious refieclions upon this traasaQ- 
tioa } That the Baronet did ibe work pf bis task-masters ; 
aad though .one of them squeamisUiy disclaimed bis order, 
3ret another in support of the systom paid the wages of his 
contract, ud permitted him to onlargf a^ extend by two 
that very work^ which had b^en so formally de* 

nounced 
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sitions in 1785. With this view he debauched^ 
Ireland, under the Duke of Rntland. He le- 
established iler depcndxmce upon the British Mi- 
nister through the Marquis of Buckingham.* 
He weakened her under the Earl of Westmore- 
land. He tantalized and taunted her by the 
transit of Earl Fitzwilliam. He exasperated hor 
under the Earl of Camden. He debased her 
Under Marquis Coniwallis. And by continuing 
the Earl of Hardwlcke in his Government, he 
insidiouftiy rivetted by pretending to lighten her 
fetters. To each governor he allotted his part. 
Lord;} Westmoreland and Camden he handed 
over without reserve or eontroul to his Irish ma* 
nagers : those very men, whom he permitted on 
certain conditions to monopolize for a time the 
wh<^ power of the State, under the insidious 

pretext 

nounced a« tending to revive tbe di^^^ful animoaitie^ of the 
couniryf which it was the duty of every good subject to com- 
pose. To the public virtues of which of the three actors in 
this trapsactioQ does Ireland owe the most gratitude ? The uor 
cerity of the Marquis, the delicacy and justice of the £vU 
or the patriotisiD of the Barooet ? 

* On the Gala given in Dublin upon the King's recovery, 
%i\Mt tbiut nobleman had regained his majority in parliament 
ggaiost the patrioUc* supporters of tbe Prince of Walts's right 
to an unfettered regency* he proposed^ afler the health of 
their NU^esties had been drunk* not inerely in priority tO| but 
in eicclttsion to the Prince of Wales, the health of Mr. Pitt, 
the friend qf Ireland Iff 



ion. 
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pretext of supporting Proteslant ascendaticjf . For 
this he allowed them to wear the vjzor : he well 
knew the baseness of their servitude^ and the 
mischief of their deeds. Lords Comwallis and 
Hardwicke played Mr. Pitt's game as faithfiilly 
by curbing and chastening the pruriency and fe- 
rocity of the Orangeman, as Lord Camden had 
by permitting his managers to stimulate him to 
outrage. 

Conduct The nature of this disquisition requires a faith- 
grange- ^^ outline, at least, of the more prominent feats 
nen after of Orangemen, and of the understanding, which 
subsisted between them and the Government 
during the interval between the close of the re- 
bellionv and the birth of its forced jand unnatural 
issue the Union. Veneris ^nonumenta nefanda . 
When Mr. Pitt came to look closely down the 
precipice, to the verge of which he had forced 
this valuable portion of his Majesty's inlieri- 
tance,* he recoiled with horror at his own teme- 
rity, and insidiously enlarged the powers of the 
chief governor to any extent, which in his dis- 
cretion he might find necessary to impress the • 

people 

♦ When Dr. M'Nevin was under examination of the Secret 
Committee, he answered a question put to him hy Sir John 
Parneli^ thus. ** People agree, that if the insurrection of a ' 
". few counties in Leinster, unskilfully as it was directed, was 
** so near overthrowing the Government, a general rising 
" would have freed Ireland/' (p. 77.) 



Ill 

people with a conviction, that a permanent in- 
version of the system was sincerely meant* 
Little anxious was he for the coilsequences of 
future disappointment and indignation of the peo- 
ple, provided the temporary deception answer- 
ed his purpose of ensnaring them into the Union- 
Caution and tenderness were in the mean time 
strongly recommended not to drive the ascend- 
ancy party into revolt, but occasionally to be- ^ 
stow honors and rewards on some of their more 
violent leaders, should' it be found necessary to 
keep them steady in their ratnks, and above all to 
prevent desertion and disunion amongst the sub - 
alterns sworn into their service by the oath of 
secrecy. . To the effects of these instructions are 
to be ascribed the knighthood and pension con- 
ferred on Sir Thomas Judkin Fitzgerald, the She- 
riff of Tipperary, against whom a jury had 
foun^ £500 damages, for haying flogged nearly 
to death a respectable gentleman, Mr. Wright,* 
. merdy for having in his pocket a note of excuse, 
written in the Freiich language. Parliament, On 
the virtuous opposition of Mr. Yelverton, re- 
jected his petition to be indemnified in that in- 
stance, but instantly passed an act to indemnify 
all Magistrates and officers prospectively, who 
should exceed the law in like cases. He was 
'honoured and rewarded, as stated^ 

The 

t N. B. He 18 second cousia to Mr. Shaw, the nenber for 
Dublin. 
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Orangism The keeping certain corps of Qrange Yeo-, 
reWHon ^^^^Y ^^ permanent duty for iusufiicicnt or worse 
was put reasons itiust be laid to the like account. Cer- 
^^ "• tain commanders of these corps, in the county 
of Tipperary fabricated, secreted, and disco- 
vered pikes in parts of the country, which Were 
perfectly tranquil, in order that they might be in 
the receipt of their, men's pay, who were all 
their tenants^ and which they withheld for rent. 
Those same gentlemen w^ere aUo in tlie uncon- 
trouled habit of holding mock sessions over their 
bottle, after dinner, under the insurrection act, 
and sentencing without trial to transportation 
any of thefr neighbours they foimd troublesome 
or disagreeable, that were brought before them.* 
The patricide aloni3 would suppress the crying 
enormity of orders systematically givien to the 
different corps of yeomanry, into whioh, says 
their advocate and encomiast. Sir Richard Mus-^ 
grave,! ** the loyal Orangemen, were histatitly 
" admitted, and of which they formed by far 
** the most considerable part/' The feelings and 
judgment of the reader are most specially sum- 
moned to be alive to every circumstance attend- 
ing the' deliberate and inhuman murder of Tlio- 
mas Dogherty by Hugh Woll^^han. 

Thomas 

* RexY, iVhite^lf Gnir^* B. E. Mi6h.J800; Wlmefiieae 
■and many more outrageous doings of those Magistrates are 
' proTed bjT numerous affidavits filed in the cause. 
I Strict 4*5. 
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Thoma^ Doghjerty wa4 ' ^ '^ch M lyiog on Mctrderof 
the. Jap of his mother in h^ir C2|bin, in which si- ^y^^^]^ 
tuatiOii lie \^$ most inhumanly mufdered by laghana 
Wollaglmit a Yeomaih* For thisiatroeious mur- j^d^iu*"' 
ilcr WoUaghun was l?roughfc.ti>i^rial before a consc- 
court martial, pf which the EarJrof Eoniskilten '*'*^'*^^ 
was president.! Every <:ireiimst^Qt:e of aggra-^ 
yi^tiou was fully proved. . Np atjtofiipt wa§ made 
to disprove a particle of th^ evtdende; . But^ a 
justi(icatipn was set up, that* the^ horrid mt^rder 
had be^n committed ; under a regular order of 
the comnvanding , officer. ^ Ab4 : ' what forsooth 
was fhat order? That if t^y \Yeoman on. a 
scouring party (which were almpJt daily) ihotdd 
meet with, any^ whom he knew or suspected to be^ 
a rebel, he need not be at the trouble of bringing 
him fn, but was to shoot him on tht spot. This 
btdtXy and the constant acting up to it by the 
cofi>8 was proved by one private, one seijeant, 
and two lieutenants of Yeonmnry. ' Captain Ar- 
cher Wore, that Wollaglian was a sober and di- 
ligent man, ready to obe}' his-officerSj and an 
acquisition to the corps. Captain Gore con- 
firmed Captain Archer's evidence irt every parti- 

' . Q cular ; 



• / 



^ The . partic ulan of t^is ixio v iDg case ^re minutely d^aikd 
ia Hist. Rev. 3 vol. p. SID. 

f The other members of the court-martial were 
Major Brown, L. I. D. * CfiptaiQ Irwin, Fermanagh, 
Captain Onge, cUtto, ^ Captain Carter,; R. 1. D. 
Capt. Leslry, Fermanagh, Lieut^ant Summers, 6&th^ 
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cultt; SLnAaSiMy that othbr eorps Iili4 ^iinilar 
OFcteri in other diMridtd. Htrt the deftnce 
closed^ Mt4 Ihe eodrl aciipiftt^H! the prisMWr. 
Need it be <^li8etV6d, tha« here dn OMitige «inlr- 
dtttt wa§ iicquifted by symj^fAiMnig Orimge 
judges Md jurymen. A eoorf hia^tial Mtti upen 
oath in both eharaetem. The profligacy itas too 
rauk, Ikot tobe publiely M%matiteed by Lord 
Corawallis. "Hie Union w^ yet at an it^ful Had 
unceftam distance; and he had it in commaad 

» 

to permiade the peo|)le, that he was sent 6ver to 
invert the syfetew of Oraivge impunity and re«nu- i 
nemtion. The ftltowing official letter was ac- 
cordingly written to General Craig. 

" Dublin, October 18, J 758. 

" stR, ; 

^^ Having laid before the Lord Ueutemant 
tlie proceedings off a general court martial, 
held by your orders in Dublin Barrack^^ on 
*' Saturday the 1 3th instant, of which Colonel, 
^' the Earl of Enniskillen is president, I am di- 
^' rected to acquaint youy that his Excellency 
entirely (disapproves of tlie sentence of the 
above court martifil acquitting Hugh Wol- 
*^ iaghan of a cruel and deliberate murder, of , 
** which by tlje clearest evidence he appears to 
** have been guilty. Lord Corn\val1is or(iers 
^' the court martial to be immediately dissolved, 
'^ and. directs, that Hugh Wollaglian be dis- 

'. " missed 



If 
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" mi^s^d from the corj^ of Ycocqf qry, in which 
'^ bes^n^ed^ and th^t be shall uQt b^ reG«i?«d 
** into auy ptbcr corps of Yeoojuwy in tbi^ 
•* kingdom. His . Excellency further Swires, 
'^ that the above may be read to %h» president 
*^ aqd the members of tlie com;f;inartial in op^q 
*^ court. I have the honor to be. Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble Servant, 

" H. Tatmb, Se^C, 
*' I^ieut. Gen. Craig, &c. &c. 

" p. S. I am also directed, that a new court 
'* martial be immediately convened^ for the trial 
'^ of such prisoners, as may be brought before 
** them, and that none of the officers, who sat 
" upon Hugh WoUaghan be admitti^ as mem- 
'' hers.'* 

In the year 1 799, amongst several regiments Orange, 
of English militia, which had volunteered their "f°P"^ 
services to help to put down the rebellion, was amongst 
that of Cambridgeshire, commanded by the Earlf?*®^** 

° , •' lish regi- ' 

of Hardwicke. Hence several circumstances ments. 
liighly material to this disquisition have come 
to light, which would otherwise have been bu- 
ried like so many others in Orange darkness. 
It appears, tliat the Orange emissaries were very 
active in proselytising amongst the different 
corps th.ea nevjrly arrived from jEJngland. When 
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the rnisuspicio&s "character of the Englisti is con* 
sklered, and thfc natural forwardness of the sol- 
dier to profess -e^eo to oetent^tion his zeal and 
. loyalty for the King is^taken into the scale, no 
wonder, that by plausible affectation of extraor- 
dinary loyalty und Jzeal for religion, many Eng*- 
lishmen were induced to becbtne members of so- 
cieties, whiph professed tp h^ve no otlier, than 
these laudable pbjects in view. No preliminary 
communicaticin of the terms or obligation, no 
probationary trial preceded thetngageroent. Un- 
guarded confidpjice induced several English offi'^ 
pers and spldiers to swear to the Orange obliga-r 
tion. Reflection could only ensue the know- 
ledge acquired by having sworn. The shame 
and repentance at having blindly entered into 4 
solemn obligation on oath, the personal drea4 
pf divulging the secrets of men of no mild or 
forgiving dispositipn, the conspientjous quahns 
at having taken an oath either of extenkination^ 
or of conditional allegiance^ operated variously 
upon the reflecting and penitent minds of th? 
unthinking jurors, and left them all under con-^ 
siderable, and different degrepsj of embarrass- 
ment and perplexity.* 

The 

*/ These eHects have not been ubfrequent even amongst the 
Irish. . Bbt few haye the resplutioQ tp avow ttv^ir own shaine 
or repf ptanpe at wh^t they hav^ ufiadvliiBdIy llon^. The au* 
thor has been assured by a gentleman of teracity, that he wag 
Qnc of a mixed company of 27^^ ^ho din^d with Sir Williani 

St^mner 
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The Hbble •crdlond of the Cambridgeshire mi- Lord 
iitia, by some means or other became so stronglv ^.^^^ 
impressed with the misdiief of thoie Orange order 
Societies (none Mheftheii-fexisted in Ireland),*^'"?* 
that he found it ekpedi^ht to issue the foUowitig into 
OfderJ - • P^"S« 

^ 4 . - lodges, 

'''Duhlin,' April 17, 17994 

., » - ' ■ • • . 

. '• REGIMENTAL ORDER. 

^* Tlie Earl of Hai'dwicke having been in-. 
V formed, that several lodges and societies exist 
** in this town, and other parts of Ireland, 
formed for party, and other mischievous pur- 
poses, under various denominations, makes^it 
his particular request to all the oiBcers not to 
suffer themselves to become members of any 
*' of them. And all non-commissioned ptBcers 
" and soldiers are strictly forbidden to be mem- 
bers of any such lodges or societies, or to 
frequent them under any pretence. Any man 
'^ discovered to have transgressed this order, 
^^ must expect the consequences of such disobe- 

» ** dience/' 

Stamer (the present Lord Ma3'or of I)ublin). When tfcat 
gentleman said openl}- at Iiia own t^ble, in the presence, and 
to the visible mortiBcation of several' Brother OrangemeVi, 
that after long importunities he had a(t last b^en sworn in an 
Orangeman : that he had attended one lodge nigHt/' but' tliat 
fjo eartWy consideration should ever induce bihi to 'kltchd* 
another, " ^ 



it 

a 
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*' Uieacc." Lard Han)\vicl|Le;l)^ fifU cmlil for 
having acted in thia ia»t44ce ^(^ightly and pni- 
deatly« M Qolopel of tb^ C^fnl^idgeabUe mi^ 
litia, luviQg qo control)! o\ex. ofh^ persoiis in 
Ir<bmd, than thosey who compo^ bia owii f^ 
gimpnt, he forbad his men, as far as his powor 
over them eo^tended, to become Orangemen ; be- 
cause the Orange Societies were formed for party 
and other mUcUevous purpua. Lord Hard- 
wicke then was too honorable and too honest to 
pass a sentence at the head x>f his regiment of 
such indiscriminate reprobation, against societies 
loudly professing the most refined zeal and loy- 
alty for Church and King, unless he well knew 
their professions belied their principles and their 
practices. His Lordship then acted upon the 
unchecked impulse of his native feeling and 
judgment He was ^till unmannacled by po- 
litick. * 

Hie 

^ In the year 1804', the author published ft Posth'minoua 
^Preface to bis Historical Review of the State of Irelaiid, in 
whiril be -said " that the quintescence of Orangism was ne- 
«< cessarily ppoducttye of dinunion and enmity between the 
^ npusmben of the Oriin^e clubs and those> who could not be 
'' admitted into them. The prevailing belief, that their Vicc-i 
^' rpy, when colonel of the Cambridgeshire militia» had been 
'^ ^wQrn into 9n Orsmge lodge> (the author h9& not attempted 
" ta verify the fact) tepd^ to weakes the persooid confidence 
'< oCtbofl^i wh6 considered eil OratigeineA indiscrjm^i&tely 
f bounden by ties ai^ engagements adverse to the'Catliplic 

'' interestii. 
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Th? verification, of the fact of Lord Hard- 
wicke's haying been sworn into an Orange lodge 
in the year 1799, isr not matter of mere curiositjr. 
It is not; to be presumed, that au(^r be had pub- 
lished that. {HTohibition . to his regiment, over 
which alone he , had cpntroul, to become mem- 
bers erf any ^iich society, formed for party and 
other mischievous purposes^ he hiipself should 

have 

*\ >irf(ereBtt» EDd who experimentally remarked the exclusiye 
*' •prefttrence and prediieGtion of the .members <)f that society 
*' ill th^ dispensation of grace and &vor from the Castle." 
iVteh the 2d Edition of that Pi-eface was in the press in Dai)- 
)in, Mi^. Ale^linder Mttrsden, tliemost confidential lind actke 
l3ccr«taiy under LordiHurdvrijckt, delivered to tihe author's 
publisher a 'copy tf the above regimental order, which he tie- 
sired might be transmitted to him in London;; but without 
message or comment. It was received, and inserted in the 
!2i1 edition, with some approprrafte observations founded upon 
■wishes almost amounting to conviction, that his £xccilency 
never had been sworn into an Orange lolge. Having since 
that t?rtie gone through a' labortousr invesltigAtion of that whole 
system, the Jtothor now finds tenfold necessity for urging hi*^ 
conchidiwg obfjcrtation upon *that regimental order, contained 
in the Dublin edition of his 'Post! imi nous Preface, puUIished 
by Fttzp^i-ick, in 180*. ^* li \i to be Iaiin>nted; that when 
** this uoMeCdloneVbedame the ClYief'Gmrertior of li-ehmd* 

.'*• 's0mef act of state w^s not passed iltjr checking or breaking 
** up all those Ibdges or societies /c^rfti^(/ yj^r party and other 

'** mischievoits purposes, the evil t^ndtirtcy o4* which his LorJ- 
" ship once so clearly 'saw atrd prudently guarded his regi- 
'* mentag:iinst." 
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have entered amongst them.* The knowledl^e of 
the mischievous nature and purposes of £he 
Orange societies, produced that* excellent order 
from Lord Hardwicke. Within two yeafs from 
the date of it' he was appointed Chief Governor 
of Ireland. ' XhenqefoVih every relation' between 
him and the Orange societies altered. But the 
purpose's of the societies* were not chariged. Nor 
did his Lordship *s knowledge of those purposes 
cease. It would be irregular now to anticipate 
that noble lord's conduct, durifig' an • administra- 
tion of fiv0 yearis; it will form thfe principal 
part of the ensuing volume. But from the tijne 
his Lordship enlisted hims^f- in the sen-ice of 
Mr Addington, who entered' into office under 
the avowed pledge of rc?sistiri'g Catholic claims, 
he was initiated into the use, which was to be 
made of these praetorian band? : jtie fqund that 

the 

. • • • * 

* After much enquiry the nQthor has not ascefUined 
the fact. Had not his Lordbsip been sworn. in> some de- 
nial or disclsumer would probably have aqcompanied the 
'Copy of the regimental order, which appears to have been 
given with the direct view of negativing that .supposition. 
Ijis Lordship having once dined at Mr. fier^sfocd's riding- 
liouse by special invitation from all the Orange Lodges of 
Dublin, who collect|;d there on that occasion, it was not 
unreasonable to presupie him a member of their body. It 
is however no proof of his having been initiated. His 
Lordship's conduct, when at the head of the Government, 
furnished no grounds for counteracting that general pre^ 
sumption. But Orange secrecy baffles all enquiry. 



the party and other mischievous purposes, for 
which those societies were formed, made the 
basis of that system, to the support of which he 
had lent his character and name. The conscious 
knowledge of the purposes, for which the Orange 
societies were formed, casts a peculiar shade up^- 
on every act of his government, by which th^ 
Orangemen were actively or passively atfected. 
Be it generally observed, that during Lord Hard- 
wicke's administration of five years, no vice-regal 
act was passed, which bore the most di>tant ana-- 
logy to the regimental order of the 1 7th of April 
1799. 

Destructive and horrible as have been the Evil of 
enormities of Orangemen upon the nation since ^^^^^fm 
, their institution, yet the evil of instituting the oo foot* 
society, giving countenance to its progress, and 
indemnity to its outrages is far short of the 
mischief of keeping it on . foot, and embodied 
under the protection and favor of government. 
Their former excesses were a temporary breach 
of internal peace and concord : their subsistence 
is a perpetuation of national rancor and dis- 
union. The existence of such a body is incom- ^ 
patible with the welfare and prosperity of Ire- 
land : and without the full and cordial energies 
of Ireland, the British empire cannot withstand 
the enemy. With the late political involutions 
of empires the revolution in the mind of man 

R has 



has kept pace. In some instances it has im- 
proved. However civil freedom may have stif- 
fered, rehgions slavery and persecution have eve- 
ry where ceased to exist, except in this Protestant 
united kingdom. We have ever been shamefully 
t^rdy in following the most enlightened example, 
when it originated from the continent. After 
how many years of bigotted pertinacity did 
Lord Che«teFfield shame us out of the stupidity 
of rejecting the Gregorian calendar, and adopt- 
ing the New Stile ? 

Mischief That serious conviction of the national mischief 
of coun- (yffii^ Orange societies, which has broujs^ht forth 

tenancing , ^ 

known this disquisition^ necessary calls for the disclo- 
sure of some facts in illustration of the sys- 
tem * carried on out of the intervening period 
between -the rise of Orangism on the 21st of 
Septi6tn&er 1795-, and the commencement of the 

-Union on the 1st of January 1801. The sin- 
gular and astonishing circumstance of Lord 
Hardwicke's prohibiting 1000 men under his 
military and qualified command in 1799, to be- 
come members of any of those societies^ which 
he knew and declared to he formed for party 

' and other misdnevoiis purposes, and his not for- 
bidding nor preventing one out of five millions, 
over whom he soon after exercised sovereign 
coimmand for five years, from becoming a mem- 
ber of those very societies, which during that 

period 
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period he cherished and kept embodied, forms a 
political problem, wh'^ch it would be hardly safe 
to resolve.* Eleven years have elapsed, 8iD.ce 
Lord Hardwicke, as colonel of a militia regiment 
found it necessary, for the good of his Majesty's 
service, to publish the regimental order of th? 
i'^h of April 1799. During five of these 
years his lordship exercised by deputation the 
executive p<^wer of Government in Ireland, and 
Omngism was preserved and strengthened in 
spirit and numbers. At the close of the 
eleventh year from tlie issuing of that regi*" 
mental order, a General commanding an im^ 
portant district in England finds it neces^ 
«ary for the good of the service, and the 
security of the state, to pronounce in general 
orders, a stronger condemnation of the Orange 
system in 1810, than Lord Jlardwicke had 
in 1799- The reflecting reader will, with 
surprize, and not withont horxor ami dbmay^ 
mark the identity of ground, the similarity off 
tendency, and the increased necessity of the 
latter order, 

The 

' • The revolting deprsivitiea^ which St. Paul so strongly de- 
picted as objects of abhorrence and avoidance to Christians, iti 
his Epistle to the Romans, , were seen and perhaps practised 
:by the Philosophic Bard> aod other leading -men of his day; 
but Video meliora probofue ; deteriora sequor. The decline and 
#tll of Roman greatness rapidlyfoUowed. 
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General ^hg Uth Infantry lately formed part of the 
bume's brigade under the command of Major General 
orders Cockburne, then quartered at Chehnsford in 
Orang- £63ex. That regiment had been lately recruited 
entirely from the Irish militia, of whom a large 
poKion were Orangemen. Scarcely had they 
arrived, than they began to display, (as the 
North Cork had been taught by their Colonel) 
the inflammable insignia of their order Orange 
ribbands and emblems at their breasts ; and as 
the North Cork did at^Wexford, they attempt^ 
ed to form Orange lodges, and propagate their 
order in Essex.* The party and other mischieoous 
purposes of these proceedings were not per* 

ceived 

* Iq the sixth y^ar of the Orange D}'nasty one agad indi- 
visible, when Thomas Verner was Grand Master, and John 
Claudius Beresford Grand Secretary, the prospective views of 
the body at large, and the special mission of their individual 
digniuries were enlarged to prepare the ways of peace and 
union over the whole fa^ of the empire. Their s^al was to 
be no longer sainted to Ireland : but fvom the (Oth of January 
1800, (the memorable aeraof the revision and ultimate settle- 
ment of their legislative code) it was to range over a wider 
field> as the blessedi precursor and co-operator in the incorpo^ 
ration of the two kingdoms. It may accordingly be seen, that 
what General Coqkburue has found necessary to resist in th^ 
year 18IQ« had been preordained ten years before by the in* 
spired pode of the Orange Institute. The lOth of their 
•ecret articles, having this extension of their societies in view, 
tpacts, ^ that any Orangeman, whp acts contrary to these 
** rules, shall be ei(pelled« and the same reportted to all Utfl 
^ Ipdges in the kingdom a^d ^Iseuika-c.*^ 
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ceivcd by their British fellow-soldiers, to whom 
the principles and practices of the Orange So- 
cieties were yet unknown. Tiie rancor and pro- 
vocation manifested thereupon by such of the 
Irish recruits, as were not Orangemen, became 
alarming, and General Cockburne, whose head 
and heart do credit to his country, well knowing 
the fatal consequences of the encouragement 
given to the mischievous system of Orangtsra ia 
his native land, issued the following 

♦' GENERAL ORDERS. 
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It is Majar General Cockbume's positive 
order, that no soldier in the garrison presume 
to wear any badge or mark of party. Com- 
manding officers of regiments, and all offi- 
cers are to confine any man, who dares to 
wear any ribband or emblem, which might 
create disputes amongst the men. Officers 
*^ and soldiers are to wear their uniform in gar- 
rison strictly according to the King's regula- 
tions. It must be evident, that this order ap- 
•* jilies chiefly to the Irish soldiers. The mis- 
'* chief, which all such party divisions occasion 
** to the State is unfortunately too severely felt 
'* in Ireland : nothing of the kind can be al« 
^' lowed of here. Soldiers have no concerns 

'' with 
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with such matters. They should serve his 
Majesty and their country tvith unanimity^ 
" which it is impossible for them to do, if a 
'* spirit of party be allowed in a battalion." 

Effects of The pure loyalty, which dictated these orders 
those or- jq General Cockburne, in order to keep out the 
spirit of Orangism from his district, more thao 
justifies the author's attempt, to exposeits effects 
Upon a population of five millions, whose peace 
and happiness it renders unattainable, and whose 
cordiality in defence of the empire it paralizes or 
extinguislies. Whoever knows the situation of 
a' mine, cannot innocently perijnit his friends 
without warning to expose themseU^s to the 
explosion.* 

The 

• Proof of Orange perseverance in persecuting an indivi- 
daal for 15 years demonstrates the enflamed continuance of 
that rancorous ferocity, in which the society was engendered, 
and which it can only lose with its existence. It has heen be- 
fore observed, that Mr Coile had been driven from Lurgan 
for having made a successful stand against some Orange Ma- 
gistrates of Armagh ; and that he fled to Dublin, whither 
]9ersecution had followed him. Passing over for the present a 
variety of flagrant revenge exercised upon him by the Orange 
party during the space of time, which comprises the history of 
the ensuing vohime, it is fitting to call the attention of the 
reader by anticipation to a recent document, which becomes 
important by exhibiting the unabated implacability of 
that party. In the proceedings of the Trustees qf the Linen 
wid Henipen Mamtfactures of Ireland^ from the 5th qfJufy 1 809 » 

ia 
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Hie great question of emancipating between Question 
four and five millions of his Majesty's subjects, k^ E*^a^ 
awaiting the deliberation of the Imperial Parlia- cipation. 
ment is not to be frittered into insignificancy, 
nor defeated by forced squabblings about royal 
vetos^ bickerings upon accredited agency, or 
shiftings behind violated pledges and retracted 
errors. It is a question of truth and justice: 
they are invariable, and will ultimately prevail 
even against the intolerancy of irreligious 
bigots ill place, and the inveteracy of Orange 
executioners in their pay. Grattan still lives to 
pour in upon the Imperial Parliament that tor- 
rent 

to the 5th qf January 18 10, (p. 77.) a{^ears the following 
extract. 

^ At a meeting of the Trustees, &;c. on Tuesday the 10th 
" of October 1809. 

** Right Hon. David La Toucbe in the Chair. 

" Earl of Leitrim, Sir Neil O'Donnell, Bart. 

^' Lord Norbury, Richard Gervas Ker, Esq. ■"' 

*' A Memorial from Bernard Coile and William Galway 
" Dixon, Linen Merchants, was presented and read, praying 
« rooms in the Linen Hall to expose their (inens for sale, as 
" from the large consignments they have received, their house in 
'^ Linenhall-street is totally inadeTquate to answer that par- 
•* pose/' 

" Ordered, 
*' That said Memorial be rejected." 
Vide note, p. SO. 
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Tcut of eloc|uence, which astonished ami con* 
founded the corrupted phalanx in the Iri^h Par- 
liament in 1795. Great intermediate events have 
justified his words, and he is entirely devoted to 
co-operate with his country towards their a6-» 
complishment. *' Go to France, (said he then, 
and will again say) go to Ameiica, carry your 
properties, manufactures and families to some 
land, that may admit you to a freedom you 
shall never participate in your own. This is a 
sentence, that requires the malignity of a 
demon, and the omnipotence of a God. You 
'* are not competent to pronounce it Believe 
** me, you may as well stamp your foot upon 
the earth, and expect by tha[t resistance to 
stop the diurnal revolution, which advances 
you to the morning sun, that is to shine alike 
on the Catholic and the Protestant, as you 
can hope to arrest the progress of the other 
lights of justice and reason, which approach 
*' to liberalize the Protestant and liberate the 
Catholic Even now the question is on its 
way, and making its destined and irresdstibJe 
progress, which you with all your authority^ 
have no power to controul, any more than any 
** other great truth or ordinaince of nature or 
law of motion, which mankind is free to con- 
template, but cannot counteract. Such is the 
** justice linked with their cause, and such is 

'* the 
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^^ the strengthi that sets fbrth their applica- 
'* tion.'' 

It would be foreign from the purpose of this dis- Insiatm* 
quisition to follow the manoeuvres, by which Lord ^y<>fp"^- 
Cornwallis and his underiing Lord Cfistlereagh emancU 
accomplished the summit of Mr. Pitt'^ imme^ patiwu 
diate ambition, tbe degradation and emascula- 
tion of Ireland by legislative union. When that 
object had been obtained by a managed majority 
of fifty-eight, Mr. Pitt and his colleagues slu^lc 
out of office to make room for those satellites in 
his train, who were ready to perpetrate the deed, 
from which the projector shrunk. They quittefi 
office, leaving as their written pledge to the Ca^ 
tholics purported, many characters qf eminence 
(including of course their own) pledged not to 
enpbark in the service of Government, except an 
the term of the Catholic privileges being obtained. 
Afterwards Mr. Pitt returned to office under ^ 
counter-pledge of never bringing forward, or 
supporting the Catholic claims : and Lord Com^ 
wallis accepted of the government of India, but 
never stood up in Parliament to enforce them.* 

s U 

t 

* The interesting transactions of the downfal of Mr. Pitd 
administration will regularly occur in the ensping history^ 
They are here generally referred to, that the reader may 
not be left in total darkness, as to the denouement of th9(t 
fiece of politics^ in which Mr. Pitt rested his reputation with 

post«ritjr 
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Lord It requires no great depth of reflection to per- 

Hs^ keeps' ^^^^^i that Lord Cornwallis by an external change 

up the of 

Orange- 

posterity. In deference to his readers, the author here thinks 
.it proper to repeat in print (Vide his Postiliminous Preface, p. 
33.) that, " whilst he gave credit to his Majesty's ministers 
" ^ *' for sincerely following up the Union with all the advanta- 
^* ges it was capable of« the primary object of his writing the 
" Historical Review qf the State qf Ireland^ was io' convert 
" the truth of Irish history into evidence of the utility and 
^' advantages of incorporate Union. It was but consistent, 
*' therefore, that the historian should, as far as truth would 
" biRar him out, commend the system of Lord Cornwallis's 
" administration, which certainly became indirect censure 
** upon the opposite system pursued by his predecessors,** 
The author fairly owns, that up to the month of September 
1 804, at which time he had a conference with Mr. Adding- 
ton on the subject, he gaye Lord Cornwallis unreserved credit 
for having endeavoured sincerely to defeat and overturn the 
former system of governing Ireland, and substituting libera- 
lity and justice in lieu of intolerance and acerbity. He wa? 
Further confirmed in those sentiments bv a letter, which he 
had then recently received from the Marquis containing these 
words, my sentiments with regard to Ireland are well known by 
the measures I pursued, and those which I recommended. Since 
that time, he has. from much research, experience and reflec- 
tion been compelled to reject the measures of some public 
men, as a criterion of their real sentiments. Upon Mr. 
Addingion's unexpected admission to place, he was for the 
first time initinted into the whole mystery of the preconcert, 
ed plan of promising and refusing emancipation to the Irish 
CaihoHcs. Flushed with the novel consequence of office, 
he boasted of the real views of his predecessors, which had 
been so specially confided to him to carry into final effect. 

He 
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of system bad even before tbe close of the year 
1798 not only put down the rebels, but curbed 
and tamed their more dangerous provokers the 
Orangemen. So far had he fulfilled his mission 
from Mr. Pitt to prepare the country for external 
union. The extension of the Orange systOTi in 
Wexford, after the close of that insurrection, 
the encreased acerbity of the Orangemen throligh- 
out that county, and the general opposition, 
which he every where experienced from them to 
his measures of lenity and concihatlon, must have 

S 2 convinced 

He had not yet completely fitted the glove of office to his 
hand. He was a new recruit, suddenly raised from the ranksj 
and spoke some truth. From that hoiir the author became 
truly sensible of his own want of political sagacity. Mr. 
'* Addington scouted tbe idea of any difference of principle 
<* or systeni in the two governments of Earl Gimden and Mar* 
** quis Cornwallis. It was an identity of spirit and principle^ 
^ applicable to the varying circumstances of a rising, raguig 
^' and expiring rebellion. Mr. Addington very significantly as- 
** sured the author, that he (the author) knew not the grounds, 
" views or motives of Lord Cornwallis's administration.'^ 
For the sake of poor, baffled and persecuted Ireland, the au- 
thor laments the truth then uttered. At the same interview 
Mr* Addington assumed official merit for standing in that 
house (in Downing street) by his pledged resistance to the Ca^ 
tholic claims, from which he was ftever to be moved. Ireland 
will not be insensible to the difierence of Lord Grenville's 
conduct from that of his colleague. His Lordship refused 
to return to power with Mr. Pitt, and spurned with indigna- 
tion the proffered pledge to bold place on the tenure of keep« 
iim back, aod resisting a measure supereminently necessary 
tg the4>re8ervation of the empire. 
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eonviAced his mind, that their subsistence as a 
body was utterly inconsistent with the internal 
Union and permanent security of the kingdom. 
With more ease might they have been then col- 
lectively extinguished, than individually restrain- 
6d from outrage. They were known to be unit- 
pd by secret and unlawful oaths ; and their con- 
duct had been notoriously atrocious. Had go- 
Temment sincerely wished internal and perma- 
nent concord, they would hate so completely 
I eradicated the plants of discord, as not to leave 

a chance for the hope of rescuscitation. They 
kept on foot the Society of Orangemen as a 
tdrps de reserve, and constituted them a body 
guard to the Irish party, which under the reli- 
gious cant of Protestant ascendancy, stipulated 
Ibr the continuance of their own monopoly of ci- 
vil power. From that moment, the insidious, spe- 
tiims and equivocal term Protestant aseendancy^ 
Was formally adopted, and became the rallying 
phrase and signal for calling together all OrangC 
Protestants, and many, who would have opposed 
it, had it been denominated by its true appella* 
tion of an Irish oligarchy under British ascen^ 
dancy. 

Import ol It falls not within the province of the histo* 
ProiJiam ^*^" ^ discuss philologically the import of terms 
asccndan- and phrases* He considers them to bear th# 

meanmg 
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meiining arid purport, which obviously direct the 
views and motives of the generality of mankind 
in acting upon them. The phrase Protestant 
usctndancy i^ ex vi termini open to an indefinite 
variety of interpretation. For the last fifteen 
. years and upwards it has received a specific and 
appropriate import, in the acceptation of which 
every part of the nation has acquiesced. From 
the acts themselves, not from the explanations, 
palliatives or justifications of the actors is the 
judgment to be formed. From the time that 
Ireland acquired legislative independence in 
1782, it ceased to be the language of the Castle, 
that the English interest or ascendancy was to be 
kept up. The power was to be supported, 
but the term was to be altered. Instead of 
English^ the more imposing word Protestant was 
amiexed to tliat ascendancy, which was actually 
kept on foot. When Mr Pitt had contrived to 
dash from the lips of the nation the cup of pro- 
mised and expected freedom, by betraying and 
deceiving the virtuous Fitzwilliam with the in- 
trigues of Mr. Beresford he set up the golden 
image of Protestant ascendancy y and * ^' sent to 
gather together the princes and governors, the 
captains, the judges, the treasurers, the coun- 
sellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the pro^ 
vinces, to come to the dedication of the image, 
which Nebuchadnezzar the King had set up.'* 

Au(J^ 

• Dam. iii. % 
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And they fell dozvn and icorshipped the golden 
image.'* However the phrase may from that 
hour have been understood by individuals, it 
was exclusively acted upon in the sense of 
direct opposition to Catholic concsesion. This 
appears evident from the address of the Grand 
Lodge to the Orangemen of Ireland, on the 
2i3t of January ^1800, precisely ten days af*- 
ter they had made their resolution to support 
the Protestant ascendancy (in this particular 
$ense) the basis of their obligation, the link 
of theii: secrecy and the measure of their alle- 
giance. In the minds of upright and unsuspec- 
ting Protestants, the support of the Protestant 
ascendancy would mean no more than to support 
the limitation of the Crown under the act of Set- 
tlement ; which is expressed in the most pointed 
manner in the oatli of allegiance taken by Ca- 
tholics, as well as by Protestants. In the affecta- 
tion of this ordinary and obvious sense of loy- 
alty do these renovated and refdrpied Orange- 
men hold themselves out to the nation as being 
associated to support and defend his Majesty 
Kng George J the constitution and lazvs of the 
country y and succession to the throfie in his Ma- 
jesty's illustrious house, being Protestants. To do 
this most Catholics had sworn, and every one 
was ready to swear, nearly in the words of thi^ 
Orange declaration. It is scarcely necessary tp 
it^mark, that whenever specific duties and senti- 
ments 



ments are introduced into oaths, they are ex- 
pressed in the most obvious, precise and unam- 
biguous words. Who would not expect from 
men voluntarily and solemnly laying before 
their countrymen the object of their associat- 
ing in so awful a juncture, that their obliga- 
tion and oath should be commensurate with, and 
condu >'ive to the ends of their association. How 
do they tally ? No Catholic would refuse to sub* 
mit or swear to the substance of that declaration. 
Most of them have actually done so. But the 
obligafion of an Orangeman runs in these words : 
/, j1. B. do solemnly and sincerely swear ^ of 
my own free zvill and accord, that *I will to 
the utmost of my power support and defend 
the present King George the Third, his heir^ 
and successors, as long as he bnd they support 
the Protestant ascendancy, STc* Here is an ab- 
solute declaration redundantly vaunting swomf 
and known duties, of which no man can .doubt, 
and which no man refuses. There is a condi- 
tional oath to support what no ten men may de- 
fine alike, and stint;ng the allegiance of the 
subject to his own arbitrary construction of 
the term Protestant ascendancy. In the com- 
mon acceptation of words, what man of sens^ 
would, what man of loyalty could subscribe 

such oath and obligation ? 

The 

* Rules ^nd reflations postal. 
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Efforts to The whole of the year 1799 was consumed 
the ^y Mr, Pitt and Lord Cornwallis, in^ preparing. 

Union, canvassing and courting for the Union. In and 
out of parliament, addresses, petitions, motions 
and proposals were made to forward and en^ 
sure that measure. No means were omitted, 
which were calculated to advance it from any 
quarter. Personal applications were made by 
the Lord Lieutenant in a viceregal tour through 
the kingdom to such members of parliament 
and persons of influence in the country, as he 
thought open. The amiable qualities and delu- 
sive pledges of the viceroy gained him more 
proselytes, than he had anticipated. To the 
Catholics he held out emancipation as the sure 
boon of their support. They trusted him, and 
he failed. To the Orangemen he pledged am- 
nesty and favour. They mistrusted him, and 
were preserved for future services. Even tliea 
was it doomed by Mr. Pitt,* that the ques- 

ti on 

* Conscious that sonte stdunch friends to Ireland give 
Mr. Pitt credit for sincerity in {all his declarations and 
pledges about her, and his real earottUiess and inability to> 
carry the question of emancipation, it becomes a painful 
dnfy to submit to the reader the grounds for difiering frosA 
that opinion. Against Mr* Pitt's actual resignation of office 
on that al lodged ground, must be placed his return to office 
\»r\(Uir a counter pledge, to hold back and resist the question, 
dLi^hv notoriously did, when brought forward by bis colleague 

Lord 
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tion of Catholic emancipation was to be brought 
forward and crushed by the Protestant ascen* 

T danc^ 

Lord Grenville. Mr. Pitt had long felt liimself absolute mas- 
ter of the Protestant ascaxdancy. In 1792 he received an ho- 
locamt to its omnipotence, when not a member of the Com- 
mons dared to stand up in his place to support the Catholic 
petition. But few montl» passed away, and the golden ob- 
ject of adoration was cast prostrate at the feet of that very 
Parliament, which now had it in command from the British 
minister, to grant the whole of what he had just forbidden 
them to listen to. Mr. Pitt might then have as easily carried 
the complete emancipation, as jthat portion of it, which was 
actually conceded. He held back enough to keep the Pr<K> 
iestant ascendancy and the Catholics in liis dcpendance. He 
had further views: and all was to be subservient to the Union. 
Had he not raised the Catholics into some political conse- 
quence by the act of \19S, their support of it would 
have been worthless. But his concession of so much com- 
manded the unreserved support of those, who trusted in his 
promises and pledges, that the whole should follow. The 
next year Mr. Pitt was made sensible, that Catholic influence 
became national strength : he foresaw in the growth of in- 
ternal concord the inevitable defeat of his favourite plan of 
external union. He was incensed at the loss of the aquili- 
brium, which he fancied he had secured : so rapid had been 
the descent of the Protestant ascendancy, since national har- 
mony had began to displace religious discord. The Catholic 
influence was to be lowered by fresh triumphs of the Pro^ 
. iestant ascendancy, Tfte Catholics were to be raised to the 
fiummit of expectation, in order to be let down with vio- 
lence, and weakened to impotency by the fall. The Protest- 
ant ascendancy was to be taken up iVom its late prostration 
by a renewed commission to divide, irritate and degrade. 

^gislative 
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dancyy whose managlement for a time he Tiad os*- 
tensibly renounced. 

Th<? 

Legislative Union could not be forced upon Ireland in health, 
vigour and harmony. It could only be imposed upon ber, 
in the fatal hour of exhaustion, debility and discord. The power 
tnd influence, which Mr. Pitt possessed (especially by th« 
coalition of the Whig party in England) in 1794 and 1795 
gave him more facilities to carry the whole question at that 
time, than he commanded of passing the previous concessions 
in 17^3. It is impossible, that the mind of Mr. Pitt Sfhouid 
not have been equally open to the merits of the question, in 
the years 1795, 1799 and 1801. Had it been acceded to in 
1795, it would have prevented a rebellion ; in 1799 it 
would have enabled Ireland to resist external Union; and 
in 1801 it would have preserved the country from the still 
unmeasured evil of ministers successively pledged by offi- 
cial tenure to thwart h(ir wishes, damp her energies, and 
perpetuate her proscripiion. Without fathoming private too- 
tives, historical evidence demonstrates, that Mr. Pitt as fully 
knew the fate of the Catholic question in 18C0, when by the 
delusive prospect of its success ^he cajoled the Catholic Into 
a support of the Union, as he did in 1801, when, by an- 
ticipating its failure, he took that pretext for retiring from 
•dice. It can never be forgotteH* that in the papers written 
by Mr. Pitt and Lord Cornwall is giv^n by the latter to Dr. 
Troy and Lord Fingall on the same day, Mr. Pitt assured the 
Catholics, that he would do his utmost to estabfish tlieir cause 
m tfie public, and prepare the way for tticir finally attttimng 
their objects . And Lord CornwalliAreminded than to be sen- 
sible of the benefit they possess, by having so many characters qf 
eminence pledged not to embark in tJie seivice of govominent, ex- 
cept on the terms of ihe Catholic privileges being obtained. 

They both did embark in the service of gcvernm«int, and 
the Catholic privileg^^ have not been obtained. Mr. Pitt, as 

the 
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The generality of Orangemen were inclivi- orange- 
dually adverse to the Union. They foresaw in men na- 
the absorption of their country's power the final ^"!^^„^ 
extinction of that very monopoly, by which they Unioa. 
subsisted. The Lord Lieutenant having success- 
fully treated with Lord Clare and Mr. Beres- 
ford, found himself strong enough to resist the 
exorbitant demands of Mr. Foster, and bad de- 
fiance to his powerful opposition to the measqre 
of Union. The Orangemen came to an under- 
standing with the Chief Governor, that pro- 
vided they were formally permitted to make 
Protestant ascendancy (in other words, future 
resistance to Catholic concession) not only 
the bond and ostensible test of their union, but 
the condition and measure of their allegiance, 
they would abstain, as a body, from opposing the 
Union, and so model and moderate the rules 
and regulations of their Society, that no up- 
right Protestant should in future be shocked 
with the oath of extermination, or deterred from 
entering into their Society by any pledge, ob- 
. ligation or oath unpalatable to the moH^t tender 
Protestant conscience. In pursuance of this un- 
derstanding, the following advertisement ap- 
peared in all the public prints. 

T2 GRAND 

the first minister of the Crown opposed them when brought 
forward. Lord Cornwall is never onee stood up to supp«^ 
them. 
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0;»"?« GKAND LODGE. 

advertisfe- 
ment not 

to inter- To the Orangemen of Ireland, 

fere with 

^"^''"' Dublhi, Jan. 21, 1800. 

The Grand Lodge of Irehmd observe with 
heartfelt satisfaction, that their former recom- 
niendation to their brethren to abstain, as 
Orangemen, from any discussion of the question 
of Union has had the happiest effects, in as much 
as it lias disappointed the sanguine and malig- 
nant ho|)es entertained by the enemies to religion 
and good order, that such discussion would 
be productive of discord amongst Orangemen. 
They now feel it their duty to offer some fur- 
ther observation:? ou the present juncture of 
.^fFajrs. 

, Orangemen in different capacities, as Mem- 
bers of Parliament, Grand Jurors, Freeholders 
and Members of Corporate Bodies, have op- 
portunities of debating the important question , 
of an Union. But it is the earnest entreaty of * 
the Grand Lodge, that as a Society, they wiH 
continue silent, for as every Orangeman, how- 
ever zealous, may, an4 no doubt will frc-m local 
circumstances conceive different ideas of the 
subject, the discussion of a question of such 

magnitude 
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magnitude involving not only great imperial 
topics, but also matters of local advantage and 
local disadvantage must unavoidably create a 
division in opinion, and an house divided against 
itself cannot stand. It is therefore recommended 
to all Orangemen to keep in mind the great ob- 
ject, for whicli they have associated, to wit. 
' We associate to the utmost of our power to 

* support and defend his Majesty King George 
' the Third, the constitution and laws of this 
' country, and the succession to the throne in 
' his Majesty's illustrious house being Protes- 
' tants, for the defence of our persons and pro- 

* perties, and to maintain the peace of our couji- 

* try : and for these purposies we will be at all 
' times ready to assist the civil and military 
' powers, in the just and lawful discharge of 

* their duty," and to avoid as injurious to the 
institution all controversy upon subjects not 
counccted with our principles, 

Thomas Verner, Grand Master, 
John C. Beresford, Grand Sec. 

Shortly before this time the Orangemen, then Newrules 
organized into a very numerous Society, had re- ^"^ ^^^"^^ 
vised their statutes and ordinances, and reduced the Socic- 
them in to a more plausible and more insidious form. ^ ^^ 
As secrecy however was the soul of their mstitu- meo. 

tion, 
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tion, these new rules and regulations, by which the 
Society has from that time been goverited, though 
printed, were most cautiously kept from the un- 
hallowed eye of their proscribed neighbours. As 
the subsistence of this Society appears to be an 
irremoveable obstacle to the permanent peace and 
prosperity of Ireland, we have found it a duty 
of allegiance to place before the eyes of govern- 
ment and the public a full and authentic copy of 
those rules and regulations, by reference to which 
the foregoing details will be fairly considered and 
. finally and impartially judged of 

C(*nclu. One observation occurs upon the following 
serva- " ^^^^^ ^^^ regulations, which without further 
lion. comment we recommend to the sympathetic re- 
flection of the reader; more particularly so, should 
these sheets chance to fall under the eye of any 
gentleman, on whom rests a public duty to 
watch and preserve the tranquillity and welfare 
of the country. 

As the Orangeman's oath is expressed and ad- 
ministered, it is at common law unlawful, illegal, 
and even treasonable, and by an existing Statute 
felonious. The Author therefore challenges every 
loyal subject, who by having taken it, or other- 
wise has obtained more certain knowledge, than 
' he has, of the party and other mischievous pur- 
poses of their oath and association to come for- 
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ward nnd liclp to the extinction of that Iraitorous 
co7isf)iracijj wliicli binds its members to a system 
essentially destructive * of the loyalty, peace, con- 
cord, prosperity, and stability of the country. 

* That the factitious spirit of Orangism still subsists under 
the aftocted discouragement and real protection of govern- 
ment^ is evident from ^vhat passed within these last three 
weeks, viz. on the 23d of March, at the Omagh Assizes. 
Thomas Hogan, a corporal of the King's County Militia, 
was indicted for the murder of four Orange yeomen. He 
was acquitted of the murder, and, by the direction of the 
judge, Mr. Serjeant Moore, found guilty of manslaugh- 
ter. About 300 Orange yeomen had assembled, armed and 
accoutred at Omagh, to commemorate the battle of Aughrim, 
on the 1 2th of last August. On the same day, 50 of the King's 
County Militia, who had volunteered for the army, marched 
into Omagh unarmed from Strabane. Fifty of their comrades 
had for some time occupied the barracks in Omagh. One of 
the volunteers was insulted by the Yeomen's 'forcing off, and 
trampling u()on his cap, because it was bound with green 
tape, which, though regimental, was termed a rebellious co- 
lour by the Orangemen. Much abuse, and a general attack 
of the unarmed volunteers by the dastardly and overbearing 
Orangemen ensued. The volunteers retreated to the barracks, 
and there with their comrades in defending themselves, shot 
the four yeomen, for which their corporal was indicted. 
When it shall please his Majesty to shake off the chains from 
Ireland, and bless her with a governor of sufficient wis- 
dom and virtue to root up and utterly dissolve the Orange 
Societies, then, and then only, may she congratulate with 
herself on. being released from captivity and fetters. ** Now 
" I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and 
" hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from all 
,**_ the expectatioft of the people of the Jew^/^ Aets xii. II. 



The Work io hand, to which this discussion is the intro- 
duction, is intended to he comprized in one volume in Octavo, 
to be a sequel to The Histoiy qf Ireland, from its Invasion 
under Henry II, to its Union with Great Britain, by the Au- . 
thor, in two volumes. The communication of any important 
and well authenticated document relating to the recent Histo- 
ry of Ireland, made to Mr. Coyne, Capel-street, Dublin, 
will be received with gratitude, and used with fidelity by the 
Author. 
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General declaration of the objects of the Oiifge 

Institution, 
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E associate^ to the utmost of our Power^ to support 
and defend his Majesty, King George the Third, the Consti- 
tution and Laws of this country, and the Succession to the 
Throne in his Majesty's illustrious House, being Protestants : 
for the defence of our persons'and properties ; and to maintain 
the peace of tne. country ; and for these puiposes we will bcL 
at all times ready to assist the Civil and Military Powers, in 
the just and lawful discharge of their duty. We also associnte 
lAHonour of King William the Third, Prince of Orange, whose 

Name 
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9fime we bear> as supporters of his glorious Memory^ auct 
the true Religion by him completely established in these 
Kingdoms. And, in order to prove our gratitude and affection 
for his Name^ we will annually celebrate the Victory over 
James at the Boyne, on the first day of July O. S. in every 
year^ which day >»h(^l be omr grand iBra for ever. 

We further declare that we are exolusively a Protestant 
Association ; yet^ detesting as we do any intolerant spirit* we 
solemnly pledge ourselves to each other, that we will not 
persecute, injure, or upbraid any person on account of his 
religious Opinions, provided the same be not hostile to the 
State; but that MLe.syill ab the c^yotrary, be aiding, and 
assbting to every loyal subject of every religious description^ 
in protecting him froqi yiele«ce and O|)pression. 

2ualificalibns requisite for an Orangeman, 

He should have a sincere Love and Veneration for his Al- 
mighty Maker, productive ^ those lively and happy Fruits, 
Righteousness, and Obedience to his Commands ; a firm and 
stedfast Faith in the Saviour of the World ; convinced that he 
is the only Mediator between a sinful Creature> and an offended 
Creaiii||^ Without these ^e ci^imot be a Christian; of aa 
bumatie&d compassionate disposition; and a courteous an^ 
affable behaviour. He should be an utter enemy to savage 
brutality, and unchristian cruelty ; a lover of society, zsA 
improving company ; and have a laudable regard for the 
Protestant Religion, and a sincere desire to propagate its Pre- 
cepts ; zealous in promoting the honor> happiness, apd pro&^ 
perity of bis King and Country ; heartily desirous of victory 
land success in those pursuits^ yet convinced a^id assured, that 
jQod alone can grant them. He should have an hatred of 
cursing and swearing, and taking the name of God in vaiiiK 
(a ihameful practice ;} and he should 9se all opportunities of 

discovering^ 



s 

4iscovering it among his Brethren. Wisdom ahd Prudence 
•faould guide hts actions ; honesty and integrity direct his 
conduct, and honour, and glory of his King and Country, he 
the motives of his endeavours. Lastly, he should pay the 
strictest attention to a religious observance of the Sabbatk; 
and also to temperance, and sobriety. 

Obligation of an Orangeman. 

I. A. B. do solemnly and sincerely swear, of my own ffe« 
will and accord, that J will, to the. utmost of my power, 
•upport and defend the present King^ George the Third, hiv 
Heirs and Sucpesso;^;, so l<mg as he or they support the Pro- 
testant Ascendancy, the Constitutions and Laws of these 
Kingdoms ; and that J. will ever hold sacred the name of our 
Glorious Deliverer, William the Third^ Prince of Orange: 
and I do further swear, that I am not, nor ever was ^ Roman 
Catholic, or Papist ; that I was not, am not, nor ever wiUbe 
ai^ United Irisbman^ ; and that I never took the Oath of secrecy 
to that, or a.ny other Treajsonable Society : and I 'do- further 
swear, in the. presence of Almighty Qod, that I' will always 
conceal, and never will reveal, either pajt or parts of what 
is now to bjp privately communicated to me, until I shall be 
authorised sip to do by the propei authorities of the Orange 
Institution; that I will neithrer write it^ noi; indite it, ^stamp, 
stain, or engrave it, i^r caus^ it so to be done, on paper, 
parchment, leaf, bark, stick, sto^e^ or any thing, so that it 
may be known ; and I do further s>vear, that I have notj^ to^ 
|ny kno\i(ledge or belief^ beei^ proposed and rejected in, or 
expelled from any other Orange Lodge; and that Inow become 
an Orangeman, without fear, bribery, or corruption. 

So HELP ME Goo. ^ 

Secret Articles. 

1 St. That we will bear true allegiance to his Majesty, King 
George the .Third, his Heirs and Successors, so long as he or 

they 
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they support the Protestant Ascendancy ; and that we will 
faithfully support and maintain the Laws and Constitution of 
these Kingdoms. 

2nd. That we will be true to all Orangemen in all just 
actions^ neither wronging one, nor seeing him wronged to onr 
knowledge^ without acquainting him thereof. 

3d. That we are not to see a Brother offended for sixpences^ 
or one shilling, or more^ if convenient, which must be re- 
turned next meeting if possible. 

^th. We must not give the first assault to any person what* 
ever, that may bring a Brother into trouble. 

5th. We arc not to carry away money, goods, or any thing 
from any person whatever, except arms and ammunition^ and 
those only from an enemy. 

6th. We are to appear in ten hours warning, or whatever 
/ time is required, if possible (provided it is not hurtful to oar- 
selves or families;, and that we are served with a lawful sum- 
mons from the Master,) otherwise we are fined as the company 
think proper. 

7th. No man can be made an Orangeman without the 
unanimous approbation of the body. 

8th. An Orangeman is to keep a Brother's secrets as his 
own, imless in case of Murder, Treason, and Perjury ; and 
that of his own free will. 

9th. No Roman Catholic can be admitted on any account. 

10th. AnJ^ Orangeman, who acts contrary to these Rules, 
shall be expelled, and the same reported to all the Lodges in 
the Kingdom aud elsewhere. 

God save the King. 

3farksman*s 
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MarksmarCs Obligation. 

It A. B. of jny own free will and accord, iu the Presence 
of Almighty God, do hereby most solemnly and sincerely 
Swear, that I will always conceal, and never will reveal either 
part or parts of what is now to be privately communicated to 
me, until I shall be duly authorised so to do by the prop^.r 
authority of the Orange Institution ; and that I will bear 
true allegiance to his Majesty, King George the Third, his 
Heirs and Successors, %o long as he or they maintain the Pro- 
testant Ascendancy, the Constitution and Laws of these King* 
doms ; and that I will keep this part of a Marksman from an 
Orangeman, as well as from the ignorant ; and that I will not 
make a Man, until I l)ecome, and only whilst I shall be Master 
of an Orange Lodge; and that I will not make a Man, or be 
present at the making of a Man on the Road, or behind Hedges ; 
and that I will be aiding and assisting to all true honest Orange 
Marksmen, as far as in my power lies, knowing him or them 
to be such ; and that I will not wrong a Brother Marksman; 
or know him to be ' wronged of any thing of value, worth 
apprehending, but I will warn or apprize him thereof, if in 
my power it lies. All this I swear, with a firm resolution ; 
So help me God, and keep me stedfast in this my Marksman's 
pbligation. 

« 

General Rules for the Government of Orange 

Lodges. 

• 1st. That every Member of the Orange Institution, should 
undergo a new Election, whenever the Grand Lodge may 
think it expedient. 

2nd. That each Lodge now existing, shall, on such occasion, 
elect by ballot five of its Members, that those five Members shall 
then proceed to re-admit, or reject the retnaining MeiJbers 

of 



of such Lodge ; and that each Member, as he shall be so 
re-admitted, shall become qualified to proceed with the i(aid 
five origiaal Members to the further te-eleotion of others : 
but that, in the event of any Person's being discontinued as s^ 
M:ember of ihh Lodge, or wishing to become a member of 
anodior,. he cannot be ballotted for in any other, without 
producing to the committee of such Lodge, a: Certificate from 
his former Lodge, specifying the cause of' such change ; and 
that he is; a fit and proper Person to be admitted, or continued 
an. Orangeman. ' 

3d. That each Lodge shall have a Master and Deputy Mas- 
ter, a Secretary and Deputy Secretary, and Ti'^>^^i^i« ^^^ ^"^^ 
Committee Men ; the Mas^r to be appointed by the Lodge ; the 
Deputy Master, Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and Treasurer, 
hy. the Master, with the approbation of his own Lodge ; and 
the first Committee-man by the Master; the second by the 
first; and so on until the number of five be completed: — the 
Section to each of those Offices to take place on the first day 
of June, for one year from the first day of July ; whicl\ 
Election, and ev«ry other Change or Alteration that may tak« 
place, shall be forthwith, certified to the Grand Master of the 
County^ or City, to be by him forwarded to the Grand Lodges 

4th. The Master, Deputy Master, Secretary^^ Deputy 
Secretary, Treasurer, and the five Committee M^n, upo^ 
their appointment, shall take the following Obligations : 

Jfcf . i D. ; M. J S. i T. i and C. Mens' Obligation. 

I, A. B. do solemnly and sincerely Swear, that I was not, 
nor am not a Roman Catholic or Papist; that I was not, am not, 
nor ever will be an United L*ishman; and that I never 
took the Oath of Secresy to that, or any other Treasonable 
lociity. 

F6r 



For the Master^ and Deputy Master^ add 

That I am not now made a Master for any private Emoiu- 
ment, or Advantage ; that I have not a Sitting in my Hona^ 
for the purpose of selling Beer, Spirits^ or any other Liquor ; 
that I will not knowingly admit> or consent any person for 
me shall admit any one into the Society of Orangemen, who 
was, or is a Papist, or has been an United Irishman, or hfts 
taken their Oath of Secresy : that I will use my authority to 
keep proper Behaviour and Sobriety in this Lodge ; and that 
I will not Certify for any person, without having 6rst proved 
kim, and being satisfied in my conscience that he is a person 
<»f good character. 

So HELP ME God. 



For the Secretary and Deputy Secretary^ add 

And that I will, to the utmost of my power, keep safe the 
Pampers belonging to the Lodge ; and that I will not give any 
copy of the Secret Articles, or lend them to 'make an Orange* 
man out of the Lodge I belong to ; or lend the Seal, so that 
it may be affixed to any forged paper, or irregular Orange- 
il^an's Certificate. 

For the Treasurer, add 

And that I will fairly account for all money I have, or may 
receive for the use of this Lodge, when called upon by the 
Master of this Lodge. 

So HELP ME God. 



For tlie Committee Men, add 

And that whenever I may be called upon to act in the 
absence of the Master and Deputy Master, I wvll i¥>t know* 

ingly 



ingly admit any one into the Society of Orangemen, who 
was> or is a Papist, or has been an United Irishman ; or has 
taken their Oath of Secrecy ; and that I will use my authority 
to keep proper behaviour and sobriety in this Lodge. 

So tiELP ME God. 

5th. That the affairs of each Lodge be conducted by the 
Master, Deputy Master, Secretary, Deputy Secretary, Trea- 
surer, and the five Committee Men. 

6th. That in the absence of the Master, the Deputy Master 
shall preside, and, in his absence, the senior Committee Blany 
who shall be present ; but thdt no other person whatever shall 
have the power of making an Orangeman. 

7th. That each Candidate for admission, shall in future be 
certified to be eighteen years of age ; and that he- shall be- 
proposed by one, and seconded by another member at one 
meeting ; and admitted, or rejected at a subsequent one : 
but no ballot can take place, unless the person propo«ing;i. 
or seconding, be present. 

dth. That one negative shall exclude. 

9th. That any person, wishing to become an Orangeman^ 
must be admitted in the Lodge nearest his place of abode (ex- 
cept in cities or great towns,) or have a reccommendation 
from that Lodge, that he is a proper person, before any other 
Lodge can accept him. ^ 

10th. That the names of persons withdrawn and rejected 
in, or expelled from any Lodge, shall be forthwith sent by 
the Masters, or Secretary, to the District Master, with the 
objections to such persons ; in order that the District Master 
may communicate the same to other Lodged ; as those, who 
are unfit for one Lodge, must be so for every other. 

nth. That each Member on admisssion, shall pay . : 

Jl^th. That 



12th. That Masters of Lodges do make tetums to' their 
District Masters, of the number> names and places of abode 
of the Members of their respective Lodges every six montlis* 

iSth. That in order to establish a fund to defray the va- 
rious and necessary expences of the Grand Lodge, in all 
Lodges one fifth of the sum be paid by members on their 
first admissiou shall be continued to be paid annually, by 
half-yearly payments, that is, on every first day of May 
and every first day of November> to the Treasurer of their re* 
spective Lodges ; who shall hand over the amount to the District 
Master, to be by him remitted^ through the Grand Master 
of the County or City, to the Grand Treasurer of Ireland : 
the Treasurer of each Lodge^ to be accountable according to 
the return made previous to the days above specified. 

14th. That, as Regiments are considered as District^ the 
Masters of all Regimental Lodges do make half-yearly re* 
turns of the number, names and rank of the Members of 
their Lodges to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge ; but that 
they shall not make an Orangeman, except the Officers, Non- 
commisioned Officers and Privates of their respective Regi* 
ments ; and that they do remit to |be Grand Treasurer of 
Ireland the half-yearly subscription, as well as that, which 
is immediately to take place. 

15th. That no Visitor shall be admitted into any Lodge, 
unless int^'oduced by a Member ; and that new Members shall 
not be initiated in the presence o£ any Visitors, save Masters 
and Deputy Masters. 

Idth. That no Master shall initiate any Orangeman into 
the Purple Order, who does not belong io his Lodge, or with- 
out a written recommendation from the Master of the Lodge, 
to which such Orangeman may belong : and that no Member 
can, on any account, be raised to the dignity of the Purple 

B Order, 
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Order, who has net been an Orangeman for twelve months 
at Uast> and has attended eight monthly meetings during 
that period ; save in the instance of a Member, who has been 
elected to the Office of Master, Deputy Master, Secretary, 
Deputy Secretary, Treasurer, or Committee B 



lYth. All Members to be subordinate to the Master, or 
Person presiding for him, ^ ho shall have full power of fining 
ill disorderly persons to an amount not exceeding — ^. 

18th« Any dispute arising, not provided for by the rules. 
Is to be decided by the Officers of the Lodge ; and the pw- 
lies must abide by their decision, on pain of ekpnlsicm, saving, 
Ike right df l^eal in all such cases to the Grand Lodge. 

19th. That each new resolution shall remain on the books 
from one meeting to the subsequent one, previously to its 
Mng adopted or rejected by the majority of th* Lodge th€R 
present. 

20th. That no Election or other business do take place, 
unless ten Members at least be present, provided the Lodge 
consist of so many : if it do not, then two-thirds of the M6mr 
btrs must be present. 

21st. That no business be done in any Lodge after dinner, 
supper, or drink have been brought in ; but every motion 
shall be previously decided. 

22nd. No person attending intoxicated can b^ initiated at 
that meeting : any old Member wfk attending sbaU be fined. 

23d. The Secretary is to read out, before the books are 
closed, the names of persons proposed f<nr the next night. 

24th. A person is to attend on the outside of the door, white 
business is going on : that person to be nominated by the 
Master, or whoever may preside at the time. 

Order 
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Order of Business far each Night. 

1st. Lodge to open with a Prayer (Members standing.) 2od. 
Genetal Riiies read* 3d. Members proposed. 4ih. BqK>rti from 
Coaunittee. 5th. Names of Memlief^ callod over. 6Ui. Mea^ 
bers baUotted &r. 7ih. Members made. Stb. Lodge to dose 
«rkh a Prayer, (Members standing.) 



Rules far the Formation ^/ Districts^ Xe. ^c. 

ist. That Masters of €e«aties» and Cities do divide their 
feapecttye Counties, aqd Cities into IKstricts, according to 
local circumstances : not more than five Lodges to constitute 
a Pistrict, unless they may see reason to extend the number. 
The Masters of Lodges, so forming a District, to elect a 
Master for that District, Sh.ou1d th^ choice of a District 
Master fall on any private Member of a Lodge within the 
District ; that then sych Person shall ceasa to be a private 
Member of ^hat Lo^^e, so long as he shaU continue in suck 
Office. 

2nd. Ths^t during the absence,, suspension, or non-election 
of a District Mafter^ the senior Master ia the District^ 
shall act ior Ae time ; the. teiuority to be determined by 
the xramber of the Lodge, to v^hich the Matter may 
belong. 

drd. That the Election to the Office of District-Master shall 
take plaice on. the first day of June, for one year to the first 
dvy o! July, 

%th. That District-Masters shall make returns of the num- 
be? of Names, and Races of Abode of the Members of 
the different Lodges nithin th^ir respective Districts, to 
the Grand Master of their. County, or City every six 
Months. 

ReguUuimu 
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Regulations for the Appointment of Grand Master r. 
Deputy Grand Masters of Counties, and Cities. 

l«t. That a Grand Master for each County, and City shall 
be chosen by the District-Masters of such County and City, 
and a Deputy Grand Master by the Grand Master; both subject 
to the approval of the Grand Lodge. Should the choice of a 
Grand Master, or a Deputy Grand Master of a County, or City, 
fall on . any private Member of a Lodge within the County 
or City, of which he is chosen Grand Master, or Deputy 
Grand Master, that then such person shall cease to be a pri- 
vate Member of that Lodge, so long as he shall continue in 
such Office. 

2nd, That the Grand Masters, and Deputy Grand Masters 
of Counties, and Cities shall be Elected on the first day of 
nJuly ia eyery year, 

3rd, That in any County, or City, in which there sl^all be 
less than three Districts, the senior District-M aster shalj^ 
with the approbation of the Grand Lodge, act as Grand Ma$* 
ter for that County, or City, 

4th, Tiiat during the absence, suspension, or non-election 
llf a Grand Master of a County or City, the Deputy Grand 
Master shall act ; and, should the Grand Master, and Depnty 
Grand Master be absent at the same time, or in case both 
Offices should be vacant, then^thf: senior District Master: 
the sepjority^ in allsuch cases, to be determined by the nuii| . 
ber of the Lodge, to which such District Master may belong. 

5th, That Grand Masters of Counties, and Cities, do for- 
ward to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge, every six months, 
huch Returns, as shall be inade to them by their District-Mas- 
ters, of th« Number, Names, and Places of Abode, of the 
^Iembe« of the different Lpdges, within their re?^pectiye 

Counties 
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Goantiet^ and Cities : and that they do remit to the Grand 
•Treasurer of Ireland th^ half yearly Sabscription from sueli 
Lodges^ as well as that« v/hich is immediately to take place. 

Rules for the Formation of the Grand Lodge. 

] st^ That the Grand Lodge shall be formed anew. 

2nd, That the Grand Lodge shall consist of Grand Masters 
of Counties, and Cities, their Deputies, District Masters, 
Masters of Lodges^ and in their absence. Deputy Masters of 
J/)dges : from amongst whom shall be chosen a Grand -Master 
for Ireland, a Grand P>ecretary, and a Grand Treasurer : the 
Election to each of these Offices to take place on the first 
day of July, O. S. in every Year. 

3rd, That all Authority necessary for the Advancement, and 
Welfare of the Orange Institution, shall be vested in the 
Grand Lodge. 

4th, That the Grand Lodge do meet in the Metropolis 
four times in each year, for the general Goyernment of the 
Orange Societies ; to .vit, on the seventh day of Februaiy, 
the seventh day of May, the seventh day of August, and 
the seventh day of November ; and that the Committee do 
lay before them, at such Quarterly Meetings, a Report of 
their Proceedings, for the approbation of the Grand Lodge. 

5th, That the ordinary business of the Orange system be 
transacted by a Standing Committee, to consist of such Mem- 
bers of the Grand Lodge as may be in Dublin ; and to which 
the Grand Lodge shall have the Power of calling in the aid 
of men of known Zeal and Talents, not to exceed twenty one, 
to be selected by them from the Purple Order : such persons 
from the time of their being so chosen, to be considered as 
Meirbers of the Grand Lodge. Provided always that ^uch 
Committee shall only exist until the 7th day of August next 
^nsuiug, the day of their being appointed, or chosen. 

6th. That 
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6tli> Tfitt ill «very meeting ^ such Cfommittee, in tfie 
ibMnce Xii th« Gnmd MsLSter> the senior Member who shull 
be preient, «kall Mt^te C^irmwi of tki«t Meeting ; the 8em» 
ority to be determined by the Number of the Lodge> to which 
mich Member maj* belong; isai. that seven shall be a 
Quorum. 

7th> That the Secretary to the Grand Lodge shall be 
Setrctary to this Committee. 

•th. That a» ike Odice of Secretary io tbt drnni IMgt 
is Mti^ded^itli gttm Etpenoe ; m»i recites eonitaitt Labeitnr, 
and Attendance : the4%fore> it is ^pedienft^ tirat all Hk Sxpen*- 
ee« incurred in the execution ef that OUce, shsM be 4«firiqr«A 
by the Grand Lodge ; and that the person^ filing % ehtdt^ 
alFowedan adequate Compensation for his Trouble, and Atten- 
d)ince, which shall be paid one Quarter in Advance* 

Prayer Jor opening the Lodge. 

Gracious and Almighty God, who in all ages hast shewn 
thy mighty power in protecting righteous Kings and States, 
we yield thee hearty Thanks for so miraculously bringing to 
tight, and frustrating the secret and horrible designs of oar 
enemies, plotted and intenfded to have been esLecuted against 
our Gracious King, our h^ppy Constitution, and the true 
religion established hf^ our <»^>ri>ous BeliTerer, Wtlliam the 
Thud Prince of Orange. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to continue unto us thine Almighty 
protection, grant to our pioqs King, long Life, Health ai|d 
Prosperity; let thy Provtdeiice guard our happy Con* 
stitutioB, and enable us to transmit it to qut latest Posteiity, 
unimpaired, and improved by our iloly Beligiop. Bless, we 
beseech thee, every Member of the Orange Institution, with 
Charity, Brotherly Love, and Loyalty : make ustruly respecta- 
ble 
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ble kera on Earths and ^Uroally happy hereafter. These 
«Dd all otlMr bleumgs, w« beg in the Name, and through th9 
mediation of Je«us Christ our Lord and Saviour. Afnen. 

OR THIS : 

Almighty God, and Heavenly Father, who in all ages haa 
-shewed thy Power and Mercy, in graciously and miraculously 
dtilivering thy Church, and in protecting righteous and re- 
ligious Kings and States from the wicked Conspiracies, and 
malicious Practices of all the Enemies thereof; we yield thee 
hearty thanks for so wonderfully discovering and confounding 
the horrible and wicked designs of our Enemies, plotted and 
intended to have been executed against our most Gracious 
Servereign Lord King Greorge, and the whole estates of the 
realm* for the subversion of Government and established 
Religion. Be thou, O Lord, still our Mighty Protector, and 
aditter onr Enemies that delight in blood ; infatuate and defeat 
their Councils, abate their Pride, assuage their Malice^ and 
confound their Devices. Strengthen the hands of our Gracious 
Sovereign, and all that are in authority und^r him, with 
judgment and justice, to suppress and punish all such workers 
of iniquity, as turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into 
Faction, that they may never prevail in the ruin of thy Church 
amongst us ; but that our Gracious Sovereign, and his Realms 
being preserved in thy true Religion, and by thy merciful 
goodness, protected in the same, we may all duly serve thee 
with praise and thanksgiving. And we beseech thee to pro* 
tect the King, Queen and Royal Family, from all Treasons 
and Conspiracies; preserve him in thy Faith, Fear, and Lov^^ 
make his Reign long, prosperous and happy here on Earth* 
and crown him hereafter with everlasting Glory. Accept also^ 
most Gracious God, our unfeigned Thanks, for filling our 
Hearts with joy and gbidness, by sending thy Servant, the 
late King William, for the deliverance of these Nations from 
Tyrartinv and arbitrary Power. 
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iLet Truth and Justice, devotion and piety> concord and 
unity, brotherly kindness and charity, with other Christian 
Virtues, so flourish amongst us, that they may be the stability 
of our times, and make this our association a praise, here on 
Earth. This we most humbly beg, in the name and for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Amen, 



Form of Prater to be used at Closing. . 

O Almighty God, who art a strong Tower of Defence unto 
thy Servants, against the face of their Enemies ; we yield 
thee praise and thanks for our deliverance from those great 
and apparent dangers wherewith we were encompassed ; We 
acknowledge thy goodness, that we were not delivered over 
as a prey unto them, beseeching thee still to continue suck 
thy mercies towards us, that all the world may know thou 
art our Saviour and mighty Deliverer, through Jesus Christ. 
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